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Leadership Initiatives (LI) approaches the problems of underdevelopment by empowering 
communities to address their own needs.

LI partners with local government and business leaders to provide promising individuals with 
entrepreneurial, leadership and project management training. These young leaders then identify 
obstacles to development within their own communities, design workable solutions, and create 
sustainable business models to overcome those obstacles.

In the short term: Local leaders create sustainable solutions to existing community problems.

In the long term: Leadership Initiatives develops resourceful generations of leaders poised to 
empower entire nations.

Leadership Initiatives second flagship program is the International Business Alliance Program 
which partners United States high school students with developing businesses around the world. 
Over the course of 18 months students work to to solve three developmental issues that the business 
has identified. Students have the opportunity for a unique "hands-on" experience, interacting 
directly with their partner businesses through Skype, email and phone calls. This fosters increased 
communication and a strong partnership, and allows students to see results as they work to help 
expand a business's technological, financial, and managerial capabilities.

This mutual education endows the next generation of US entrepreneurs and civic leaders with a 
global view of management, development and leadership. By introducing young American leaders to 
international development in a way that builds their understanding and participation with these 
communities at a grassroots level, LI creates a new wave of sustainability through essential cross-
cultural exchange.

Once in the program, many other benefits become available to participating high school students, 
including: development experience, mentors in their future fields of interest, free SAT Training, 
college search and application assistance, college recommendations, and scholarship application 
assistance.

What is Leadership Initiatives?
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Leadership Initiatives is proud to partner with Georgetown University’s Social 
Entrepreneurship Program to offer Social Responsibility Courses and Leadership 
Certification Programs for local DMV area college students and DC residents .

Our education platforms immerse a wide range of local university students and 
residents in the complex issues relevant to business development  and 
entrepreneurship on a local and global scale. 

Georgetown University Center for Social Justice recently selected Leadership 
Initiatives as their Community Partner of the Year!

Leadership Initiatives also has a select internship training program with 
American University that assists local residents in entering the international 
development field. 

A Strong Network of Local University Partnerships
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With a Partnership from Envision Education our Diplomatic Speaker Programs 
bring in motivated students from Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, D.C. and 
connect them with representatives from the Defense, Intelligence, Development, 
and Diplomacy communities.

Leadership Initiatives Organized Diplomacy Panels: Discover the Future
The panels serve as an opportunity for our students to explore career options in 
development and diplomacy through speaker presentations and panel discussions. 
The unique experience of hearing from experts in the field presents students with 
the possibility of discovering specific information related to career paths they are 
interested in while also challenging and inspiring them to consider additional 
career options.

Career Exploration Fair: Launching a Professional Network
After each panel, students have the ability to network and explore career 
opportunities with representatives of various schools and agencies to discuss 
specific topics such as college recruitment and admissions, national security 
issues, civilian government service careers and current international affairs 
issues.

Previous Representatives: U.S. Department of State, Peace Corps, U.S. Army, 
Central Intelligence Agency, Federal Bureau of Investigation, National 
Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, National Security Agency, Department of 
Homeland Security, Office of the Directorate of National Intelligence, National 
Counterterrorism Center, U.S. Air Force Academy, U.S. Naval Academy, Citadel, 
Virginia Military Institute, West Point, Embry- Riddle Aeronautical University

Organizing Development and Diplomacy Speaker Series in the DMV Area
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