School Needs for 180 U.S. Inner City Children

Summary

Children, Incorporated works hand in hand with communities to provide valuable basic needs assistance to the most at-risk children and families in each location.  This program focuses on the needs of inner city students by providing 180 children in grades K-5 with the critical school supplies, clothing, shoes, and support necessary to thrive.  The students are paired up with mentors, other members of their surrounding community. The student and mentor then follow a strict budget and choose school-appropriate clothing and shoes.  The students learn valuable decision-making and budgetary life skills while experiencing a positive activity.  At the end of the shopping trip, each child is given his/her new clothing items and a backpack filled with grade level-appropriate school supplies.  The children leave looking forward to starting their new school year.  
Problem Statement

In the United States, inner city schools are filled with students who lack the financial means to excel in their education.  The socioeconomic status of their family affects their self-esteem and confidence due to lack of adequate clothing, often times sharing shoes so that they can attend classes for part of the school year.  These children tend to have weaker social networks as a result of their reduced perception of self-worth and suffer far greater devastation when experiencing setbacks and challenges.  As these children grow, without a strong educational and emotional foundation to build from they are susceptible to negative influences and risky behavior.  These children are the future of our communities, and Children, Incorporated feels compelled to do all that our organization can to equip them for the opportunities of tomorrow.  
Program Description

Children, Incorporated will work in conjunction with our community volunteers and partners to provide 180 children in grades K-5, attending inner city schools in Richmond, Virginia with all the necessary support and supplies needed for the new school year.  Each child will be paired up with two volunteer community mentors for the day.  Each child will be given a budget and the mentors will guide them through their purchases.  Each child is able to buy two outfits for school, a new pair of sneakers or shoes, a backpack, and a year’s worth of school supplies.  The mentors help the children make their selections, do the simple math to stay within the budget, discuss issues that affect them in their homes through interactive learning, and build relationships of positive experiences and trust.  During the excursion the children receive a snack, time with mentors for reading and playing, and a chance to leave the walls of their inner city life for a day.  
Expected Outcomes

· 180 students prepared and equipped for school with two new school outfits, a pair of shoes, undergarments, and school supplies.

· 360 community mentor volunteers mobilized and actively participating in the lives of the children in their community.  

Budget

$33,300 is needed!  

Of this:  

· $3,330  will go to Global Giving to cover the 10% overhead required.

· $3,000 will be used to transport the students to and from the project location.

· $27,000 will be used to provide 180 students with backpacks, school supplies, clothing, shoes, and a snack.  
