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Baron Bliss Posthumously Awarded Honorary Title:

“Original International Friend of Belize”
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This spring marks the 81st anniversary of Baron Bliss Day.  As many of unu know, Baron Henry Edward Ernest Victor Bliss, the Fourth Baron Bliss of the Kingdom of Portugal, was an Englishman of mysterious background who sailed down to Belize many years ago, and had such a great visit that he decided to bequeath his fortune to the tiny crown colony.

The Baron was in dire need of a vacation.  At the age of 42 he was suddenly stricken with paralysis.  So he gathered up his fortune, kissed the Baroness goodbye, wheeled himself about his tiny yacht, the “Sea King”, and sailed from England down to the Caribbean.  After bumming around the Bahamas, Trinidad, and Jamaica for some years, he decided to check out the tiny colony of British Honduras (since 1981 known as “Belize”). 

While floating and fishing off the coast of British Honduras, the Baron became gravely ill (many of unu can relate to digestive tracts gone awry while adapting to life in Belize).  Fearing the worst, the Baron invited the governor aboard and announced his intention to bequeath his fortune to the tiny crown colony.  Soon afterward, the Baron passed away and was buried ashore – his body touching terra firma of Belize for the first time.
A lighthouse was erected near the Baron’s grave, as he requested, and the rest of his generous bequest (around US$2 million) was placed into a trust.  This trust has been used to found the Bliss Institute and Bliss School of Nursing, among other charitable endeavors in Belize.  The Baron’s will further stipulated that 100 pounds sterling be used to fund an annual regatta – a tradition followed every Baron Bliss Day, celebrated annually on March 9th.

[image: image4.emf]So make sure to raise a Belikin this spring in honor of the Baron Henry Edward Ernest Victor Bliss, the Fourth Baron Bliss of the Kingdom of Portugal.  And as if his title wasn’t long enough already – now add “honorary member of IFOB in recognition for his service as the original International Friend of Belize.”

If you didn’t have the opportunity to celebrate Baron Bliss Day down in the Jewel of the South this year, then IFOB is giving you another chance to honor the Baron by emulating his generosity.  That’s right, friends – we’re kicking off our annual fundraiser for IFOB’s Scholarship Program.  For more details on how to support this worthy endeavor, read on.   
Warm regards and happy spring from IFOB!
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Time to pass around the hat for the IFOB Scholarship Fund
This year you can double your donation with just one click!

[image: image6.wmf]Thanks to an endowment from Bobby Overman’s family fund, we have set up a matching grant program for our annual scholarship fundraiser this year.  For every dollar donated to the scholarship fund, Bobby Overman’s family foundation will match it, up to a total of $10,000.  A very special thanks to Bobby Overman for her generosity again this year in supporting our annual scholarship fundraiser.

All around the world kids are counting down the days until summer vacation, and it is no different in Belize.  However, many Belizean students will be unable to return to school in the fall simply because their families cannot afford their tuition, books, and supplies.
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While a secondary school  (high school) education is increasingly necessary to enter the Belizean job market, many Belizean families are forced to choose which of their children, if any, they are able to send to secondary school.  IFOB strongly believes access to basic education is a human right, so we established a scholarship fund to assist Belizean students in need.

Now in our third year, IFOB is currently funding 14 students with full scholarships in Stann Creek and Corozal districts in Belize.  With each scholarship around US$400-500 per year, we have quite a bit of fundraising to do this summer just to keep these kids in school.  
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The generous support of IFOB members and donors enabled us to collect nearly $10,000 for our scholarship fund last year.  Mek we top dat inna 2007!
IFOB Community Grant Recipient
FEATURED PROJECT:  Hummingbird Elementary after-school Chess Club
Thanks to IFOB’s Community Grants Program, members of the Hummingbird Elementary After-School Chess Club in Belize City are honing their chess skills with new chess boards, teaching materials, and a display board.  The Belize Association of Chess Players received an IFOB Community Grant to purchase these materials.  As the below photos and quotes attest – Hummingbird Elementary may produce the next Bobby Fischer. 
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[image: image14.emf]Hummingbird Elementary Chess Club in action

*For the past few years, Glen Reneau has held summer camps at his home on Pelican Street Extension for anyone interested in learning chess.  Glen can be contacted at (501) 207-6066 or (501) 604-9520.


Peace Corps/Belize Moves to Belmopan

Eileen Higgins, PC country director

In January, the Peace Corps staff said "goodbye" to its home of many years, Belize City, and relocated to a new facility in the capital of Belmopan at the end of Iguana Street.  

Things are a little bit quieter her and we miss the hubbub of Belize City.  But, the Belmopan office is larger with lots of natural light and more office space.  There is a large Training Room that is all ours.  It's big enough to host all Volunteers comfortably during Pre-Service and In-Service Training.  We have a nice new library, a kitchen, and a screened-in porch so we can have lunch outside.  Although it seems that the most popular feature is the shower in the Volunteer Lounge. 

The Admin Team – Leticia, Anthony, Stanley, Alcee, Ruth, Tereza, and Alicia – all worked extremely hard constructing and renovating the office site. Thanks to their efforts, the move went smoothly and we are settling in to our new home.  About half the staff has made the move to Belmopan, but the rest commute here.  The commute is long, but has been made easier recently thanks to a shuttle service that picks up and drops off everyone directly at the office.

Even though it's only been a few months, we've already had several RPCVs drop by to say hello.  So, the next time you're visiting Belize, stop by.  You can find us at 6130 Iguana Street and the new phone number is 501-822-1771.  If you need to send mail to the office, the address is P.O. Box 492 Belmopan, Belize.


We dug an old newspaper clipping out of the IFOB files, announcing the departure of one of Manitowoc, Wisconsin’s finest to British Honduras to serve in the Peace Corps.  Forty-five years later, IFOB member Wally Maurer remains in contact with his fellow returned volunteers, and helped organize a recent reunion in Belize.  Sounds like they had a good time:

Belize Reunion – 45 Years Later

By Walter Maurer

A reunion of the first group of Peace Corps volunteers to serve in British Honduras (1962 -1964) took place in Belize in November 2006. Thirteen of the original 35 volunteers were in attendance.  Amid reflections of the past, great conversations, and moments of joy, the men and women shared stories only returned volunteers could tell, punctuated with their life’s highs and lows.
According to the original volunteers, the service changed their lives. Several who were 21-years-old at the time remembered serving as a teachers at both St. Michael’s College for boys and St.Hilda’s for girls; others served mostly as teachers throughout the country.
“Belize has changed so much since I was here, the infrastructure is amazing,” said many volunteers, who recalled an undeveloped Belize.  Many encountered health problems, losing weight, fighting infections or contracting hepatitis. While only poverty was widespread in the 60’s the country is now working to resolve the problems related to AIDS, drugs, corruption and high murder rates.
Some of the comments the volunteers offered after the reunion sum up the magic of the original experience of the 60s and the reunion of 2006.
“Thus the warmth and genuine good feeling among us seemed to me almost magical.  Perhaps we are like shipwreck survivors, united by a common (at that time unusual) and sometimes difficult experience, bonded across a lifetime despite any and all differences   I am thankful for the time spent catching up with those I had been closest to, and equally thankful for the time getting to talk, really the first time, to those who I never got to know before.  There are several I wish I had had more of a chance to talk to, but didn't, just because our schedules were so full.  Bottom line, I loved our time together and will treasure it as a peak experience for the rest of my life.  Thank you, everybody.”
- Marylee Webbeking
 
“,,,When I first walked into the lobby of the Princess Hotel looking for Return Volunteers I saw a group of ‘old people’ at a distance and then quickly came to the realization that ‘I am one of them’! It took only a short time before I felt a connection to people in the group and age was never on my mind again. I felt CLOSER to several people after the Reunion than I had ever been to them in the 60’s.”
- Irv Guss 
 
We all believed that the Peace Corps made a big difference in our lives and the reunion was an excellent way to re-affirm that belief.





Thank you for your support, as always!

Thanks to your support, IFOB is growing in size and capacity.  This enables our two programs - the Scholarship program and Community Grants program - to support and empower more worthy people and endeavors in the communities of Belize each year.  Since IFOB is volunteer-ran and funded by membership dues and donations, the strength of these programs depends the strength of member support.

Besides donating to IFOB’s Scholarship Fund this spring, another tremendous help is spreading the word by forwarding this newsletter to your old Peace Corps, JVI, VSO, CUSO, and JICA buddies who served in Belize.  But don’t limit it to just them, because IFOB is more than happy to receive a helping hand from anyone who cares about the good people and endeavors we are supporting.  Thanks again for your continuing support.

Warm regards and Happy Spring,

Your friends at IFOB

 



Check out the Guest Editorial by Kara Martinez:





Discovery in Belize: Is Oil the new Mahogany?





Only available at � HYPERLINK "http://www.friendsofbelize.org" ��www.friendsofbelize.org�





Spring (database) Cleaning!





IFOBbers – please help us with spring cleaning of our database!  It’ll take 5 minutes (7 at the most):





Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.friendsofbelize.org" ��www.friendsofbelize.org�


Login with your login and password


Click “update contact info” on left side of page


Update your contact information!


Crack a Belikin (or local equivalent) and pat yourself on the back for a job well done.








Send donations to:





IFOB Scholarship Fund


POB 65281


Washington DC 20035





to request a self-addressed, stamped envelope for your payment, just send an email to fundraising@friendsofbelize.org











Forward this newsletter on to friends and family to spread the word!








International Friends of Belize


POB 65281


Wash DC 20035





� HYPERLINK "http://www.friendsofbelize.org" ��www.friendsofbelize.org� 





Even better option to donate to IFOB:                                     





Every dollar you donate to online will be matched by Bobby Overman’s family foundation – up to a total of $10,000.  Click on our donation link below.  It’s fast, easy, secure, and is organized by our good friends at Universal Giving: �





� HYPERLINK "http://www.universalgiving.org/donate/matching/details.do?id=73" ��http://www.universalgiving.org/donate/matching/details.do?id=73�











" The chess equipment has finally arrived, and the students (and the teachers) are very excited.  Here are a few pictures of one of the clubs in action.  Your grant purchased all the chess sets you see, and the display board hanging in the background, as well as a book of lessons we use for practice.  Thanks from Everyone!"





Rob Landolfi


Hummingbird Chess Club














"Even though other sports develop and build self-esteem and self confidence, there's a striking difference with chess. Chess helps to develop the mind and with the thinking that applies to chess--once it's transferred to other disciplines--it helps in concentration, in focus, in problem solving skills and in these are the areas that chess focuses on. It taps into a child's creativity."





Glen Reneau*


Belize Association of Chess Players











IFOB Fundraising Committee Annual Plan





Dis da fuh-we annual fundraising plan:





Community Grants Program:  Our membership dues, collected annually on Belize Independence Day, will support IFOB’s Community Grants Program.





Scholarship Program:  A fundraising drive, kicked off each spring around Baron Bliss Day, will support IFOB’s Scholarship Program.








�


Baron Bliss, the original IFOBber





2007-2008 IFOB Scholarship Program Donation Form





Amount Enclosed:	_____________________________


Name:			_____________________________


Address:		_____________________________


Email:			_____________________________





(if you choose to donate by mail, just clip and send this simple form with your tax-deductible donation, and we’ll send you a receipt for your tax files).  Thanks!





For more information on IFOB’s Community Grant program, visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.friendsofbelize.org" ��www.friendsofbelize.org�.











IFOB’s first scholarship recipient, Marivel, in 2005





In the last 45 years, 1,719 Peace Corps volunteers have called Belize home, as have 231 VSO volunteers, a number Jesuit Volunteers, CUSO, JICA, and others.  So let’s take this opportunity to big up alla dehn deh who blazed the trail for the rest of us.





�





�


�





Reunion of volunteers from the 60’s – Belize, Winter 2007





Top left to right:  Wally Maurer, Jim Martin, Kathy Hardman, Rik Vydareny, Bob Jarrett, Dallas Edwards, Gene Adams.  Bottom left to right:  Irv Guss, Flo Rosse, Patricia Martin, Mary Ellen Heitsch





2007 Reunion Being Planned





Stacie Vecchietti is planning the 2007 IFOB Reunion in Virginia this summer, the last weekend of July. 





Bring your pool clothes, photo albums (or digital photos on CD) and your favorite panty-rippa recipes.





Part of the weekend will include a caravan to see Andy Palacio perform at the FloydFest, about 3½ hours away.  � HYPERLINK "http://www.floydfest.com/" \t "_blank" �www.floydfest.com�.





Stay tuned for more information.  An e-vite will sent to all IFOB members, so if you’re not yet registered on our website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.friendsofbelize.org" ��www.friendsofbelize.org�, stap di lamp-op and register yourself (follow the “join IFOB” link on the right hand side of the website.





For more information and to get involved, contact � HYPERLINK "mailto:Kristi@friendsofbelize.org" \t "_blank" �Kristi@friendsofbelize.org�.








IFOB Board of Directors:


Kristi Drexler, President 


Jeffrey Cleveland,Vice President


Robin Mardeusz, Communications Director


Laura Martinez, Programs Director


Bobby Overman, Membership Coordinator


Maura Varley, Treasurer


Sarah Reynolds, Secretary


Maya Ravindranath,  Field Liaison/Director


Henry Cunningham, General Director


Michelle Morgan, General Director


Meghan Romey, General Director





 IFOB Committee Chairs:


Brenda Williams, Fundraising


Lisa Pilaski, Scholarship Program


Brandon Kitagawa, Small Project Grants





IFOB’s board has been shuffled around a bit this past spring. There are some new faces, and a few familiar ones as well.








Insert faces here





Lisa Pilaski is the new chair of the Scholarships program. Her committee is planning a long-term sustainable scholarship program. Next year, the plan is to offer multi-year secondary school scholarships.





If you have questions or would like to help, contact Lisa at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Scholarships@friendsofbelize.org" \t "_blank" �Scholarships@friendsofbelize.org�








IFOB-funded school fence project to be complete by the end of May





A $500 IFOB grant supported the purchase of fence materials for a garden at St. Alphonsus Elementary School in Seign Bight Village.  Community Projects Chair Brandon Kitagawa reports the fence will protect an organic garden which will provide food for students as well as a resource to learn about science and agriculture.





Peace Corps Volunteer Ken Prola, who has helped facilitate this project, is working with nearby Bella Maya resort to procure donated supplies.  Prola said, “We are going to make the fence out of Palmetto Palm as Carlos has already done a similar fence for his (Bella Maya) resort with this material.”











Erin McClellan is the new PCV leader in Belize this year.  Thanks to PCV Annaliza Thomas and Peace Corps Associate Director Austin Arzu for your support of IFOB this past year! Good luck at this year’s COS conference.





�


Belizean students, busy learning





IFOB has fearlessly plunged into the depths of internet social networking, and now has a myspace page at � HYPERLINK "http://www.myspace.com/friendsofbelize" \t "_blank" �www.myspace.com/friendsofbelize�.





So alla unu myspacers -- add IFOB to your friends list.





 �    
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For every dollar donated to the scholarship fund this year, Bobby Overman’s family foundation will match it, up to a total of $10,000. 
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