Dreams Can Be Foundation comments: 

Amigos de Mata project is located in a rural suburb of Rio de Janeiro that has a very poor unskilled and uneducated population and also a very wealthy population that keeps mainly second homes in this area. It is a microcosm of the disparity of wealth that defines Brazil. The project has reached out in a big way to this wealthier population for funding for this project and has received some great help- but it is not enough. Someone has donated the classroom to the project and the organizers and founders of the project are mostly middle class women from the area.  They believe that if the children and youth of this impoverished population were given at least the chance at an education they could take advantage of some of the opportunities for better income jobs when they are adults. 
The public education system in Rio de Janeiro is extremely lacking. In Brazil teacher training varies according to region. For example in the interior there are few opportunities for further education. Some teachers may have only a high school (or less) training before beginning teaching. Some may have a short workshop type of training though some may have nothing beyond normal high school training. You can read some good information about education in Brazil at this link: http://www.waet.uga.edu/wiki/index.php/Brazil#Brazilian_Educational_Structure 
Below you will find information from the project and a budget proposal sent to Dreams Can Be Foundation for partial funding of the project. 

Information from the project:  
Amigos da Mata a Non-profit Association 

Information from Amigos da Mata Project: 

Introduction:

Amigos da Mata is a non-profit association with OSCIP  (Organização da Sociedade Civil de Interesse Publico) status, under law number 9.790/99 and CGC number 07.620.520/0001-46 which is tax deductible to certain entities.

The project currently serves 56 children and youngsters aged between 5 and 15, living in Mata Nova, Limeira, Ponte de Pau and Toca da Onca, a rural area of Secretario in the Rio de Janeiro mountains. All the participants of the project are currently attending the local school that has very few resources for the students who come from very poor families.

 Objective:

Amigos da Mata works to provide children with a better quality of life through sports and arts, as well as education in personal hygiene and protection of the environment. It also provides them with wholesome and nutritional meals and snacks. The project offers uniforms and free transportation to all of the children enrolled.

This initiative was founded in October 2006, trough the generous donations of neighbors from the surrounding community.

Our headquarters was offered by one of our members and a soccer field and volleyball court has been constructed on the land. In the future we have plans to expand our service to 30 more children living in Capim Roxo, a nearby town. Additionally, we plan to offer vocational workshops and teach teens and literacy programmes to adults.

Organization:

The activities are coordinated by professionals in Art, Language, Physical Education and Information Technology living in Secretario, which is our way of involving the community in the project. In just ten months, the project has begun to make a big impact on the children who have not only begun to institute better personal hygiene practices, but who are happier and are more talkative.

For those of you who would like to see our work, we invite you to visit us in Secretario.

In order to continue with our activities, and to help more kids, we need donations and volunteers. Your participation is vital for this project to continue.

Sincerely yours,

Reg Murray – General Director   

reg@mls.com.br

Site: www.amigosdamata.com.br

Telephone: 21-2294-7320 / 8892-1549
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Values in US$ (1 real = 1,70 dollar)

Annual Value

Value per month

Dreams

Contrapartida

Arts Teacher and Coordinator - includes transport, social security fund, meal and 13th salary

$8,960.00

$746.66

$373.33

$373.33

Portuguese Language Teacher - includes transport, meal and 13th salary

$3,823.53

$318.62

$159.31

$159.31

Sports Teacher - includes transport, meal and 13th salary

$3,314.12

$276.14

$138.07

$138.07

Teacher for an extra course - includes transport and meal

$1,694.12

$141.18

$141.18

*

OBS 1

Accountant - includes 13th salary

$3,051.18

$254.26

$127.13

$127.13

Transport from school to extra actitities twice a week

$8,564.71

$713.72

$356.86

$356.86

Transport to two school reunions a year with the parents

$164.71

$13.72

$6.86

$6.86

Fuel used in a week for shopping, outside services and family visits

$670.59

$55.88

$27.94

$27.94

OBS 2

Gas

$112.94

$9.41

$4.71

$4.71

Snacks consumed in a week by 100 children X 52 weeks

$1,804.71

$150.39

$75.19

$75.19

Electricity - average from the last 6 months

$690.07

$57.51

$28.75

$28.75

School material - for school reinforcement, arts and extra courses

$529.41

$44.12

$22.06

$22.06

Extra expenses for celebrations - July's festivity, Children's Day and closure party

$447.03

$37.25

$18.62

$18.62

Uniforms - 2 shirts, winter clothes and one short per children

Office supply

$84.71

$7.06

$3.53

$3.53

Cleaning suply

$233.65

$19.47

$9.74

$9.74

Hygiene supply - includes toothbrush

$101.29

$8.44

$4.22

$4.22

Gardening Maitenance Services

$423.53

$35.29

$17.65

$17.65

Services and Supply for Conservation of the physical Space and Equipments

$465.88

$38.82

$19.41

$19.41

$26,176.16

$2,181.31

$1,161.23

$1,020.05

OBS 2: 5 visits per year to the family environment will be made

each with the duration of four classes. The daily cost of the teacher invited, with transport and meal included is US$ 70,59

OBS 1: During 1 year 6 extra courses will be given - Music, Paper Recycling, Teatre, etc. -


