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1. Introduction

UNHCR assists some 54,000 Sudanese refugees in three camps of Gambella Regional State in Ethiopia. Gambella Region is located in the western part of the country bordering with Oromia to the North and East, SNNPR to the South East, Benishangul Gumuz to the North and the Republic of the Sudan to the West. 
Fugnido Refugee Camp is the biggest among the three refugee camps in Gambella region with an area of 17, 340,000 m2 hosting 27,227 refugees (6,599 Heads of Family).  Following the conflict which caused the death of 42 refugees in November 2003, three sites have established - each site consists of refugees from Nuer, Agnuak and Dinka tribes.  Out of the 6 zones in the camp, 4 zones are occupied by the Nuer refugees with 15,716 populations; while others are located in the two other zones each consisting of 9,916 Anuaks and 1,595 Dinks.  
Among others, Gambella have been selected by HQs to conduct the pilot test of Solar Task Light.  Considering the fact that Fugnido is the biggest camp in Gambella, pilot project test was launched on 13 October 2006 in this camp with some potential refugees selected for using the solar task light. The research project supposed to have started earlier, but due to delay from the dispatching Regional Office in Addis Ababa, it was received late.
The research was conducted for two weeks starting from 13-26 October 2006. Taking into consideration the population size in the three sites, an effort was done to cover all the camp area. The research mainly focuses on the usage of the Solar Task Light by refugee community for the purpose of promoting education and improving the security situation of the camp. Moreover, it tries to show the practice and the outcomes of the solar task light usage in line with the problems encountered and recommendations proposed.
2.  Description of the Target Groups
Although UNHCR HQs informed the Associate Community Services Officer in Gambella the dispatch of 50 Solar Task Lights, 48 pcs of STL were received and distributed to some selected refugees in Fugnido camp in order to conduct the research. 
The main objective of the research was to conduct a pilot test on the use of STL by refugees in order to promote children’s education in the camps and enhance the security of refugees, particularly for women and children; reducing CO2 emissions and amount of kerosene and wood burned during the night.

Steps Taken:

The primary step taken to start the project was the selection of the following potential target groups:
· Students to mobilize other students to habilitate communal centers in( pre schools, Churches, under shades …) and study every night using the STLs
· Teachers to mobilize other teachers to assist the students who are studying in the communal center and giving tuition classes.   
· Shurtas (refugee police men) to use the STLs for patrolling in the camp for security    

Purpose
· Disabled/Orphan students to organize others to study in one place using STLs 
· Big families composed of more than six students to use it for studying purpose. 

· Health workers to use it for emergency cases at night
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The distribution was carried out with a detailed demonstration about the usage and charging mechanisms. The ration card numbers of the selected responsible persons were written on each STLs. The distribution list presented here below: 
	Sites
	Zone
	For Students use
	For

Teachers

Use
	For Shurtas

Use
	Big families
	Health workers
	Total

	
	
	   Students
	Orphan
	Disabled
	
	
	
	
	

	Nuer
	Zone 1
	2
	1
	1
	1
	2
	1
	-
	8

	 
	Zone 2
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	-
	7

	 
	Zone 3
	2
	1
	1
	1
	1
	1
	-
	7

	 
	Zone 4
	2
	1
	1
	1
	2
	1
	-
	8

	Dinka
	Zone 5
	3
	- 
	- 
	1
	1
	1
	1
	7

	Anuak
	Zone 6
	6
	1
	- 
	1
	2
	- 
	1
	11

	 
	Total
	17
	5
	4
	6
	9
	5
	2
	48


2.1 Responsibilities and tasks given to specific groups

After the distribution the chosen refugees were made to select suitable communal centers to read and study for the group they represent in their specific zones. Accordingly, a total of 24 communal centers; 16 in Nuer site, 5 in Anuak and 3 in Dinka site were habilitated to serve as studying and reading centers at night. Moreover the following responsibilities were given to the target groups

· The Zonal Chair man of each zones were given the responsibility of monitoring the proper usage of all the STLs distributed in their specific sites. Also they were assigned to charge the students task lights and to distribute them to the selected responsible student daily.
· The selected refugee students were assigned to mobilize students of their zones to come to the chosen centers for studying and reading purposes every night.   

· The selected refugee teachers were assigned to check the studying centers, to assist the students  and also to mobilize teachers of their zones to use the task light for educational purposes.
· The selected orphans and disabled refugees were assigned to assemble orphan and disabled students in one centre to study or read with the assistance of teachers.
· The selected shurta(policy guards) heads were given the responsibility of charging the task lights and to pass it to the shurta on duty for patrolling in the camp at night time.
· The head of big families were selected as they are more liable to monitor the functioning of the STLs and that they were given the responsibility of recording the time of charging according to the weather condition and also report on the effectiveness of the STLs on daily base. More over they were assigned to use it for their kids students and to organize their neighboring to come to study with their family every night.
3. Practices on the Usage of the Solar Task Lights (STLs)
On October 14th, 2006 the morning was fogy and all the distributed STLs were charged only for three hours. Fortunately as the STLs were already charged before the distribution, the powers of the lights were good enough and all the study centers and the Shurtas were using them for almost five hours. For the next three days the weather continued to be fogy and the STLs were charged for about average of six hours and the refugees were using them for more than four hours.
However, on the following day the weather became sunny and the refugees started to charge the STLs for ten hours as the instruction on STL. This time it became more effective and served for seven hours the student for their study and the refugee polices for patrolling in the camp. Also the refugees mentioned that even after seven hours use the light doesn’t go down totally rather it becomes dim and dimmer.
3.1 Students’ Study Centers
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There were 24 places selected to serve as study centers with the maximum of 2 solar task lights. However it has been observed that one or two STLs were not bright enough to read in a room with average 36m2 surface areas. There fore the refugee community decided to reduce the number of the centers and to put more STLs in one place. The idea worked and with the average of 30-40 students were able to study in one center using 4-5 solar task lights. 

3.2 Teachers’ Study Centers
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The teachers at first tried to use one STL in one place but it didn’t work as the light of one STL was not sufficient in one teachers study center. So they decided to mobilize other zones and arranged schedule to use them collectively in one place turn by turn. Finally they managed to give tuition classes for 30-40 students of their specific zones in the teachers study centers according to their turn. Moreover teachers who were not giving tuition classes were assigned to assist the students of their specific zones.
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3.3 Orphans’ or Disabled Students Study Centers

Also in these centers it has been observed that one STL was not bright enough to read. But in the case of these groups it was hard to gather especially all the disabled students in one place and use STLs in one center. Therefore, the community agreed the orphans to be incorporated in the student study centers of their specific sites and for the disabled students they arranged the near by big families to accommodate them to share the light for studying purposes.

3.4 Big Families
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Concerning the big families they were putting STL inside their houses and 7-10 students were using the solar task lights for studying. Also they were sharing the lights with the disabled students of their specific zones. Although it has been observed that one STL was effective and the brightness can cover the entire area of a house with a total area of 9m2.  

3.5 Shurtas (Refugee polices)

In this group one shurta was using one STL in the time of patrolling in the camp for securing the safety of the refugees. It has been observed that one STL for one zone was perfect and sufficient.
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They have mentioned that the STLs were handy and give more light than other torch lights. For this 
group the shurtas were using them for more than five hours effectively.

3.6 Health Personals

The health personnel used STLs at the health center and it served to treat emergency cases like assist pregnant women in delivering babies. Moreover, the health staff  were lending the STLs for study centers when ever they are not using it and take them back when there is an emergency to be attended.
4. Problems and Comments
· The major problem faced was the unusual weather change in the area which makes the ten hours charging impossible. It also jeopardizes the effectiveness of the STLs.
· Even though the students and teachers’ centers organized were successfully using the lights, some of the refugees were commenting about the design of the STL being not that much appropriate for communal centers. This is because they were more designed to be used as hand torch lights rather than normal lamps.
· Though purpose is for pilot test, distribution STLs only for the selected groups created some complaints from refugees as all house holds wanted to have one for them selves.     

5. Recommendations and Conclusion
 Noteworthy to mention that as most of the refugees in Fugnido spent the refugee camp for more than a decade, they never experienced such kind of privileges.  The exercise makes the use of the solar light very much exiting and successful. Even though some refugees were trying to manipulate the usage of the STLs, 90% of the refugee communities were observed discharging the responsibilities given to them with full commitment and interest. Moreover, some refugees recommend that the design of the STLs to be amended from the head part in such away the light can cover more area. 
In general, it has been observed that the presence and use of the STLs has improved the living condition of the refugee community especially the student group. UNHCR Gambella believes that the use of Solar Task Light will undoubtedly bring tremendous positive effect in the lives of refugees precluding environmental destruction by illuminating the after dark life. Therefore, it is highly  recommended if more donations could be solicited that cover the three refugee camps in Gambella which will play a great role in promoting education and enhancing the security and of the refugees.      
END.    
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