A Partnership of Prajwala and ASSET India Foundation
Report on Computer classes for mainstream students of Shelter Home for Children who are survivors of Trafficking 

Introduction 

In today’s context a person is labeled as computer illiterate if one is not equipped with computer knowledge. Therefore computer literacy especially IT knowledge is very important in the lives of children of this generation.  Most of the schools in Hyderabad have introduced computer has a compulsory subject. Similarly, Little Flower School where the mainstream students  attend also have  Computer course as a introductory subject but do not have any facility to practice their skills . Prajwala as always has been, in the process to find new avenues to keep up with the needs of the children exploring the various possibilities to start computer course as computer knowledge gives an added weightage . The timely intervention by ASSET India foundation is highly appreciated by the organization and children who are survivors of trafficking. This value addition knowledge strengthens the efforts to restore a positive self-identity for a child who is starting a new phase in her life. 

Partnership between Prajwala and ASSET Foundation 

First meeting was held on 6th August 2007 at LANCO construction office and later after series of meeting with Mr. Ray Umashankar and Ms. Radhika a MOU was signed between Prajwala and ASSET India Foundation. The salient point were as follows - 

· Infrastructure to be provided by Prajwala

· Students who are survivors of trafficking and now reintegrated in mainstream education from Prajwala

· Computers to be provided by ASSET India Foundation

· Instructors from ASSET India Foundation

· Monitoring by ASSET and Prajwala 

· Regular feed back by Prajwala

As per the MOU students were selected, first batch consist of 14 students and second batch with 17 students from VII to IXth  standard. 10 computers were provided by ASSET Foundation and instructors Ms.Sangeeta was appointed by ASSET Foundation to conduct the classes.

Syllabus 

The syllabus includes the basics of computer system, Micro Soft Office – MS Word, MS Excel, MS Outlook, MS Access, MS Front page, MS Power point, and Internet Explorer for accessing Internet. For Spoken English the textbooks of the Vivekananda Institute of Languages, published by the Rama Krishna Matt, Hyderabad was provided to the children. 

The first batch for Spoken English and Computer course started from the month of November 2007 with the children of standard VII. As they were below the age of 14 they were given Spoken English and computer classes only for 20 days from November 1-10 and December 1-10.

Second batch came because there was a slight miscommunication about age of the child in the first round and a discussion with Radhika sorted that out. The second batch started from 11th December 2007 with the children of VIII and IX standards. The batch was subdivided into two groups as per the standard. The spoken English classes are conducted for 1hour. For computer, the first half hour is for theory and the next half hour for practical. The children of standard IX are have classes from Monday to Wednesday and the other group of standard VIII have  classes from Thursday to Saturday. The timing of these classes are in the evening from 3.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. On Saturdays quiz sessions are conducted one hour in between the two groups.

Life Skill and English Language 

Apart from computer education, ASSET India foundation made GE’s Life Skill programmes available to the children. The girls who are attending high school and students from  age group 14-18 are  benefiting from the life skill programme. The programme includes yoga, meditation, SUZOKU, etc.

Spoken English classes are held to improve the language and enjoy interaction in English within and outside the class.

Impact of the Training – 

· The students are very happy to learn the skill of computer operation 

· The fear of using the computer has vanished 

· Students expressed that now they are in par with other schools levels

· Most of the students feel they can use their creative skills by using the tools

· Spoken English is building confidence in them and are making effort to converse in English

· A few students even feel that they can peruse computer as their profession

· Life skill sessions have helped the children to practice meditation in the morning and they have shared the technique with other children at the Shelter Home.

Details of Students 

The following list depicts the students who enjoyed and are enjoying the benefits provided through the ASSET ICT program.

Batch I:

	Sl. No
	Name of the student
	Standard

	01
	B.  Bhavani
	VII

	02
	E. Bhavani
	VII

	03
	B. Ganga
	VII

	04
	K. Laxmi
	VII

	05
	B. Madhuri
	VII

	06
	B. Nirmala
	VII

	07
	M. Parvathi
	VII

	08
	B. Soujanya
	VII

	09
	V. Swathi
	VII

	10
	Y. Swathi
	VII

	11
	R. Swapna
	VII

	12
	R. Surekha
	VII

	13
	K.Vennela
	VII

	14
	M. Monika
	VII


Batch II (Group I): 

	Sl. No
	Name of the student
	Standard

	01
	Swapna
	IX

	02
	Soujanya
	IX

	03
	Durga
	IX

	04
	Gouri
	IX

	05
	Renuka
	IX

	06
	Mariya
	IX

	07
	Lavanya
	IX

	08
	Pavani
	IX


Batch II (Group II):

	Sl. No
	Name of the student
	Standard

	01
	Soundarya
	VIII

	02
	Spandana
	VIII

	03
	Srujana
	VIII

	04
	Neelima
	VIII

	05
	Archana
	VIII

	06
	Shaheen
	VIII

	07
	Uma
	VIII

	08
	Bhargavi
	VIII

	09
	Haseena
	VIII


Conclusion:

Partnership between Prajwala and ASSET India Foundation has provided the mainstream students of the home an opportunity to gain Computer knowledge, which is the need of the hour. This venture has opened new avenues for the children to think computer education as an option for their future. As it has been expressed by the children the computer course has not only provided them to get over the fear of using the system but also enhanced their over all personality through spoken English and life skill classes. 

