CHF International Providing Humanitarian Assistance in Gaza

Gaza (January 5, 2009) -- CHF International staff members began delivering much-needed food aid on Saturday, January 3rd, to families in Gaza. Despite continued violence, CHF staff members were able to distribute bread to 10,000 families through community networks. With the support of USAID, CHF is ready to deliver 30,000 blankets, 26 tons of plastic sheeting and 2,500 units of tape to cover broken windows, protecting households from the winter weather and provide basic shelter. We are coordinating with the United Nations and Israeli authorities to secure passage of the goods into Gaza and have 18 warehouses in Gaza ready to receive the supplies once access is given. We expect additional distributions to take place this week.

Additional emergency supplies are urgently needed to expand distributions of humanitarian relief items for families in Gaza. As families continue to be affected by the conflict, we will expand our distribution of food, essential household items and shelter materials.

As the basic infrastructure in Gaza has sustained incredible damage, CHF International is preparing to help with constructing health and sanitation facilities, emergency housing and the rehabilitation of damaged homes. In addition, CHF is preparing to respond to the possibility of displaced, homeless people leaving Gaza without possessions, by supplying shelter and food once borders are opened.

 

CHF in the Palestinian Territories
CHF International is one of the largest implementing agencies in Gaza. Our current programs include a food for work program, implemented jointly with the United Nations World Food Programme (WFP), through which we provide a food basket of wheat flour, beans and oil to 127,000 families in exchange for community service work. CHF International implements a USAID-funded local governance program, working with six municipalities to improve community services and basic infrastructure. CHF International also manages a microfinance program which provides housing and small business loans.

Since 1994, CHF has successfully managed 12 programs in the Palestinian Territories designed to support local democratic reform, infrastructure and emergency job creation, community services, and development finance. CHF’s diversity of programs is testament to the fact that we are a dynamic organization that is able to effectively meet a variety of changing needs. CHF is skilled in implementing programs that bring together a variety of partners and is recognized by multiple funding agencies, Palestinian community leaders, municipality officials, and NGOs for our ability to rapidly respond to needs on the ground and make tangible and lasting improvements.

DONATE NOW
Donate now: CHF International needs your support to help us meet the critical needs of families in Gaza. Your donation will help us to immediately provide food, blankets, plastic sheeting, and emergency shelters. Donations will also support long-term rebuilding efforts.

Media contacts: For more information about CHF’s work in Gaza, please contact David Humphries, Communications Manager on 301 563 1891 or dhumphries@chfinternational.org.

About CHF International: CHF International is an international development and humanitarian aid organization, currently working in more than 30 countries around the world. Our mission is to be a catalyst for long-lasting positive change in low- and moderate-income communities around the world, helping them to improve their social, economic and environmental conditions

