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WHAT IS RAVE?

Redefining Activism through Volunteering and Education (RAVE) is a movement committed to helping foster a culture of active global citizenship where young men and women are enabled to create positive change in their communities.

WHO WE ARE…

We are the returned volunteers and supporters of the Global Xchange Programme.

We persist to learn from the distinct experience of interacting with people from different walks of life.

We have an awareness of issues facing developed and developing countries.

We share our skills to promote relevant activism through volunteering endeavours.

PURPOSE:
As continuing volunteers, we are committed to facilitating positive and realistic change in local communities.

The main issue that we hope to address focus on creating opportunities for young people to get actively involved in social issues that they themselves identify, through the promotion of a culture of volunteerism, with particular focus on GLOBAL EDUCATION.

OBJECTIVES:
· To broaden our perspective through persistent learning

· To carry out local solutions to global problems

· To provide a platform where Global Xchange Programme returned volunteers can sustain their involvement in advocating for peace and development
· To motivate other young men and women to invest in becoming active global citizens
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OUR GLOBAL GIVING PROJECT:
RAVE Youth Interfaith Book Campaign is a campaign to mobilise resources for the cause of Global Education and Interfaith, as spearheaded by VSO’s Global Exchange Programme returned volunteers. 
RAVE volunteers have chosen various Muslim communities in Metro Manila, North Luzon and Mindanao to become the partners of this initiative.  By taking part, individuals and groups will be able to share with the intended target group, particularly both Christian and Muslim children, their first step towards blurring the lines of divisiveness in the country. 

In other words, this project is an initiative towards Global Education and Interfaith for everyone who seeks to take steps in bridging cultural and religious gaps among Filipino children in Manila, Philippines through the promotion of mutual respect and understanding
The volunteers have pre-selected the book below: 
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“My Muslim Friend” is a colourfully illustrated children’s book about two girls living in multicultural Cotabato City.  “My Muslim Friend” is the true-to-life story of the author and her best friend.  The story details how two girls from different religious backgrounds were able to go beyond the walls of religion, bridge their differences through respect, mutual understanding and acceptance, in developing a lifelong friendship. 

With the money raised, the volunteers will purchase the children’s books from the publishers at a discounted price.  These books will then be given to selected schools and communities. The gift-giving can be an event in itself, as a group of professional actors will conduct a puppet show/ storytelling session in each school/ community.  There will also be games, as well as an arts and crafts session, allowing the children to further understand what tolerance and interfaith is all about.  Each gift-giving session will be a celebration to rave about!

The volunteers have chosen this book as part of their Global Youth Education Series, which aims to educate children and youth about issues that are vital to everyone regardless of where they are in the world.
OUR GROUP’S OTHER PROPOSED ACTIVITIES:
· Global YES.  The Global Youth Education Series is a monthly thematic learning exchange between RAVE members and other organizations or groups. RAVE members will primarily be working on the modules, based largely on their combined experiences as volunteers and through the guidance of their mentors/consultants. 

· RAVE “Party.” This will be a venue for RAVE members, friends, supporters and other young people interested to contribute to positive change in their communities to get to know other like-minded people and to brainstorm on various ways to accomplish this. The parties can take on several forms, but hopes to be hip and fun without losing the goal of orienting guests on various issues of importance in their communities, and how they can help as potential members of RAVE.

· ACE.  Avenues for Community Empowerment is RAVE’s response to the need for social action. This undertaking is one that is agreed upon by the RAVE members themselves, and can also be done in partnership with other organizations. Whether it’s an afternoon of teaching in a pre-school, a day of participating in a medical mission, or a more long-term activity of seeing through a leadership training and mentoring project, ACE is seen as a venue to turn Global YES learnings and ideas to actual practice. 

We are proposing to pilot these projects in selected host communities where we have established contact, primarily because we have already conducted social investigation of the areas, and therefore, can more or less assess the needs and opportunities where RAVE can participate in.

.::HOW YOU CAN HELP::.
Because RAVE is on its infancy stage, we definitely are looking into the Organizational Development aspect of establishing the group.  We will definitely need mentors to help us fine tune and see through our proposed activities on the ground.  We are confident of our ideas, but we see that the biggest challenge will come in ground-working and operationalizing plans.

Right now, we are relying on the founding members’ limited resources (ideas, finance, etc.) to give the so-called “initial friction” for the organization, and we will need whatever help people are willing to provide to help us sustain our projects (
For more information, please contact:
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