PROMOTING CHILDREN PARTICIPATION IN KENYA

Children Rights Clubs Project

Background

Many years of drought have had a serious impact on the well-being of Kenya’s children, increasing malnutrition rates, morbidity and mortality. 

A rise in inter-tribal/inter-clan violence resulted in child deaths, injuries and displacement. 

Despite recent economic growth, nearly a quarter of the population lives on less than $1 per day. 

Issues facing children in Kenya


· Malnutrition rates in much of Kenya are critical. In some districts, a quarter of all children are acutely malnourished. 

· More than half a million people in drought-affected districts need emergency water supplies.

· Kenya’s free and compulsory education system has increased gross enrolment rates to over 90 per cent nationally. But poor children still cannot afford to attend school; 9 out of 10 children from poor households fail to complete their basic education. School dropout rates are increasing, especially in drought-affected areas.

· An estimated 10,000 to 30,000 children have been caught up in the commercial sex trade. Many children resort to prostitution as a way to support themselves after fleeing violence in their homes. 

· There are wide regional disparities in immunization rates. In the drought-prone North Eastern Province, for example, where access to health facilities is poor, measles vaccination coverage is only 37 per cent. 

· HIV/AIDS prevalence was 6.7 percent in 2004, down from about 10 percent in the late 1990s. 

· Female genital mutilation remains commonplace in Kenya, affecting nearly a third of all women ages 15 to 49.

Project

The establishment of child rights clubs is being used  as a strategy to promote the rights and welfare of children. The main objective of this initiative is to give children a platform to participate in issues affecting them and create awareness on their rights and welfare. They also share information among themselves.

TYSA is spearheaded the establishment of child rights clubs in the local community and various institutions, and especially schools, in rural partof Trans-nzoia District.

In Trans-nzoia district  it was found out that child rights violation was very rampant in the  community especially in the rural settings. There was minimal awareness on the rights of children and no knowledge on handling cases of child abuse and indiscipline. 

Through the clubs children participate in advocacy and awareness creation activities. They develop and make presentations on issues affecting children through poems, plays, drama and songs. Children make decisions on the themed activities to be undertaken and the teachers facilitate.

The children are regularly enlightened on their responsibilities and rights; hence they freely share information concerning their welfare with community members, teachers and parents. 

The clubs face challenges in implementing their activities. They face resistance from some members of public who perceive the activities of advocacy on child rights as against societal norms. There is still the belief that children should be seen and not heard. This requires further vigorous child rights awareness creation by the stakeholders.

The increase in poverty levels also compromises the rights of children, thus negatively impacting on the efforts of the clubs. With lack of basic needs it becomes hard to advocate for the rights of children especially the right to life and survival. Children thus get involved in income generation which exposes them to abuse.

Lack of sufficient resources prohibits club members from touring and interacting with their counterparts from other areas hence they are not exposed to issues affecting their peers.

Resource mobilization is an integral part of improving the impact of the clubs.  The clubs need to get more exposure by sharing ideas with other clubs/groups and participating in national forums.

