
Technology Access Foundation (TAF)

Description of TechStart Program
TechStart is a free after-school program for students in K-8th grade that provides academic enrichment through project-based learning and advanced technology tools. Launched in 2001, our TechStart program positively influences future academic success by serving children early in their school years and teaching the fundamentals of learning (math, reading, writing, science, critical thinking and real-world problem solving, in addition to digital literacy) through lessons that incorporate Washington State Grade Level Expectations in Science, Math and Writing. TechStart students are grouped by age and meet twice weekly for a 90-minute class throughout the academic year. They devote approximately half of the class time to either direct instruction to attain science, math and/or language arts objectives or investigating a specific scientific principle. They then spend the other half of the class time using technology tools to further explore the instructional topic. Through this type of instruction, students become proficient in problem-solving through team projects and data analysis and learn to communicate effectively through creative research, writing and public speaking assignments. Instructors work with confidence-building models to ensure kids master core subjects including math, science and writing and software applications that facilitate learning and communication. 
TAF collaborates with elementary schools and community groups in neighborhoods with high concentrations of low-income families with children of color to reach students disadvantaged by poverty and their enrollment at underperforming public schools. The schools and community groups provide the computers, workstations and classroom space and TAF provides the instructor, curriculum and necessary additional software and software. TAF serves 300 TechStart students annually across 11 King County locations: eight public schools in low-income minority neighborhoods, a low-income housing/apartment complex and at TAF’s two leased facilities. The TechStart experience builds a solid foundation for middle and high school and gets kids excited for future successes in higher education by:
· Increasing competencies in math, science and writing by developing critical thinking, information synthesis and problem solving skills

· Building confidence and a love of life-long learning 

· Empowering students with the skills, knowledge and experience of using technology as a tool for learning

· Promoting college as a viable option for each student

TAF will increase the number of TechStart students served from 300 during the 2008-09 academic year to 2,500 across and beyond Washington State by the year 2020 so they can achieve academic milestones that will enable them to graduate high school on-time, college bound and ready to pursue careers in STEM fields. 
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