PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Brigadier George Mansford Rainforest Reserve

The project is named after Brigadier George Mansford (retired), past chairman of the Australian Rainforest Foundation who was instrumental in raising Australian Government funds and private contributions to assist the purchase of this and other land for conservation in the Daintree rainforest.

Background

Australia’s tropical rainforests are the oldest and one of the most biodiverse repositories of life forms on this planet. These small refuges of flora and fauna, some 140 million years old are under threat in the World Heritage Listed Daintree forest of far north Queensland in Australia.

About 3,000 plant species from 210 families are found in the rainforest. Twelve out of the world's 19 families of primitive flowering plants grow here and within these families, there are at least 50 species found only in Australia’s Wet Tropical rainforest. These forests are as mega diverse as any on the planet, including the Amazon.

This area is home to about a third of Australia's 315 mammal species - 13 of these species are found nowhere else in the world. They include unique green possums, ringtail possums, fierce marsupial cats, rare bats, tree-kangaroos, a rat-kangaroo, a melomys and an antechinus. 

While the rainforest is home to a quarter of Australia's frogs and a little over a third of the country's freshwater fish, it is also home to nearly half of Australia's birds - that's more than 370 different species - and 60% of our butterflies. More than 98 rare, threatened or endangered species live in the tropical rainforests.

However, a disastrous subdivision of land in the 1980’s saw an influx of private landowners and a rise in tourism. This pressure has resulted in a combined effort by Government and private citizens to save the Daintree and the surrounding tropical rainforest.

The Australian Rainforest Foundation (ARF) is leading the recovery of the Daintree rainforest through a buy back of freehold land for conservation using binding conservation covenants on the land title and by revegetating rainforest once cleared for farming.

The Project

The centrepiece of the ARF’s efforts is 200 acres of land at Cape Tribulation in the Daintree rainforest. The land is held in trust by the Australian Rainforest Foundation which is attempting to raise $1 million to cover the cost of purchase and rehabilitation of a 100 acre sector of the allotment.

The land has been identified by scientists as having the highest ecological values, with two-thirds of the site covered by mega diverse Mesophyl vine forest exhibiting many rare and threatened species of flora and fauna, including the endangered cassowary.

A little over a quarter of the allotment had been previously cleared for farming and the ARF will rehabilitate this grassland to tropical rainforest as part of the project.

Funds will be required to repay the Land Bank for the purchase price of the land and to remove old fencing, weeds and feral pigs from the site prior to revegetation.

The ARF is constructing a specialist nursery close to the site to gather seeds and forest stems for use in the revegetation of the tropical rainforest. The ARF estimates that 30,000 trees may be needed to complete the revegetation of the site. 

