PROJECT NO.360.

SCHOOLING FOR MENTALLY HANDICAPPED CHILDREN UPDATED

This project has seen considerable improvements both in expansion of services and  greater number of children reached.  The activities we had planned ,to quote from our existing proposal ,were to “Identify children with mental handicap of primary school age, and establish a Resource Facility in our Center to prepare them for admission into normal schools and also to train staff involved in both our center and normal schools in its implementation. ”However we found that the  mainstream schools were far from receptive to the concept of inclusion  and were unprepared to change mindsets and traditional ways of teaching going back to many years.  So we have added new dimensions to our delivery of this service .  The first is a survey to ascertain the readiness of mainstream schools to receive our inputs and the second was to expand our own early intervention services by adding a Preschool , a Crecche and a one to one service for the severely mentally handicapped child and the mother. 

Separate write ups are added which will give a more comprehensive view of the changes made .We give the  results of the survey so that the situation is more fully understood by our donors  .Problems seem  unsurmountable but if we motivate even a maximum of three to five schools as models replication will definitely follow. And our own liaison with the Delhi government will be that much more productive.

EXPLORING FEASIBILITY OF INCLUSIVE EDUCATION FOR PRIMARY SCHOOL CHILDREN IN MCD AND PRIVATE SCHOOLS INDAKSHINPURI

Objective of Survey

To document the attitudes of schools towards the concept of inclusive education  

To gather motivated people  (school Principals. teachers and parents) to form a core team of facilitators. 

 To create awareness and share knowledge about the concept of Inclusive Education in the society. Find out its feasibility to our education system and recommend suitable adaptations/changes in educating disabled children.

To document the survey results and share with other agencies for the promotion of inclusive education. 

NO. of schools surveyed
:  25 (Twenty Five) schools.

 Location                              :  Dr. Ambedkar Nagar Area (Dakshin Puri,  


                                     Extn. Tigri, Madangir) New Delhi-110062

Results of the Survey  of Twenty Five MCD  Schools in Dakshinpuri

Name (Type) of Schools
MCD Schools and Private Schools.



School Shifts
MCD Schools are running in two shifts

Morning shift is running for the girls

Evening shift is running for the boys

 Mostly Private Schools are running in morning shift.

There are few schools, which are running in double shift.



No. of schools surveyed by Samadhan
Total: 25, (Twenty Five) Schools.

MCD Schools    : 15

Private Schools : 10



No. of children in all schools
6,349 (Six Thousand, Three Hundred, Forty Nine) Children



No. of Children in a classroom


45 (Forty Five) children in a classroom

No. of PH children admitted


2 (Two) children in two schools. 



No. of MH children admitted
Nil



Maximum teachers in a School


6-10 (Six-Ten)



Academics      
A. The MCD schools are following NCERT syllabus. (National Council of  Education,research and Training ) a government agency  Each school follows its own syllabus.

B. Subject English starts from Ist std onwards both in MCD 

and private schools. 

C. The books and notebooks are provided by the school.

All teachers in MCD schools have B. Ed. degree but most of the teachers in private school are not trained.

D. Some of the teaching staff was positive on Inclusive Education. Two Principals have given positive response.

Building and shifts

All MCD schools are managing two shifts in one building, but priate schools have only one shift.  

 

Infrastructure in classrooms
A. Physical Infrastructure:

Lift—nil

Play ground—10 schools have, shortage of playing equipment.

Lavatories—Insufficient for the strength of the school

B. Infrastructure for special needs:

 Buildings are not disabled friendly buildings.

There are medical check-ups for the students but only about twice in a year, without medication. 

There is no equipment or special needs children. 



Water 
The Private schools have no water facility for the children.                                                                                                                                                       The children bring water bottle from their home.                                                                     They provide water to staff members only                                                               

In MCD schools there is  only one tap for 200-300children and There is one common toilet in each school for the children and staff members.



Electricity
The electricity is intermittent depending on the vagaries of electricity supply but unlike other schools these have   no facility of Generators or Inverters. 



Cleanliness and Garbage disposal
The schools have staff to keep schools clean  but  they do not

 clean classrooms and toilets. Children clean their desks and 

Classrooms, themselves. The condition of toilets is very bad.

The girl children have major problems  

Trained staff 


 The Staff in MCD and Private Schools is not trained to 

work with disabled children. 



Problems identified by staff
· There is lack of trained teachers in the school to work

       with disabled children. 

· Improper distribution of electricity.

· Poor water and sanitation facilities for the children.

· Lack of supporting staff to take care of the children.

· The other staff members will not cooperate with the teachers who will work with disabled children.

· The parents will not cooperate with the teachers.

· The school administration will not take them seriously.

· Lack of professionals for the assessment of the children

· to teach the children but administration has not given any training to the teachers for disabled children.

· Some teachers suggested that these children should go to the special school but we made them understand that why these schools are important for disabled children.



Support requested by staff or support identified as needed by staff

· Trained teachers.

· Supporting staff like (Aya)

· Doctors

· Cooperation of parents

· Cooperation of other staff members

· Cooperation of administration

· Teaching aid

· Desk or chair

· Training to work with disabled children.

· Books etc.

