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YOUTH EMPLOYMENT SUMMIT CAMPAIGN (YES)

A DECADE CAMPAIGN OF ACTION 

2002-2012

CREATING   TOGETHER

WORKING   TOGETHER

ACHIEVING TOGETHER

BACKGROUND
Recognizing youth unemployment as a global problem, the Educational Development Center, Boston, USA, launched a ten-year Campaign (2002-2012) and the first Youth Employment Summit was held in September 2002, at Alexandria, Egypt. 

This conference was attended by representatives from 120 countries (including Pakistan) and was appropriately graced by the presence of world-class personalities, such as H.E Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak, former US President Mr. Bill Clinton, and others. The YES Campaign Committee is co-chaired by Carlos Magarinos, Director General of United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO). Other UN Agencies working in collaboration with YES are 1) The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA);

(2) United Nations Development Program (UNDP) (3) Food and Agriculture Organization/ United Nations (4) International Labor Organization (ILO) (5) UN Economic Commission for Europe (6) UN Habitat

WHY A YES CAMPAIGN?

Please consider this:

· There are one billion youth (15-24 years), 850 million in developing countries.

· There are 1.2 billion youth behind them in the school systems.

· 153 million youth are illiterate.

· Youth are two to three times more likely to be unemployed than adults.

· Over 1 billion people in the world live in poverty, mostly in developing countries.

· 1.3 billion live on less than a $1 a day, and 3 billion under $2 a day. 
The Campaign has been launched to reach the un-reached, remember the forgotten and include the excluded and to open doors of opportunity for the talent of a younger generation to create a better future for themselves and a better world for all
YES NETWORK PAKISTAN

An initiative of young people to empower young people to be leaders and entrepreneurs

Background:

Pakistan at the moment houses the largest number of youth in its history. According to Census 1998, Youth under the age of 29 constitute 70% of the total population. As much as 64.87% young populations reside in rural areas and 35.13% in urban areas. The census of 1998 counted 56 million children under the age of 15. There were another 13 million adolescents between the ages of 15 and 19, and 11 million youth aged between 20 to 24 years. It is a great tragedy that the vast amount of youth energies has never been put to proper use. They have not been given any participation in any sphere of life. They have never made partners in the development of the country. This is the best time for Pakistan to invest in youth and reactivate and relocate their disfranchised energies. The youth of Pakistan presents the most promising resource and in huge quantity-a big reservoir of energy. If this energy is put to proper use it will bring about a complete social, economic, cultural and ideological revolution in the country.

YES Network Pakistan: A New Paradigm:

YES Network Pakistan is an initiative by the young people to address the greatest challenge of Youth unemployment. This initiative has been taken out of the need for an integrated and well-coordinated effort to address the pitiable and deplorable state of Youth. There are many young people in Pakistan who have no opportunity to realize their gifts and talents. Disappointments, deprivations, sufferings and despair among Youth of Pakistan leave them with no choice. 
It is clear in Pakistan:

· Youth unemployment is high and rising.

· Youth are more unemployed than adults.

· Young women face poorer employment prospects.

· The majority of new jobs are low paid and of poor quality.

· The costs of youth unemployment are high.

· There is an urgent need for action.

Alarmed by this situation, Youth of Pakistan decided to take the responsibility to address the challenges being faced by them by teaming up with broad range of stakeholders. YES Network Pakistan is making efforts to create the conditions and the stage whereby young people can find their power. YES Network Pakistan believes Young people of Pakistan as to be part of solution rather than part of the problem and a major force to bring positive change in the communities. Their enthusiasm, energies and creative abilities will be properly utilized to create a meaningful impact on the socio economic development of the country.  

YES Network Pakistan is a legally registered not-for-profit organization. It has a strong volunteer structure The Network is establishing National, Provincial, and Functional (local) committee’s structures in place to facilitate decision making and implementation and to spearhead the development of a shared vision with public and private organizations, civil societies and young people on ways in which to address youth unemployment. These structures are key to promoting youth advocacy at the local, provincial and national level.

Our Belief:

Young people when self-organized, empowered, and mentored will make the best champions and actions to promote employment, entrepreneurship and civil societies.

Our Vision:

A better Pakistan is the destination,

Youth engagement is the vehicle.

Our Mission:

YES Network Pakistan cultivates youth empowerment, promotes participatory development, challenges attitude and affirms social change. We accomplish our mission through community building, consciousness-raising, and skill building, and taking action. In doing so, YES Network Pakistan creates opportunities for youth to think critically, express themselves, and assume a central - leadership - role in their communities.

Two important Goals of YES Campaign:

· Building the capacity of youth people to be leaders

· Building entrepreneurial culture to promote youth employment

Framework for Action:

Recognizing that the kind of society we live in tomorrow depends on how young people grow up and contribute to their communities today, YES Network Pakistan is focused on channeling its resources in the following pivotal areas:

· Youth Service Programs

· Youth participatory Development

· Education and Skill Development

· Information and Communication Technology

· Research and Training

· Youth Health 

· Gender Equity and Child Rights

· Entrepreneurial Development

· Environmental Sustainability

Our Strategies:

· Integration with well established organizations

· Collaboration for building social capital for financing the cause

· Capacity building for developing champions for the cause

Accomplishments of YES Network Pakistan:

Since its inception, the Network has made rapid strides and achieved successes across many sectors and highlighted below: 

· Developed an institutional structure that involves young people in a meaningful way in the campaign. 

· Established 3 YES Skill Development Centers for underserved and marginalized young people to provide them an opportunity for self-development and growth. These centers are established with the support of local communities and elected bodies. They are being led and run by local youth. They offer facilities for literacy, tuition, stitching, computer handling, and typing training. 
· YES-Pakistan and the University of The Punjab have conducted a pilot household study on the employment realities of 100 families in the slums of Lahore. The opportunities, needs and life experiences of this research sample are serving as the basis for developing viable projects. 

· YES Network Pakistan was invited by the World Assembly of Youth to participate in the Roundtable of World Youth Leaders in Melaka, Malaysia 10th -16th May 2003. 

· On August 13, 2003, about 100 YES Volunteers, 15-29 years old, dedicated one year to community service and to demonstrating their capacity for involvement in societal change and development. This was done as part of the ceremony to launch the Pakistani National Youth Service (PNYS) in Lahore. Government of Pakistan and Private sector pledged their utmost cooperation. 
· Developed a team of mater trainers in various income generating skills to promote entrepreneurship at grassroots level and to train under-privileged young people in these skills for setting up small enterprises. 

· District Government Kasur and UNICEF selected YES Network Pakistan as the major partner for conducting third party verification of the data collected by the Education Department and social mobilization for the promotion of Universal Primary Education Program. 

· Undertaken a pilot research to understand the priorities of profitable and non-profitable organizations in recruiting, retaining and rewarding young employees with the support of Punjab University. 

· Established and run successfully over 100 non-formal literacy centers in Rawalpindi and Kasur districts with the support of 100 female Youth Service Volunteers for over 3000 women in the under-served and under-privileged locations of Punjab province.

· Established a theater group to use local culture for creating awareness regarding social problems. Currently, they are performing at selected places in Rawalpindi District. 

· Developed several Modules, Teaching Aids and Action Planning Kits to mobilize young people to constructive action. These materials are being used by local, national and international NGOs for youth involvement and mobilization. It includes modules on leadership development, physical development, career development, social development; teamwork, gender sensitization and setting up self help youth groups.  

· Model of working with youth in an under-resourced environment was selected as the best practice for major presentation at the Youth Mexico Summit held on 4-8 October in Mexico.

· Selected by the Youth Employment Network of UN to participate in a high level dialogue with UN agencies, World Bank and other international agencies during the ILO session in June 2005 in Geneva.

· Country Coordinator of YES Network Pakistan has been awarded first JP Youth Service award of Pakistan on account of his outstanding commitment and contributions to bring change in the lives of neglected and destitute children and young people.

· The Government of Punjab has recently issued a letter in favor of YES Network Pakistan to all the leading educational institutions to invite them for sharing their promising strategies of involving young people in community building activities.
· YES Network Pakistan is in process of establishing 50 literacy centers and 30 home schools for marginalized girl children and women in hard-to-reach areas with the help of her youth service volunteers.

· Planning to mount a powerful ICT campaign at grassroots level throughout Pakistan for helping young people to have smooth transition from school to work. A USA based computer donating organization has agreed to provide technology and online training to the service volunteers of YES Network Pakistan. 
· YES Network Pakistan’s youth service volunteers are carrying out a major relief and rehabilitation program in many of the earthquake affected communities.

Our Partners

· UNICEF

· Association for the Development of Pakistan

· National Commission for Human Development

· American Jewish World Service

· US State Department

· UPS

· Innovations in Civic Participation

· Global Philanthropy Forum

· Punjab University, Lahore

· International Association for National Youth Service
· District Governments
· International Family Planning Leadership Program
REACHING THE FRAMEWORK OF ACTION OF YES NETWORK PAKISTAN

To realize our framework of action we seek to create `Youth Employment Ecology’, in partnership with our diverse stakeholders.  We invite media to help focus attention on the issue at a global scale; the NGO’s and private sector to help bridge the gaps by providing technical support and on-the-job training; youth to take a lead in rolling out the campaign; governments to create and enabling environment; private foundations and international agencies to invest in building local capacity; and education and training institutions to develop and design practical curricula.  Most of all we need each of you to make commitment to young people and offer them your personal support.

MEMBERSHIP

If you are in agreement with the Vision of YES Network Pakistan and pledge to promote the movement by taking responsibility as a Volunteer to work collectively for the actualization of YES Vision. You are Welcome to YES Network Pakistan.

We have the following categories of YES Network Membership:

1. Individual Membership

Rs. 100 per annum

2. Organizational Membership
Rs. 300 per annum

3. YES Functional Committee       Rs. 300 per annum

Establishment Membership

BE A DONOR
Help us by making a donation. Any amount would be greatly appreciated and would help us to fund vital services to our service programs. For more information please call or visit our secretariat or Email: aliaccessed@hotmail.com or ali@yespak.org
We are also grateful to all the people who have given us such strong moral support and volunteer time. We thank you for your contributions and your commitment to our projects.

Contact us for information, participation or support

Ali Khan 

County Coordinator

YES NETWORK PAKISTAN

SECRETARIAT

84-85 Old Rifle Range, Chauburgi Park, Lahore, 

Tel: (042) 7401518 • Cellular: (0300) 944 0493

E-Mail: contactyespakistan@yahoo.com & connectwithali@yahoo.com

 Internet: www.yesweb.org 

And 
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