	

	Country:

	Indonesia 

	
	

	Region of Country Affected:
Myanmar 
	West Sumatra

	
	

	Type of Event:                 Earthquake
On September 30th at 1716 local time (1016 GMT) a 7.6-magnitude quake struck some 45km (30 miles) north-west of Padang. Government officials have said the quake was one of the biggest in Indonesia in recent years and could have been more devastating than the 2006 Yogyakarta quake that killed more then 5,000 people. The quake toppled buildings and sparked fires across the city of Panang, home to nearly 900,000 people.  The earthquake was followed by dozen of aftershocks including a quake magnitude 6.6 that on October 1st at 0852 local time struck 215 km (135 miles) south-east of Pandang. 



	

	Date of Event:

	September 30th and October 1, 2009 

	Preliminary needs assessment:  

· The official death toll passed 500 for the first time, hitting 529 with 105 seriously injured, but those numbers were expected to soar as the full scale of the tragedy unfolds. 

· In Jambi provincial district of Kerinci 600 houses are reported to have collapsed.

· Many districts remain closed as many roads are blocked by debris.

·  Pouring rain, shortage of machinery, and lack of fuel are limiting the capacity of the rescue teams.

· There is shortage of fuel and people are looting the situation will get worse as more people run out of food and money. 

· The quake brought down telephone lines, severely affecting communications with the region and making it difficult to assess the scale of the damage.



	Host Country Response:  

The Indonesian government has approved 26 million dollars in cash to help victims of the earthquake.  Health ministry teams and Indonesian soldiers have arrived in Padang to aid the search for survivors. Military planes loaded with tents and blankets had been dispatched to help the thousands left homeless by the disaster.




