Vocational and rights education for disadvantaged girls and young women (aged 14-21) in Bihar India
In Bihar, India’s poorest state, Dalit (so-called 'untouchable') girls and young women are routinely denied access to education, have to engage in long hours of domestic labour, and have to ask permission from husbands or fathers just to go to the local market. They frequently experience domestic violence, given that male alcoholism is rife, and run the risk of rape/assault outside the home because of increasing caste-based violence.  

The project involves creating a girls’ group which provides a safe context for adolescent girls and young women (aged 14-21) to meet, socialise and support each other.  Secondly, this group acts as a forum for education about women's rights and livelihood possibilities such as micro-credit schemes.  Thirdly, the project provides training in sewing and tailoring skills to provide these young women with an independent income source - the girls make items on order and also sell clothes at the local market.  
These social, educational, and economic interventions result in increased dignity and self-confidence for the girls.  Individually they are powerless, as part of a group they have strength.  The interventions also raise the girls’ status in the eyes of their families, as their independent income undermines the belief that they are economic burden.  There is also a reduction in domestic violence as the young women realise that they can influence the behaviour of the men in their family.  
This has been such a successful model that, with your help, we would like to roll it out to more villages . For this we need your support:
"One woman alone is vulnerable but together we can achieve a great deal including a safer environment for all the women of the village".  
Shanti Devi, Kanjiar village, Bihar
