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PHOTOVOICE: VISIBLE RIGHTS

‘I know nothing about peace. Since I have been aware of who I am there has been fighting. We can show people in our pictures that war is very bad because we lost our mothers, fathers, brothers, sisters, aunts, hands, legs, arms, heads – everything. Peace is the most important thing’
Sakina, 15 years

In terms of the world’s poorest countries, Afghanistan is ranked 174 out of 178. Infant mortality is amongst the highest - 25% of children die before reaching their fifth birthday. Two million children of primary age to do not attend school and, although the gender gap is narrowing, girls still lag behind boys in school enrolment. After two decades of war Afghanistan remains one of the most heavily mined countries with around 200 children killed or injured by mines a year.

The future of Afghanistan lies with its children.

In partnership with the local office of NGO Afghanaid, PhotoVoice will pioneer a vital new project using photography to give voice to Afghan children in some of the country’s most marginalised rural communities. 

Afghanaid have worked continuously and independently in the region since 1983 and work with over 3500 Afghan children. Visible Rights will be implemented through Afghanaid’s peer education groups. To date Afghan Aid has established 194 groups with over 3500 members in eight districts.

The Visible Rights project will put cameras in the hands of some of these young people so they can document and speak out about the issues affecting their lives, such as land mines, the opium trade, early marriage, education and health. 

Their pictures will be used to create local exhibitions and presentations to the community. They will be shown in Kabul and internationally, be produced in publications, and a locally run children’s newspaper. 
This will open a dialogue between children in different villages and regions in Afghanistan, and with people around the world.
This highly personal body of work, documenting the reality of life for children in Afghanistan, will provide a platform to educate through exhibitions, screenings and publications, and act as a catalyst, empowering children to engage in discussions and decision-making processes in  developing a safe and nurturing environment for their on-going development.
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