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Elder Women’s Initiative

Women Speak-Out: Changing the Way Californians Age

About the Elder Women’s Initiative

1. What is the Elder Women’s Initiative? 

The Elder Women’s Initiative (EWI) aims to deepen and broaden the impact of the Women’s Foundation of California and The California Endowment by engaging a diverse group of older women and their allies in laying the groundwork for a statewide policy advocacy movement. This movement will help ensure that all women have access to the resources they need to age in their own homes with well-being, dignity and economic security. We believe that by harnessing our elders’ wisdom and energy in a powerful new movement, we are also advancing the well-being of entire families and communities.
2. What is the need for the Elder Women’s Initiative? 
Californians are getting older. By the year 2030, one out of every six of us will be 65 years of age or older. Because women live longer and are more likely to be widowed or live alone, we are more vulnerable to economic insecurity during retirement. And, according to the Institute for Women’s Policy Research, the annual median income from Social Security is 30 percent less for women than for men. If unaddressed, these inequities could lead to chronic illness, inadequate health care and dwindling personal resources. Especially hard hit are women of color, immigrant, those who are low-income and those who belong to one of the many underserved populations of the state.

3. Who are the partners on the Elder Women’s Initiative? 

The Women’s Foundation of California is proud to steer the EWI Coordination Team in partnership with The California Endowment, California Commission on the Status of Women, UCSF Institute for Health and Aging, INSIGHT Center for Community Economic Development and New America Media. Critical in the EWI planning process is our partnerships with Local Planning Committees (LPC) in each region where a “Speak-Out” will be held. 
4. How do I get additional information on the Elder Women’s Initiative? 

For additional information on the Elder Women’s Initiative, please go to our website www.womensfoundca.org. You are also welcomed to contact Special Projects Program Officer Karla Rodriguez by phone at 415.321.2056 and email at karlar@womensfoundca.org.
Local Planning Committees (LPC)
1. What is the role of the LPC? 
The role of the LPC is to partner with the EWI Coordination Team in the planning of the Speak-Out in their region. We have a committee in Fresno, Oakland and Los Angeles. Key responsibilities include identifying key leaders — especially those working with often marginalized populations, such as women of color, immigrant, refugee, LGBT and low-income elder women —to engage in the Speak-Out planning process. The LPC is instrumental in highlighting priorities and leadership opportunities for elder women and their allies, and to support outreach efforts for the Speak-Out. 
2. Who is on the LPC? 
The LPC is composed of key leaders from community/nonprofit, government, faith-based, policy/advocacy, corporate and academic affinity groups, especially those working with often marginalized populations, such as women from communities of color, immigrant, refugee, LGBT and low-income elder women.
3. How did we choose the LPC? 
The LPC members were selected from across a broad spectrum of sectors, including grassroot organizers and nonprofit, faith-based, government and corporate entities. The Women’s Foundation of California and The California Endowment consulted with and invited grant partners to serve on the LPC. In each region, we have engaged staff from government and public leading women and aging advocates from such organizations as California Commission on Aging, California Commission on the Status of Women, Area Agencies on Aging, Office of Women’s Health and offices of elected officials. 
4. Why do we need LPC? 
Our partnerships with the LPC are critical in the planning of each Speak-Out that reflects the communities’ diverse population and priorities.  After the Speak-Out, we will continue to work with the LPC to develop an advocacy training program for older women and their allies. This includes equipping grassroots organizers to articulate policy goals, mobilizing constituencies and lobbying successfully for systems change that will create a California where we can all age in our own homes with well-being, dignity and economic security. 
Elder Women’s Initiative’s (EWI) Speak-Outs
1. What are the EWI’s Speak-Outs? 

The EWI’s Speak-Outs are community listening sessions which will bring together diverse elder women and their allies with policy makers. In these sessions, they will talk about issues elder women face, discuss the assets elder women and their communities have to offer and begin building a constituency for a movement to create a California where we can all age in our own homes with well-being, dignity and economic security. The theme of the EWI’s Speak-Outs is Women Speak-Out: Changing the Way Californians Age.
2. When and where are the Speak-Outs? 

We will be holding three Speak-Outs in California — in Oakland, Fresno and Los Angeles.  Guests will be invited by Local Planning Committee members and advance registration is needed to attend the Speak-Out. Lunch will be served. The Speak-Out is from 9:00am-2:00pm. Locations are as follows:

Oakland: Friday, September 12th 
Nile Room

Preservation Park

1233 Preservation Park Way

Oakland, CA 94612

Fresno: Friday, September 26th 
First Congregational Church 

(“Big Red Church”)

2131 N. Van Ness Boulevard
Fresno, CA 93704
Los Angeles: Friday, October 3rd 
The California Endowment

Center for Healthy Communities Room 

1000 N. Alameda Street 

Los Angeles, CA 90012

3. Who is invited to attend the Speak-Outs?

Elder women and their allies, in particular immigrants, refugees, LGBT individuals, those who are low-income and members of communities of color, are invited to attend the Speak-Outs.  Local Planning Committee members, elected officials, policymakers, foundation staff and media are also invited to listen to the community members and participate in the discussions. 

4. Do you need to be a certain age to attend the Speak-Outs? 

Persons of all ages in support of elder women issues and creating a California where we can all age in our own homes with well-being, dignity and economic security are encouraged to attend the Speak-Outs.
5. How do I register for the Speak-Outs?

Please register online at www.womensfoundca.org. You are also welcome to submit your registration form to Hannah Hill, Program Assistant, by fax to 415-837-1144 and email to hannahh@womensfoundca.org.
6. Will there be interpreter services at the Speak-Outs? 

Yes, we will provide interpreter services for the hearing-impaired and several primary spoken languages for each region. Please specify your interpreter service needs on your registration form, including if you have minor hearing loss and prefer headsets to listen to speakers in English. 
7. Will there be childcare services provided at the Speak-Outs?

Yes, we will provide childcare service for participants who are primary caregivers for children. Please indicate that you will need childcare service on the registration form and the age(s) of the child or children. 

Next Phase:

1. What is the next phase of the Elder Women’s Initiative after the Speak-Outs? 
After the Community Listening Session of each Speak-Out, a Strategic Planning Steering Committee will meet to reflect on key priorities, opportunities and next steps. 

The Women’s Foundation of California, together with the Coordination Team, will produce and disseminate a final report which will include an analysis of the political climate in relation to elder women issues, findings and recommendations from the Speak-Outs and next steps to build a movement of elder women and their allies to lead policy change. 

The long-term goal of the EWI is to develop an advocacy training program for older women and their allies that equip grassroots organizers to articulate policy goals, mobilize constituencies and lobby successfully for systems change that will create a California where we can all age in our own homes with well-being, dignity and economic security.
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