Title of project /Program: REPORT ON STARVING GIRLS

Executive Summary

Due to the economic, social and political hardships facing the country, the GCN compiled a Basic Needs/ Subsistence Database targeting girls who are at the verge of starvation, most of whom are complete orphans, living with HIV and AIDS and also staying with old and poor grandparents, with some coming from or leading child-headed families and thence are the most vulnerable group in society.  Therefore from time to time, GCN had to strategically think on how best it could intervene, given the fact that almost on a daily basis a new scenario politically, economically, and socially presented itself in a negative way, making the present and the future very unpleasant and unpredictable for the girl child. 

The external environment also remained socially, politically and economically hostile and this adversely resulted in GCN target beneficiaries being even more exposed to  all the dangers of vulnerability. 

Activities Done
GCN noted that girls’ lack of basic needs particularly food was negatively affecting GCN’s day-to-day interventions including educational and rehabilitation services. GCN officers observed starving girls filling in Client Needs Assessment forms desperately requesting for food assistance. Some girls who visit the centre narrated on how they ended up eating wild fruits like hacha, green paw paws (unripe), wild roots and matamba for survival. Sad stories of girls eating poisonous fruits like forest yams and cooking sadza with ashes or cow-dung have been reported at the centre and other from GCN’s other areas of operation. There has also been an increasing demand for food subsistence by survivors of abuse most of whom were displaced from their homes to relocate from abusive environments to stay with relatives or well-wishers. 

The most desperate girls who visibly showed hunger and starvation were appropriately referred to get at least some basic food to relieve their empty stomaches. This pathetic development can be attributed to the country’s hyperinflationary environment and ever – increasing cost of goods and services, which has left most families at the verge of starvation and some children including girls literally dying of hunger. To fuel the severity of the hunger, harmful cultural practices are also being practised, with some girls now being exchanged for food items and this applies most to girls subscribed to the apostolic sects and those in visibly poor rural areas.

Impact, Challenges and Way Forward 

Most starving girls under GCN support no longer go to school and are on the streets selling air time, tomatoes and freezits, selling up to late hours which further exposes them to sexual abuse. Some extremely poor and vulnerable girls are begging for food and money in the streets, some have  even resorted to prostitution and early marriages. 

As GCN’s activities are demand driven by the girls and communities, the organisation noted that there be resources availed so as to alleviate the girls’ plight, as they are now in hopeless situations. Since girls are often forced to drop out of school and consequently become more vulnerable to abuse, GCN as a safe space for girls at risk, will do well in its mandate to procure the relevant food items as a possible solution to subdue the status quo that is unpleasant for the total empowerment of the girl child whose life has been endangered by what can be avoided and thawed - hunger. 
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	Expenses
	Total 

	Food for 50 girls for 1 month
	$5,000

	Medicine 
	$1,000

	Water purification tablets
	$1,500

	Fuel costs 
	$1,500

	Global Giving 10 percent
	$1,000

	
	

	Total 
	$10,000


