

Title: Provision of safe drinking water to 800 orphans in Ruiru district of Kenya.
Statement of need
The shortage of clean drinking water in Murera Village and many other parts of Kenya is the result of both scarcity of water caused by widespread drought, and the contamination of the little surface water that is accessible. Traditionally, majority of rural families in Murera Village take their drinking water from surface water sources such as rivers, springs, and aquifers. However, surface water sources are becoming scarce with a shortfall of rain witnessed due to the effects of the global warming. In addition, most of the surface water sources are contaminated by sewage.  Orphans and vulnerable children are faced with the daily chore of fetching water walking as far as 10 miles to collect water from contaminated, polluted and dirty hand-dug well. This is causing cholera outbreaks and other water-related health issues as is being witnessed up to now where many have been admitted in hospitals suffering from water borne diseases which can be prevented.
In addition, economic hardship and lack of awareness on drinking clean treated water has increased the mortality rate of children under the age of 5 years from preventable water-related diseases such as diarrhea and dysentery. Majority of these children are forced to miss school lessons simply because they have first to go looking for the scarce commodity. We have realized that even if we are to support these orphans headed house holds with food but they do not have access to clean and save water for drinking, we have left to them a serious challenge they have to try to overcome but without a sustainable solution.
To circumvent the water problems in Murera, the project has been laying emphasis on rainwater harvesting to provide a source of clean, safe drinking water to turn the tide on the safe drinking water shortage in Murera Village since there is no other organization entrusted with the responsibility of promoting water harvesting for the locals in the area. 
Grass-roots activities for resolving these water issues 

The vision of this project is to provide clean and safe drinking water to 200 orphans headed house holds with a total of 800 children to help reduce water borne diseases in the community and improve hygiene and reduce the daily distance coverage taken by these children to fetch water. In order to minimize the number of orphans and vulnerable children missing school lessons going to streams and rivers to collect dirty and contaminated water, we propose the installation of rainwater harvesting systems for 360 house holds “with iron sheet roofs. Depending on the season and the number of people in the household, rooftop gutters draining into a 1000-liter water tank can meet between 25%-75% of household’s water needs during the rainy season. Water collected in this way will prevent long lines from forming at the springs; it will also save backbreaking work for children.
We will purchase 200 medium size plastic tanks with a holding capacity of 1,000 litres that will be donated to each of the 200 identified house hold. Each of the tanks will be raised from the ground with four 2.5 fts poles and later on gutters will be placed on the iron sheet roofs and elevated at an angle that will help rain water to get in to the tanks.

After installation technology is over, we will organize 10 days training workshops for 800 orphans and vulnerable children on drinking clean treated water and importance of protecting rivers and wells to reduce water borne diseases. Later we will establish and train a water committee comprising of 10 local communities that will mobilize and train the community on water and sanitation hygiene and spring protection and maintenance.

The number of direct beneficiaries 
This project will support 200 orphans headed house holds with each house holding about four children. It therefore implies that 800 orphans and vulnerable children will directly benefit from this project. The establishment of RWH systems, however, will indirectly benefit others in the community by reducing demand for water from the river and unclean hand dug bore holes.
Implementation plan
	Activity
	Months

	
	NOV
	Dec
	Jan
	Feb


	Mar
	Ap

	1. Procure water harvesting equipment and materials.
	X
	
	
	
	
	

	2. Plan, supervise and carry out the distribution and election of water tanks to the 200 house holds. 
	X
	X
	X
	
	
	

	3. Organizing 10 days training workshops for 800  orphans and vulnerable children on drinking clean treated water and importance of protecting rivers and wells  to reduce water borne diseases
	
	
	
	x
	x
	

	4. Establish and train a 5 people water committee to mobilize and train the community on water and sanitation hygiene and spring protection and maintenance. 
	
	
	
	x
	
	

	5. Baseline and project reports
	
	x
	x
	x
	X
	x


Funding Information
This project will cost $ 22,500 
Potential Long-Term Impacts
The impacts of having safe drinking water will be tremendous: To start with, lives will be saved. The leading cause of death for children under the age of five is infection from waterborne diseases. Children below five years die each year from diarrhea. The primary cause of diarrhea being contaminated drinking water. This project will reduce the number of children dying from water borne diseases since parents will have clean drinking water and will also be educated on importance of boiling water for drinking
Secondly, Illnesses will be greatly reduced. We have noted in the past that over 80% of all illnesses in Murera Village result directly from waterborne pathogens. 50% of hospitalizations result from waterborne disease. Contaminated drinking water is a worldwide crisis, and the situation is getting worse, not better. If the local communities in Murera Village will be able to have clean drinking water we are going to reduce some of the preventable illnesses.

To add on, health of the local communities will be dramatically improved. Our very life depends on clean drinking water. We can survive without food for up to 2 months, but without water, we will die within 3 days. It is essential to teach users the importance of clean water, how water becomes contaminated, how people get sick from contaminated water, how safe water can become re-contaminated, how illness can be prevented through proper sanitation and hand washing, etc. Through a comprehensive health education program for the project beneficiaries, we will have helped them improve their health. 
On the other hand, economic conditions of the local communities will improve. Majority of Local communities in Murera Village have been spending a lot of money on treatment of water related ailments that can be prevented if clean drinking water and personal hygiene is observed. Through provision of clean and well treated drinking water, money spent of treating the sick will be used on other profitable business that will help improve their economic conditions of the local communities.
Lastly, educational opportunities for children will improve. Majority of children especially young girls in Murera Village and many other parts of Kenya do not attend schools on daily basis simply because they have to accompany their parents in search of the scarce commodity for many miles. These children are denied the right to education. This project wants to avert these issues by ensuring that murera village has clean and affordable drinking water that will save children from missing school to go and fetch water with their mothers. If children are able to attend schools, their education opportunities will improve. 

Project Message
This project is vital to save the lives of destitute orphans headed house holds from Ruiru district in Kenya who are now faced with securing clean and safe drinking water. Let us join hands and rescue these children
