The article is written by Mr. Bhimraj Suthar and Mr. Narayan Lakhara (Co coordinator Natural Resource Development program in Kotra block).

In our region the main cash crop in the summers is green gram (chick peas).  The farmers who have lands being irrigated by the anicut (small dam) or open dug wells or rivers etc are able to cultivate gram in summers. To grow gram one requires more water and high temperature in order for the gram to yield adequately. Growing the gram also has its benefits of putting back the nitrogen in the soil which makes the earth productive for the next crop. The gram is grown after taking the wheat crop. 
These farmers grow gram for their personal consumption and the surplus is sold to earn a little cash. There is 23.9% protein, 60% carbohydrate and 1.3% fat in gram. It also contains calcium, potassium, phosphate and various vitamins like vitamin A, B, C, B6, B12 and Thiamine. Seva Mandir is encouraging farmers of Bikarni zone in Kotra block to grow more green-beans. 
The Seed Bank program of Seva Mandir lends the good quality indigenous seeds to the farmers for cultivation. Each farmer after their harvest returns back 1.5 times more seeds to the seed bank. This helps the farmers becoming self reliant for their seeds needs. 

Last year in February, Seva Mandir had organized training on green bean cultivation. 13 farmers requested to borrow the seeds. The seeds bought from the Gujarat State Seed Nigam were distributed to the farmers. In our region the farmers have small sized farms. Of these 13 farmers only 4 used a line-method for sowing and the rest used the broadcasting-method of sowing their seeds. 
The table below gives an account of these 13 farmers who grew gram and were able to have a good crop this year -
	Sr. no
	Name
	Distribution in Kg
	Total production in Kg
	Return to the Seed bank
In Kg
	Personal use in Kg

	Sale in Kg
	Sale per kg. in INR

	1
	 Hamira/pabura
	2
	160
	3
	22
	135
	52.0

	2
	Kasna/hamla
	2
	85
	3
	10
	72
	51.5

	3
	 Burilal/Dhana
	2
	135
	3
	15
	117
	48.0

	4
	 Jitharam/lala
	2
	110
	3
	17
	90
	50.0

	5
	Masru/ dhula
	2
	75
	3
	12
	60
	46.5

	6
	 Singaram/ Moti
	2
	92
	3
	15
	74
	46.0

	7
	Hakka/Harji
	2
	125
	3
	12
	110
	46.5

	8
	 Kulab/ Kaliya
	2
	55
	3
	07
	45
	48.0

	9
	Kupla/Udiya
	2
	128
	3
	17
	108
	47.5

	10
	Meharam/Hira
	2
	140
	3
	15
	122
	48.0

	11
	Bhaiya/ Moti
	2
	48
	3
	15
	30
	47.0

	12
	 Laxmilal/ Bhoja
	2
	98
	3
	05
	90
	48.0

	13
	 Shankarlal/lalu
	2
	83
	3
	10
	70
	47.5

	
	Total
	26 
	1334 
	39 
	172 
	1123
	54,354 (1208 USD)


On an average one farmer would harvest the gram crop worth Rs. 4181/- (93 USD) per harvest. However, the farmers were able to grow much more than previous years. The Seeds Bank also grew significantly as a result of high produce.
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