WOMENS ABHYUDAYA RURAL DEVELOPMENT SOCIETY Registered in 2002

                   RAGHAVAPURAM POST,

                   SIDDIPET MANDAL,

                   MEDAK DIST. AP

Contact person: G.VIJAYA is a single woman from the dalit community 27 years of age with education up to class 7. One staff. Volunteers come on as and when and how many necessary basis from the block. She has tremendous goodwill among local government officials and village community. 

No. of villages: 30 in one block called Nangnur Mandal. Total number of women formed into community based women’s groups: 1100. 

Issues & programs:

· Formation of women’s sangams and Self Help Groups and helping them get loans

· Federation of the sangams into a samakhya for effective networking.

· Resolving problems with local government officials

· Accessing government development programs for income generation to land development to subsidized cooking gas connections for grassroots women to political participation of women.

· Conducting health awareness camps for village community with co-operation of local doctors. 

· Public distribution system for food security

· Lobbying, advocacy and campaigning for women’s rights.

Case study: On 13 May 2003 around 3 p.m., Sujatha a 7 year old girl walked down to the nearby sweetshop with her 1 year old nephew on her hip to stop his wailing because her sister and others were busy otherwise. Ashok, a 19 year old boy stalked and kidnapped Sujatha to a vacant hut, raped her and fled. On hearing this the sangam women of the village within minutes intimated the samakhya who called Vijaya up on her cell (which Nirnaya provides some of these grantee key persons with) and she rushed to the spot. The samakhya got together its act together and the girl was taken to the government hospital for immediate attention, the police complaint was lodged and the samakhya saw to it that the culprit was put behind bars immediately. 

