
Disasters are social problems just as much as they are environmental and policy problems. However, much of the impact that disasters have on society can averted well before the disaster. As Dennis Mileti notes in Disasters by Design (1999), the impact of most natural disasters can be greatly reduced by proper land-use techniques as well as proper insurance measures. The same holds true for disasters that result from technological failures or human-induced situations. There are many communities in developing nations that face problems due to improper land planning or, simpler still, due to lack of education about sustainable land-use (this is many times the case in developed countries). The communities in, and around, Motozintla, Mexico in the Chiapas state serve as an excellent example of this situation. These communities face the threat of earthquakes, mudslides, and flooding (just to name a few).  Furthermore, a large portion of the population of Chiapas is Mayan and do not have access to valuable resources. The goal of this project would be to design an effective education program to teach the citizens of Motozintla about sustainable land-use and to help institute these changes. Furthermore, we would work towards greater community empowerment through sustainable education. By working with Dr. Jesus Macias, a world-renowned disaster sociologist, the project would identify several hazards that threaten these communities by working with the members of the community. Then through education and other forms of seminar sessions, these vulnerable groups would be taught about land-use and other practices that will serve to lessen disaster impact (e.g., the city’s evacuation policy). All in all, these methods would engage the citizens of Motozintla in a sustainable change in reducing the threat of hazards on their community.

