Report from the field – 07/12/2008

Joyce Re-unites with her siblings
A 13 year girl, Joyce Oyiela was over the weekend rescued from early marriage in Saboti division of Trans-nzoia West District. The girl had been forced into marriage due to the prevailing poverty in her family. Her father went missing early in the year during the post election skirmishes that rocked the country. The mother who has no source of income could not manage to fend for Joyce and her 4 siblings in view of their displacement following the violence. As a result, Joyce also went missing but was later traced by Juhudi volunteers in a remote village near Mount Elgon. Just like in her name, it was joy and celebrations as she got reunited with her siblings who have now been resettled back in their homestead. Joyce has missed a whole year of schooling. Juhudi has plans to have her resume her education once the schools open in the second week of January 2009. Meanwhile, Juhudi Children in Crisis is collaborating with other agencies and local authorities in order to apprehend the culprit who has gone missing. More updates will be posted as soon as there are new developments.
