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Luz EmeritaOrtiz
23 yearsold

Luz Emerita Ortiz was bornn a small townin the Stateof Antioquia,
northwestern Colombia. When she was only 11 yedds the FARC guerilla
group recrwted her to be responsifolecooking and servicing the commanders. Several yeses
when she was 14 years oldz Emerita was serdna routine trip to get water from a neaiyer. On
her way to the river, she tripped afetl over a landmine, due to the impact she lost hdrt fieg
belowthe knee.

Stationedin oneof the most remote parté Colombia’s jungle,Luz Emerita’s medical conditiononly
worsened. She hagb medical helpin the camp, and due to her disability, she was dedlaw
priority to the guerrillas. Thankfully, howevelkuz Emerita was brave enough — with the help o
another child soldier — to flee the guerrillasd with luck, they both escaped successfully and she w
under government protection until she turned 18s/ekl

With the supporbf generous donors, Unitdar Colombia hastakencareof Luz Emerita’s orthopedic
rehabilitation and medical costs since the tiohéher accidentin October 2008 and through her
growing yearsluz Emerita has received Highly-advanced prosthesés help her walk witlease and
confidenceThisnew beginningn life has brought so much happinesdiupEmerita andas thephotos
demonstrate, she clearly shines with a buoyant @adiant personality. Evethough she has
experienced a grave accident at such a young aday, teheis full of smiles and has an optimistic
outlookonlife.

Luz Emerita just turned 23 and is now livimgMedellin, Antioquia. On July of 2014, she graduatec
from High School. Nowadays, she is studying at aBg Schooland is eager tobecome a Full Salon
Specialist.
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Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/unitedforcolombia?ref=boaaks
Twitter: http://twitter.com/United4Colombia

YouTube: http://www.youtube.com/user/UnitedFfColombia




