The Team: Alhaji Jalloh, Awa Sanou, Carson Cornbrooks, Rachel Ochako

      “He who has health has hope; and he who has hope has everything” Anonymous
The conflict in Sierra Leone that lasted for more than a decade has caused untold sufferings to millions of people. Thousands lost their lives and many more were made refugees, displaced and orphaned with little hope for the future. Today, the country is ranked at the bottom of the human development index which is an indication for the need for basic amenities and sustainable development.  

Our project seeks to address these issues by working at the Waterloo Refugee camp now called Kissi Town located in the western rural part of Freetown. It has over 5,000 primary school children in 3 different types of schools. This camp houses Liberian refugees, Sierra Leone displaced persons, orphans, and x-combatants. This community is in dire need of latrines, school furniture, and water. 
The organization that we will be working with is called Youth Action International (YAI). Established in 2002, this organization seeks to develop and implement programs that alleviate the suffering of children affected by war, and empower them to reach their full potential.  It comprises a growing network of young people, mostly volunteers, who utilize grassroots techniques to support war-affected communities to improve their lives. Their programs are strategically designed to break the cycles of violence and poverty and promote the ideals of peace and sustainable development.
 Our goals entail the following:

- The construction of 5 latrines that will cater for 4000 people in the community.  Even though we intend to get professionals in the construction field, we are going to play a great role in the construction itself. We will also involve the children who are usually excited to participate in this type of activity. This exercise will pave the way for a healthier environment and a conducive atmosphere for learning. It will eradicate or at least minimize rampant illnesses that are as a result of lack of hygiene. Children will no longer have to form a long queue to attend to the call of nature or have to go to the nearby bushes to defecate. All of which are very un-hygienic and unfortunate.  At the same time, the nearby health centre will be less crowded and clean. In addition to building the latrine, we will conduct series of sensitizations on basic hygiene. 

Secondly, we will provide furniture (benches and tables) that cater for 3000 students - This will allow children to have a better learning conditions instead of having to sit on the bare and dirty floor. It will also discourage the idea of students using each other’s back as tables for writing.  
Finally, we will be involved in a 3 day workshop training organized for teachers wherein our target is to incorporate ideas about basic hygiene and peace and conflict resolution in the curriculum. 
The team strongly believes that this is a feasible project simply because we are killing three birds with a single stone. We are not only ameliorating the health condition of this community, we are also leaving them with a legacy of education and personal development. My grandfather once said that; “you are what you eat, how you feel and how you think”. Health is the only thing that makes these fabrics of a human being possible. Moreover, the team is made up of individuals with immense experiences that are related to the project and who are also passionate and dedicated towards the promotion of the ideals of peace and sustainable development around the globe. Education is indeed the most assured way out of ignorance and poverty but “when health is absent, wisdom cannot reveal itself, art cannot manifest, strength cannot fight, wealth becomes useless, and intelligence cannot be applied.”
	Name
	Credentials and experience 

	Alhaji Jalloh
(Sierra Leone)
	Worked with mentally disabled children whiles in UWCSEA, worked on a youth empowerment project last summer in Sierra Leone, a member of Initiative for Peace (IFP) and has acted as a facilitator in conferences that were related to peace and conflict resolution, has been involved in several environmental and health sensitization programs. 

	Awa Sanou
(Burkina Faso)
	One year community service experience in a rural area of India through one of the UWC gap year programs. There, she helped housemothers in a centre of mentally challenged adults as well as helped to conduct recreational activities.

	Carson Cornbrooks

(USA)


	Worked the past two summers to build and refurbish houses in Vermont.  He traveled to Costa Rica with a school group to construct sidewalks and paint the buildings for a primary school in an impoverished section of the country. He participated in the big brother program in his town, and worked with projects to confront poverty in Vermont.

	Rachel Ochako 
(Kenya)
	Has a great experience working with kids especially in areas related to hygiene, she spent a year working in one of the UWC gap year project in rural Kenya where she taught and interacted with primary and secondary school children. 


Contacts on the project site:
Yeanoh Conteh, Country Representative of YAI – Sierra Leone
 Address:          1A Hannah Benker -Coker Street
                          Brookfield, Freetown

                           Sierra Leone, West Africa
                                     Budget and Logistics

	Itinerary
	Quantity 
	Price
	Total 
	Comment 

	Cost of building 5 latrines
	5 bundles of pans and blocks

wages for professional workers  

materials for construction

including paint
	1,600

$900

$1,100
	$3,600
	This cost include the purchasing of pans, sticks, cement, sand, a pile of stones in addition to the ones that are near the camp

	Cost of benches and chairs 
	4 primary schools 
	3000 chairs and tables 
	$2,000
	

	Food 
	3 meal per day per person (including snacks) 
	$2 per meal 

$6 per day per person
	$480
	Food is generally very inexpensive

	Accommodation
	20 nights for 2 people
	$12 per night
	$240
	Two of us will stay at my family’s house in Freetown which is about 15 km away from the camp.

	Cost of local Transportation 
	4 persons
	$50 per person


	$200
	This cost  covers the whole 20 days 

	Cost of  repairing a water well
	1 water well

(digging etc)

A rope 

A cover

Cement, sand and stones
	300

25

40

200
	565
	The well is already constructed but it needs to be repaired ( by getting a longer and stronger rope, and to make it dipper by 2m  



	
	Total cost
	$7,085
	


It should be noted that the total cost exclude our air fare to Sierra Leone. We hope to raise $4,285 to subsidize the remaining $2,915 for our air fare. A return ticket to Freetown is $1800 per person.

We are very optimistic to be able to raise these funds from a series of activities that we have planned for the spring and from well wishers.

 Also, all the cost estimated above is based on the present exchange rate $1 = Le 2,975
