SAVE GHANAIAN CHILD LABORERS AND TRAFFICKED CHILDREN.
Paabinaa Meriga Peace Initiative (PAMEPI) is a non profit, non governmental organization (NGO) founded on 7th September 2006 to bring about quality education and improve upon the lives of deprived children, Youth and people through equal access to education and sustainable development.
                          Our NGO office is located in Tamale, the capital city in the Northern Region of the Republic of Ghana. Of the ten Regions that make up Ghana, this Northern Region is the largest, occupying an area of about 70,383 square kilometers. It is also the most deprived and marginalized Region in terms of socio-economic development. The effects of these are seen in the high illiteracy rate and acute poverty of the people in the region. These in turn, prompt the teenagers and minors to migrate massively to the big cities in Ghana as child labourers in search of non-existent jobs.  
Majority of these child labourers end up in Agbogbloshie(Accra) and Alabaa (Kumasi) where the slums are poor in sanitation with acute congestion which in turn, breed diseases like cholera, malaria, tuberculoses etc. Some of these are forced by the situation to engage in prostitution resulting in unwanted pregnancies, the contraction of HIV/AIDS etc. In view of these, returning to their various rural communities would have been preferable. Yet, they do not take this option because the conditions that prompted their migration remain unchanged if not worse. 
   It is to address these issues that our organization instituted the programs that are discussed below:

1.  Child Sponsorship Program. 
The Child Sponsorship program was instituted as a mechanism for addressing the problems of Child trafficking and migration. Under this program a safe houses have been secured with the intention of housing, feeding and clothing these trafficked children. Further, a scholarship scheme has been put in place where by trafficked children and child labourers willing to return to their rural communities are provided with transportation, educational materials, school uniforms and other things that could help in integrating them back into the rural communities.
      Currently, the total number of children who are benefiting from this scholarship               scheme stands at 115.

Due to the lack of adequate resources, we are unable to grant more Scholarship to the children who are on our waiting list.

2. Literacy Program
A literacy program has also been implemented in Zieng rural community of the Northern Region with the aim of educating the people about the effects of child trafficking and massive migration.
Another aim of the Literacy program is to offer quality education to the marginalized Youth in the remote areas of the Region. People are constituted into classes of 25 and taught by the qualified Teachers the following subjects:
Mathematic and English, Agricultural science (Farming and Livestock rearing),

Dagbani, Family planning and the Importance of peace in Dagbon.

  The current number of adult learners in Zieng community stands at 50.
 Under this program too we have sponsored two women who are now learning hair dressing; three women in dress making, six increasing their trading capabilities and 30 women have also far register to be train in cow pea and Soya beans production. 1O women from Bunglun community also register for the training in tomatoes, onion, and salad cultivation. The training started on 20th August and ended on 30th August.

We have 27 rural communities in our list, but due to lack of adequate resources we could not extend the Literacy program to them.

Any financial or material assistance will help us to extend the Literacy program to the deprived rural communities.

3. Medical Campaign. Teenagers and minors from Northern Region who migrated to the big cities of Ghana like Accra and Kumasi reside at congested slums by names Agbogbloshie and Alabaa.
Due to acute congestion and poor sanitation at the slums where these child labourers are staying, deadly diseases like HIV/AIDS, Cholera, malaria and forced prostitution are spreading. The current numbers of child labour who migrated from the Northern Region to Alabaa Kumasi is almost 30 thousand and over 50 thousand in Agbogbloshie Accra.
Based upon these realities, we instituted a medical campaign to address the medical plight of the child labourers from Northern Region by giving free medical assistance to pregnant child labourers, babies and children under the age of ten.

So far we have reach out to 15 babies, 29 pregnant childlabourers and 87 children under the age of ten with medicines, mosquito nets, babies clothing, food, rice, oil, soaps etc. 
Through the Medical Campaign we have been able to create a Reform Center in Agbogbloshie the locality in Accra where the child labourers are staying. The name is Waadiya group of child labourers. Currently the numbers of child labourers in the Youth Group stand at 67.Through the Reform centre we have been able to repatriate 7 tuberculoses patients to Tamale hospital for treatment.

Through the Medical Campaign the following campaign will be undertaking by the end of this year and that include: HIV/AIDS, Tuberculoses, Child labour, sanitation and repatriation.

                          Due to lack of adequate resources we could not expand the Medical Campaign. We are short of medicines, food, mosquito nets and funds to repatriate those willing to go back to their families in the rural areas.

Paabinaa Meriga Peace Initiative (PAMEPI) also responded in affirmative to the calls of institutions that are in desperate need.
Such institutions are Dapkema Primary school, Zieng primary school and Tamale hospital children ward.

We have several deprived schools in our list especially the Tamale Orphanage home that is desperately in need of help us reports reaching us that some children pass away due to poor sanitation and lack of adequate food.

4. Micro-Finance Scheme: Rural communities in Northern Ghana are increasingly being isolated when it comes to funds for education and other developmental projects. The effect of this isolation is that, these children are deprived of quality education and growth.

                        Since establishment, PAMEPI has introduced several measures in ensuring that children from these communities have access to quality education.

In furtherance of this goal, a one week workshop was held at the Agricultural training centre in Nanton a sub district capital of the Savelugu/Nanton district of Northern Ghana.

                        Thirty women participated in the workshop and they were selected from three rural communities namely Zieng, Nanton and Gbungbandi dooyili. The participants were taught about the production of Cow pea.

                           On the 25th of July 2009, PAMEPI assisted ten (10) women from Zieng and Nanton who participated in the workshop with Micro-Finance assistance including farm inputs and equipments. This assistance is meant to empower the women to make a meaningful contribution to their society.

Produce cultivated by the women would be sold and the proceeds realized used by them to finance their children's education. This will help PEMEPI to sustain and expand the project as more women would be empowered to take direct charge of their children's education.

Due to the inadequate resources only few women are selected to benefit from the Micro-Finance scheme. With your contribution, more women will rise up to the challenges in their society. We take this opportunity to appeal therefore to all sister NGOs, philanthropists and individuals to assist us in cash or kind.

5. Child Centered Development: It is a program that will take effect next year. The Child Centered Development will focus on Art and Craft in primary schools, debates, Science and Maths quiz, cultural dialogue and sports.

Through the Child Centered Development we will set up exchange programs for rural and urban schools in field of Art and Craft, Science, Cultural dance and sports.

It will also serve as a plat form for opening forums for parents on Child labour, Child trafficking and domestic violence. We are still making efforts to acquire computers from willing donors.
Due to lack of adequate resources the Child Centered Development program will be initiated anytime we receive funds for it establishment.

6. ICT and Vocational training: It is also another program that is meant to empower the vulnerable and marginalized Youth in the remote rural communities of Northern Region. The child labourers who accepted to be repatriated will be giving the free privilege to enroll for the training in either Vocational or ICT based on their interest and capabilities.

Due to lack of adequate resources the ICT and Vocational training will be initiated any time we receive funding for it establishment.

The funds that assist in initiating our programs and projects were raise within Dagombas living abroad.
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