Child Education Sponsorship Program

Seventy seven percent (77%) of the indigenous population of Guatemala is illiterate, and only 20 percent of indigenous children are able to finish primary education. Due to extreme poverty, many families cannot afford school clothes, supplies, or books. Generally the first children to drop out are the girls.  Boys also have to leave to help earn money to help their family survive. Without education, the cycle of poverty continues.  

The 2005 mudslides destroyed the entire Panabaj neighborhood, permanently damaging the local school, killing 500, and leaving thousands homeless and destitute.  Since 2005, a temporary school has been operating in Panabaj, however the children in this neighborhood are especially vulnerable. Pueblo a Pueblo’s Child Education Sponsorship program seeks donors who are willing to sponsor a vulnerable child for $25 per month or $300 per year. Launched in early 2006, the program aims to sponsor all 500 children in the school.  Families in the program to work with school officials to identify and resolve barriers to continued schooling.  

Sponsors receive reports, pictures and emails from their sponsored children. Sponsors are encouraged to write regularly and to build a relationship with the child.  Pueblo a Pueblo staff assist the process and provide translations. We also encourage sponsors to travel to Guatemala to see first-hand how important their contributions have been to the lives of these children.  As of spring 2009, more than 75 sponsors were enrolled in the Child Education Sponsorship program.

All donations are tax deductible. 
