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Vision: “No child in India shall be deprived of education because of hunger”

The Akshaya Patra Foundation came into being in the year 2000, to address two of the most immediate challenges of India - hunger and education by providing unlimited, wholesome food to attract children to schools, retain them and then focus on children’s holistic development. The ultimate goal is to ensure that no child in India is hungry and every child gets access to good health, wholesome food, and schooling.

 A secular, charitable organization, Akshaya Patra offers unlimited, nutrition-rich food everyday to underprivileged school children in about 8,000 government schools in 18 locations in India.  With the vision, “no child in India shall be deprived of education because of hunger”, the programme has scaled up to provide more than 1.3 million hygienic and nutritious meals every day through an extremely cost-effective process.  Currently the Foundation reaches to the underprivileged children in Bangalore, Hubli-Dharwad, Bellary, Mangalore and Mysore in Karnataka, Jaipur, Nathdwara and Baran in Rajasthan, Vrindavan and Mathura district in Uttar Pradesh, Puri and Nayagarh in Orissa, Gandhinagar and Ahmedabad in Gujarat, Hyderabad and Visakapatnam in Andhra Pradesh and Bhillai in Madhya Pradesh. The Akshaya Patra Foundation is being lauded for successfully partnering with the central as well as state governments to implement this programme. Across the country, we are supported by the government in the form of cash subsidy and grains.  We raise the balance cost through donations from corporate and individual philanthropists. 

The Foundation aims to scale up the program to serve 5 million children by 2020. We believe success on that scale will offer a model for replication by other developmental organizations and state governments across India.  Eventually, the dream is to ensure that no child in India is left out and every child has equitable access to food, education and health. 

Akshaya Patra current project proposal is for the completion of the Nathdwara, Rajasthan kitchen; a kitchen which will have the capacity to feed 50,000 children upon completion. We had received seed money to begin construction of the kitchen, however to make the kitchen fully operational, we are in dire need of additional funding. The budget for this project is as follows:

	Category
	Amounts in USD with 12% operational expenses

	Equipment
	$392,888

	Distribution Vehicles
	$329,678

	Distribution Vessels
	$77,155

	Civil
	$1,025,421

	Contingency charges including price escalation at 5%
	$91,256

	Total
	$1,916,402


Akshaya Patra is leading the way for school lunch programs in the world.  It is uniquely effective for many reasons: 

 

· High efficiency, low cost, and quality – Akshaya Patra kitchens, especially designed by engineers, leverage technology to maintain efficient processes, cook large amounts of food in a short time, and therefore keep costs low. Akshaya Patra also adheres to high standards of quality, particularly in newer kitchens that are designed to meet International Standard Organization (ISO) guidelines
· Leveraging Local Markets – Akshaya Patra sources its vegetables, dairy products and other food stocks from local markets. This reduces the costs associated with transportation, spoilage and replacement of vegetables, dairy and grains, and supports local farmers. 

· Scalability – Due to the uniqueness of Akshaya Patra’s model, its success in various parts of India, and in both rural and urban areas, and its ability to provide high quality nutrition at a low cost, the organization’s operations are highly scalable, as is indicated by the rapid growth of the organization. 
· Public/Private/NGO Partnerships - Akshaya Patra serves as a model for public/private/NGO partnerships in India and elsewhere. The three stakeholders collaborate closely in ensuring that school lunches are cooked and distributed as effectively and efficiently as possible.  

· Transparency and Excellence – We are advised in accounting standards and services by reputed consulting firm KPMG. Our auditors are M/s BSR & Co, a renowned audit firm. Furthermore, the organization is managed by an independent Board of Directors, many of whom are leaders in the private sector. 

· Impact – Akshaya Patra has demonstrated impact on the children it reaches. The program has had a positive impact on its beneficiaries as revealed by many independent studies conducted by third party organizations like, AC Nielsen Org Marg Pvt Ltd, Mumbai,Harvard Business School,US Congressional Hunger Centre

Hetal is studying in the fifth standard.  Her father is a daily wage earner with no fixed income. So there were many days when the whole family went without even one full meal. Though her mother wanted her to go to school, she was often tempted to work with her mother as domestic help so that she could ensure at least one full meal for herself. Education and going to school was a distant dream. However with Akshyapatra meal, Hetal’s parents were motivated to send her and all her brothers and sisters to school everyday. She comes to school regularly now and has made considerable progress in studies.   As she waits eagerly for lunch time when she will get her only meal of the day, she is thrilled about sitting and eating together with many other friends. When asked what she would want to become in future, the innocent girl says with a sparkle in her eyes “a teacher”. “ I don’t have to bother about my children’s hunger during the day. They are well fed and healthy now. On top of that they are studying well and will not be growing up illiterate like me.”, says Hetal’s mother 

Visit us at www.foodforeducation.org
