Diverting Lives of At-Risk Youth Before They Divert Yours

    Teenagers are destined to be tomorrow’s parents, teachers, and leaders.  Lacking positive adult guidance, misdirected teenagers can negatively impact the lives of each and every one of us, both socially and financially.  S.T.A.R.S. International applies multi-faceted mentoring and coaching on a broad scale to fill the void resulting from struggling parents.  Participants nominated for the program are either those “at-risk” of being influenced by negative ambitions or those who have “proven” themselves to lack the self control necessary to avoid legal consequences for their actions.
    
     The S.T.A.R.S. International program literally dives deep to divert lives of at-risk youth using scuba certification as a reward for youth achieving positive changes in their lives.  This unique program is targeted to benefit teenagers during pivotal maturing years when positive influence can best strengthen and mold personal character.  The program and staff serve as a catalyst, fostering family, school, and community collaboration to strategically introduce participants to new and long-term educational and career opportunities.

     Scuba Training At-Risk Students, Inc, (S.T.A.R.S. International) is modeled after two years of field-tested   pilot programs in the greater Chicago area (2005 and 2006) which led to the comprehensive program offered today.  S.T.A.R.S. is focused solely on youth (ages 12-18), with the goal of providing a positive-diversionary activity incorporating scuba diving, while reinforcing and supporting academic achievement and career development. Candidates must be identified to exhibit traits qualifying them for the program and be nominated by a social agency, law enforcement, educator, or civic authority figure.

     S.T.A.R.S. International encompasses an eighteen month (440 hour) curriculum spanning two academic years.  The first 9 months of the program target development of the candidate’s diving skills, fitness level, and social interaction whereas the subsequent months leverage participant’s confidence and leadership skills to assist the staff as mentors with new candidates.  

     The actual scuba certifications attainable through this program are customized from Scuba Diving International (SDI) coursework for this specific youth demographic.  SDI is the world’s largest recreational diving organization and it is based upon progressive training that introduces skills, safety related information, and local environmental knowledge.  The programming delivered provides knowledge/skill development in steps ranging from entry level through Scuba Instructor.  All SDI programs fall under strict educational standards to maintain worldwide consistency and quality which lay the groundwork for S.T.A.R.S.’ national expansion plans.

     Although the S.T.A.R.S. International program models an academic classroom, participants are held to higher standards than traditional schools.  S.T.A.R.S. requires mandatory attendance at each session and high energy levels with clear expectations of all participants to sustain their involvement.  The participant’s personal commitment and self motivation as well as parent/guardian’s support is essential to chart their new course to a more positive life strategy.  The participant’s physical endurance level and personal energy limit will be stretched and tested throughout every stage of this unique program.

     In summary the program is strategically designed for prevention of most major issues that teenagers face including, but not limited to, school drop-out, bullying, self confidence/respect, substance abuse, gang membership, sexual harassment, and even criminal intentions.

How You Can Help: 


 

Make a [image: image1.wmf]

one-time

donation 

[image: image2.wmf]$35 – Provides a supply of air tanks for one weekend dive activity for a youth participant
[image: image3.wmf]$100 – Provides all required equipment to graduate from the program preparing participants to become mentors or Jr. Staff members
[image: image4.wmf]$220 – Provides lake admission fees for a youth participant for a full year of programming

[image: image5.wmf]$1,180 – Fully equips a youth participant for the year of diving activities

[image: image6.wmf]$2,500 – Provides a youth participant with 440 hours of mentoring and equipment use at local venues
[image: image7.wmf]$4,000 – Enhances regular 440 hour programming to enable an international venue to host a single youth participant for an exciting week during the summer.  This exotic trip to a Caribbean destination adds a cultural submersion element to the program where the participants will merge with international youth to complete a week of diving and community service.
[image: image8.wmf]$20,000 - Provides 10 youth with 440 hours of mentoring and use of local venues for S.T.A.R.S.

[image: image9.wmf]$50,000 - Provides 10 youth participants enhanced regular programming encompassing an international venue hosting youth participants for an exciting week during the summer.  This exotic trip to a Caribbean destination adds a cultural submersion element to the program where the participants will merge with international youth to complete a week of diving and community service.
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