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Executive Summary

this project is one of it on own kind  in Trans-nzoia District. Educational  issues have never been simplified and brought to the door step of every home. For the first time, Makindu and Busemwa villages came together to reward their children in educational achievements. In a unique experience, the pupils from Nursery to Class 8 were awarded various prizes to acknowledge their performances.

Pupils who were between position 1 and 10  in their classes were awarded with various prizes which included, revision exercise book, revision text books, story books, school bags, lantern lamps.

The teachers from the two villages were present to give this unique project the support. Mr Otindo, the Headteacher of Surungai Primary school was the guest of honor. He challenged the community to prioritize education of their children. He regretted that some parents discouraged their children from studying saying their were no jobs for them after all.

Over 200 parents and over 400 pupils participated in the project which while over 70 pupils received awards.

Background

 TYSA has its headquarters in the village of Busemwa. For the last 5 years, the two villages, Makindu and Busemwa have not send students to the university. This is a worrying trend. As observed, very few pupils are making the top ten in the three respective schools where the children go. For example in Class 8, only 3 were out of top 10 in Sinyereri primary school.

TYSA department of education together with Sports Department together have been working on sports and education project. This project focuses on linking sports and education. It emphasizes that education is an important ingredient to sports. Sport play an important role in educational development of the child

Project Activities

the key activities of the project included:

· Awarding of prizes to the children who had performed well

· speeches from community members, invited guests and TYSA

· Soccer for under 12, under 14, under 17 years boys and girls

· Friendly soccer match between Busemwa  FC and Yuya FC for under 17 years

Achievement

This project though being the first one has some key achievements as follows:

· The awards were given as planned

· The pupils and community turn up was beyond expectation. Over 600 participants turned up

· The soccer matches and friendly crowned the day

· The invited guests speeches were relevant to the occasion

· For the first time the teachers who are form the two villages came together to discuss educational issues at the community level as opposed to the normal school tasks

· the community identified  key challenges in the education of its children. They realized that the community is lagging behind in terms of education.

· Children who had returned to school after the operation back to school project undertaken early in the year received awards which was a key motivation to other children who lazy around

· At least each pupil was received an award also got some refreshments.

'Next Term, I have to work hard and be part of the those receiving awards in December 2009' Richard Macharia, a class two pupil at Sinyereri primary

Challenges

This project also provided some challenges which included:

· Some children brought in their report cards very late, even on  the material day. This pushed us to make quick arrangements for the pupils

· Children from other villages who were not part of the target villages turn up on the  and were disappointed that they were not recognized

· the resources were not sufficient to cover a broad base of the children. We would have wished to included  even those who had shown great improvement in the classwork.

Lessons Learned

· That the community with little support can move forward as witnessed by the number of members who turned up

· Use of electronic media ( Radio) helped the project be known and contributed to more participants

· That there is needy to motivate children  in the villages to take education more positively

· That  the parents need to be encouraged to take a pro-active role in the education of their children

· That there is demand for replication of the project in other villages as witnessed by participation of other villages who were not targeted

Recommendations

· Organize a review meeting with teachers from the two villages in September 26th 2009 with view of getting their technical input for future event

· Organize a review meeting with parents of children in the three schools in view of encouraging more community support for the December project. This is to be done 10th October

· Encourage the local community members to support this initiative in the future

· Pupils to actively participate in the future project through organized drama, music, poem and other forms of entertainment

· Invite diverse motivational speakers to challenge and inspire both pupils and community

· That this project be an annual event in the two villages
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