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long lines after all the handowuts have been
distributed? What happens when these
wiomen are unable to secure enough food
to fead their families that day —orthat
week ? The trend becomes more horrfying
aswe consider the milions of wormen

and gins around the word who eat last,
allcwding man and boys first-dibs on even
sparss offarings. Thesa are the women
and gins who procured and preparadthe
food and nonethaless go to bed hungry.
The crisis demands a sustainable soluticn
that reaches bayond immediate aid and
into the realm of true wlist,

In every single country whears Women for
Wamen International works, this crizisis
a life and desth reality for the women we
serve and even for our staff, who reside
inthe same communities and struggle
alongside their sistars. Tha UN Food and
Agricutture Organization has said that at
least 18 million of Afghanistan's estimated
2a.8 million pecis, mostly women and
children, cannct meet their daily food and
nutritional rquirements. Recanthy, an
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Letter from Rania Atalla
Global Food Crisis: One Solution in the Hands of Women

Owver the last sevaral months, reporta of
aglobal food crisis hawe made frequant
and alanming appearances inthe nightly
news, What may have once baen an issue
associated with extraordinary shortages
in distant lands bacomes womyingly
ordinary as families all over the world ara
forced to make difficult choicas in grocery
stom aisles. In the last year, the prices

of staplas like rice and whaat have more
than doubled in many parts of the world,

According to The World Food Program,
this =pilie in food prices has forced 100
million people into extrame poverty. For
the billions of peopla who live on lass
than $2 a day, the stakes of their daily
struggle for survival have been raised
Impossibly high.

Humanitarian ald organizations are
responding as quickly as they can, but
what happens to the women at the end of

corhinued on page 2

Afghan man was reponted 2alling his own
daughterin orcler to secur food for the
reat of his family.

The futura for these families, and for

their already strugaling societies, cannot
improwe until the word comes together to
developworkable solutions. This requines
speaking, and listening, to thoza directy
affected by the crisis. In Migeria, women in
our prograrm raport that rising food costs
render feading their families threa meals a
day impozsible. One program participant
said, "The price of food is high, making
money valusless, My children are now
crying for more food But T ecannot give fit
to] tham because my money cannot fetch
enoughfood.”

Wormen for Woman International is
listening. We are working with women

to develop sustainable solutions, with a
vision of rendering this problem cbsolets.
Inthis, we hopeto 2arve as a model. Even
naiws, Wwe are helping the women wework
with to azsass what is currently availalle
tothem and to leverage limited msources
into a dependable source of incomse for
themsalvas and their families,

Through our experience and ressarch

it became clear that agribuziness holds
great potential for many of our womean
—it provides a modelto simultanecusly
addrass bothincome ganaration and food
security, two critical issues for socially
excludad woman and their families,

To help us develop and implament
agribusiness opportunities, we ara
honored 1o welcome one of the newest
mambers of our team, Agribusiness
Specialist Dr. Grace FE Fay. Grace comes
to'Wormean forWomen Intemational

with 20 years of agricuttural and rural
devdopment exparience. During har
first few monthswith us, Grace travelad
to Bwanda to launch our first evar
Commerial Intagrated Faming Initiative
{CIF, a program designad to provide
specialized, sustainable agribusiness
cpportunities to program participants.

CIFlwill provide 2,000 wamen over the
course of three years with training in how
touse sustainable farming practices to
growy crops that can both be 2old for profit
in the local market and feed their families.
One of Grace's biggest accomplishments
in Rwandawas securing a partnership
with the largest juice compary in the
courtry. The cwner of the company has
agreadto buy all of the pineapples that
the 3,000 wormen can grow, and he is
intarestad in expanding this partnarship.
This exwample of direct market linkages

is one of the marny tangible rewards the
WOMmEn in our program receive. Sofar
‘we have bean able to sscure funding to
pilot CIF in both Bwanda and Sudan.
The next country inwhich we hopeto
launch a comparable program will be
Afghanistan, a country that desparately
neads food relief and income generation
cpportunities,

When Grace was asked about the direct
impact of CIF] on the curant, global
fiood crisis, she respondad by drawing
clear connections betweaen the two: “We
are tackling the food crigis on multiple
fronts, CIFI's primary focus is commercial
fammning - production for the market - and
this alsodirectly impacts household food
production and food secunty. Women arg
kaming sustainable farming methods to
continued on page 3
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cultivate higherincome crops, like pineapples and strawbamies,
which they can sell onthe local market. These crops bring in more
money and increass their purchasing power, so they can afford

to buy other food staples they can't grow. And, by fraining mone
farmers and halping them increass their vields, we're making more
food availabk in the housahold and on local markets - reducing
the gap between local supply and demand.” In this way the

CIF program design encompasses a multifaceted attack on the
global food crsis, providing participants with a critical modal for
sustainable income generation and food production that benafits
not only individual women but also their families and communities,

This Spring, we held the ground-braaking cereamony for CIFI

in Rwanda. Alongwith other dedicated colleagues, | had the
privilege of atterding. Bdfore uswe beheld the futurs site of the
project. Rolling green hills— our hills —esdended as far as the aye
could sae Togetharwe imagined the pinsapples that will grow
there and the wormen whowill rebuild their lives and communities
through sustainable agriculture, These womean will not only
cultivate sustainable livelihoods but also a critical component of
the Pwandan economy. What we ware witnessing was not simply
the urneiling of a new program, butthe dreams of cur participants
coming to fruition asweall. Thanks to tha visionary work of Wormen
forwomen staff and a strong partnership with the Pwandan
government, 100 acres of land is dedicated to thesa women,

and to the continually evolving work of Women for Women
Intematicnal

Thea importance of the occasion was reflactad in the presenca of
the Mayorand Deputy Mayor of the District, who were integral in
the procurament of the site, and in the singing and dancing of the
Rwandese women, 1 was clear that all attending understood the
hope and celebration CIF ingpires. | is our hope that initatives
likea CIF! will not only Banafit tha community as awhol, but will
alzo inspire other communities and countries to engage women as
vital participants in sustainakble solutions to the world's problems.
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