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With the infrastructure in place, the question

arose about how best to use these facilitics for
* the benefit of the community, once the children

went home. After a lot of thought, it was
~ decided that the most cffective way to use the

equipment and m: aterial at our disposal would

be to conduct computer assisted literacy classes
' forillitcrate and semi-litcrate adults, after school
~ hours.

<[ am often asked how I thought of this unique

idea”. says Anil Virmani, a member of the

 Trust. “Perhaps the seed was sown in my mind

in Doon School where we had Adult Education
and the Dehat Sabha. Maybe the impetus came

" from hearing stories about my great grand

' father Mahatma Hansraj who was responsible

for starting the DAV schools and colleges in
India.”

Our School swff took up the challenge and -

the less educated employees of the two schools
werc the first to attend the computer-based
" Hindi Literacy classes.

 The first students at the school
computer centre, Roop Nagar -

" In the beginning, we encountered several

problems because we didn’t have the software
which could be used for teaching Hindi. We
had to acquire both Hindi software and key-
 boards with Hindi fonts. The learners would
* type Hindiletters with the help of the key-board -
 and then they would be asked to identify the

letters and then type words, followed by

sentences. This approach was however, very
slow, and we noticed thart the learners were

- getting more computer literate and less Hindi
 literate. We scemed to be losing track of our
- objective

of providing our learners with
Computer based functional literacy.

E-Literacy Centre at Indira Camp,
Vikas Puri, New Delhi

The breakthrough came when T.C.S. (Tata
Consultancy Services ) provided us with a
‘Computer Based Functional Literacy
(C.B.E.L.) Hindi module ."This includes arich
collection of pictures, text, and phonetics and
works by teaching whole words rather than just-
letters of the alphabet. Each word is taught as
a picture, as the human mind can ‘recognize
‘images casily. Learners who are unable to read
“can look at pictures explaining the text, or they
 can hear someone read the text to them. Once
they learn to recognise words in their own
language, with these sound patterns, they can.
go further and ‘recognise the words as well.
The training package runs on obzsol;tck
" computers which have been adapted to run-
local language software and does not nced a
e RS E ST T §

P L

There was a very enthusiastic response from:
the “students” as well. The gardener, slightly
educated, wanted to surf the net and learn about




