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Literacy Curriculum Overview

This curriculum for grade levels 1-5 is based on the Common Core Curriculum Standards.  (CCCS)  These standards correspond to the College and Career Standards. 

The grade specific standards provide a basis that all students are expected to understand and demonstrate a level of competency. 

The reading standards offer a focus and exposure to a range of text.  Each year the students are expected to meet new expectations and competencies in reading and writing while retaining skills and strategies that were learned at the previous level. 

The literacy curriculum includes the following:

Reading Standards for Literature

Reading Standards for Informational Text

Reading Standards for Foundational Skills

Writing Standards

Speaking and Listing Standards

Language Standards 

Most of the skills presented in the curricular units are continuously covered throughout a thirty –eight week time period. The skills are worked with more challenging texts and tasks as the student progress from one level to the next. 

The curriculum in presented as master units map that is a guideline for the literacy instructors. The teachers can use this to construct and implement meaningful instructional lessons for the students. 

Resources used for the composing of the curriculum are listed after each grade level section. 

Resources for teachers to use for instructional purposes are included in the appendices. Trade books are the most motivational type of text for students and the titles are listed as recommended by grade level. Of course these are only suggested books as it is always necessary for the teacher to match the text to the student’s interest and reading level.
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Master Curriculum Map

Penndco / First Grade

Language Arts: Reading Literature (weeks 1-38)

Reading Literature
Essential Questions:
What strategies do young readers successfully use to establish the message in literature?

How does asking questions help the reader understand the text?

How are characters and setting developed throughout the story?

How do words and phrases shape the tone of the text?

How do illustrations contribute to understanding the text?

Why is it helpful to compare and contrast stories?

How does reading independently build stamina?

Content:
Main idea of the text

Recalling details

Retelling the story in correct sequence

Elements of narration; characters, setting, plot and conclusion.

Author’s purpose

Comparisons

Activating and building schema

Skills:
Ask and answer questions about the key details in the story
Reconstruct or retell the story is sequence

Identify the story elements—characters, setting, plot (problem) conclusion (solution)

Distinguish fiction from non fiction literature.

Distinguish the author’s role and illustrator’s role

Identify the author’s purpose

Model reading for students to note author’s vocabulary choices and writing style.

Compare and contrast characters or events with other stories or experiences

Build stamina as a reader/ students read independently.

Assessment:
Teacher made test

Performance assessment

Dramatizations

Anecdotal records

Benchmark evaluations such as the DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment)
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First Grade 

Unit: Reading for Information (weeks 4-38)

Reading Informational Text
Essential Questions:

How do good readers locate specific information in a text?

How do the elements of non fiction help readers in attaining information?

Why is it important to understand the author’s purpose in writing the text?

How does the use of various sources improve the reader’s understanding?

Content:

State the main concept and subject matter
Questions about the details in a text

Recognize the text features of informational books (heading, captions, graphs, pictures)

and use these features to better understand the subject matter.

Locating evidence to support responses

Comparing

Author’s Purpose

Skills:
Ask and answer questions about the major events or figures in a text

Identify the main idea

Analyze the subject matter through the use of charts and diagrams

Locate and name elements such as the table of contents, index or glossary

Determine the author’s purpose

Distinguish the information provided by the pictures and information provided using words.

Use various sources on the same subject to compare and contrast information.

Make predictions based on research done using magazines, and technology resources to get a better understanding of the material. 

Assessment
Research projects.

Anecdotal records

Performance assessment (experiments etc)

Participation in discussions 

Teacher made test or activities
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First Grade

Unit: Speaking and Listening (weeks 1-38)

Speaking and Listening
Essential Questions

How does conversing with peers assist students in their overall comprehension?

How will students show and verbalize an understanding of what has been read and or discussed?

How will students be able to provide additional details to familiar events, people or things in the text?

Content:
Participate in varied types of conversations and discussions with peers and adults.

Establish Conversational Rules: listening when someone is speaking. One person speaks at a time. The need to stay on topic, and responding to questions asked.

Evaluations of information presented through read aloud, diverse media or oral presentations.

Presentation of knowledge on a topic through the use of words, explaining pictures, reading and written text
Express of ideas in complete coherent sentences. 
Skills:

Engage in conversations with peers and adults

Think Pair Share with a partner

Express thoughts and opinions in a small group or large group setting

Ask and answer question about key details in a text, video or oral presentation.

Adapt schema to accurately incorporate new information

Request more information when further clarification is necessary to understand the topic

Describe relevant details including people, places, things, events and emotions.

Provide additional details through drawings and explanation of the drawings.

Produce complete sentences that remain on topic.

Assessment:
Personal Projects

Assigned reading with oral presentations

Pair and Share Experiences (small group)

Whole group discussions. 

Socratic Method
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First Grade 

Unit: Foundational Skills (Week 1 – 38)

Foundational Skills

Essential Questions:
How will students demonstrate an understanding of basic features of print?

How can students show an understanding of isolating and pronouncing initial, medial and final sounds words that follow the CVC pattern?

How does following sentence structure and writing rules (noun/verb. Punctuation) affect the written product.

How do students apply word analysis skills to decode unfamiliar words? (use of digraphs, final e and endings such as ing)

How will read high frequency words automatically (identifying them within 3 seconds) help in the understanding of the text?

How do strong readers use fluency, rate and expression to enhance their understanding of a text?

Content
Features of print

Consonants and both short and long vowel sounds in blending words.

Phonemes in isolation and blends
Phonics and Phonemic awareness 

Word analysis

Establishing purpose

Fluency and rate

Comprehension of grade level text when reading independently

Skills 
Match oral words to print

Demonstrate tracking of text

Recognize onset and rime of commonly used words

Recognize the purpose of capitalization and punctuation in writing

Distinguish short and long vowel sounds within a word

Blend spoken segments into a word

Identify the number of syllables in a word

Isolate initial, medial and ending sounds of a word.

Sort words by common beginnings or endings.

Decode on level words

Apply strategies to decode unfamiliar words

Read words with inflectional endings

Identify and read high frequency words

Read grade level text with purpose and understanding

Use word attack skills to encode words used in response to reading.
Assessment
Teacher observation and anecdotal records.

Weekly assessment activities on specific skills (teacher made test) 

Sentence writing activities to note ability to construct words and follow sentence structure.
DRA Developmental Reading Assessment

Running records using cold reads / or graded word list (Dolch word list) 
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First Grade Language (weeks 1- 38)

Language
Essential Questions
How will students demonstrate their command of the English language in their writing and speaking?

How do conventions of standard English such as capitalization, punctuation and spelling assist both reader and writer?

How will applying word analysis help students decode new words and gain word meaning?

How do test to self, text to text and text to world connections assist readers understanding of a text?

Content
Usage of nouns in speaking and writing

Usage of verbs to convey sense of time- (present, past, future)

Inclusion of adjectives to enhance descriptions
Writing declarative, interrogative and exclamatory sentences

Spelling words using conventional patterns.

High Frequency Words in reading and writing.

Context Clues to derive meaning

Making text connections T-T, T-S, T-W

Skills
Print upper and lower case words when appropriate

Writing sentences beginning with capital letter, ending punctuation and using spaces between words

Identify nouns

Use common, proper, and possessive nouns in writing

Demonstrate an understanding of tenses through use of verbs in speaking and writing

Apply common spelling patterns in personal writing.

Assessment
Use of the DRA assessment 

Anecdotal Records

Performance assessment/ reading and writing activities

Multiple choice questions on teacher made or company test.

Using an appropriate holistic scoring rubric 
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First Grade 

Unit: Writing Skills and Strategies (week 16-38)

Writing Skills and Strategies
Essential Questions

How do strong writers organize their work?

How do writers make their writings more meaningful to the reader?

How do good writers build on their present understanding of their topic?

Content
Topic selection

Graphic organizers such as KWL, Story Web, and Venn diagram

Readability; penmanship and spacing 

Modeling effective skills and strategies

Peer interaction with discussion and evaluation

Group discussion about writing pieces.

Skills

Construct a graphic organizer to brainstorm ideas

Investigate interesting topics 

Share topic selections with peers and adults

Explore various writing formats such as narrative, informational, persuasive and poetry.

Reflect on the teachers writing notes and comments

Arrange words and spacing to facilitate readability

Develop a beginning, middle and end to the writing piece

Incorporate emotions into the writing. 

Assessment
Student writing journal /portfolio

Specific assigned writing activities for assessment

Student writing conferences 

Cold Writing samples and published writing pieces
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First Grade

Unit: Writing   / Writers Workshop/Personal Narratives (weeks 2-9)
Writers Workshop/ Personal Narratives
Essential Questions
How does the Writers Workshop establish the writing routine?
How do rules affect the written product?

How do strong writers improve the quality of their writing?

Hoe does a good writer express themselves?

How do writers choose a topic to write about?

In what ways does focusing on one small moment assist in narrative writing?

How can writers elaborate on a small moment story?

How does adding details to the picture or words improve the writing?

Content
Author’s role

Author’s purpose

Topic selection

Set the purpose of writing

Discussion shared experiences

Guidelines for writing

Sequencing events

Incorporating details

Writers Workshop Framework

Identifying strengths and weaknesses in the writing/ edit and revise

Skills
Identify themselves as writers

Plan for writing using drawings or response to literature

Explore writing by reading published authors for styles.

Discuss ideas and shared experiences in large and small groups. 

Choose manageable topics

Orally describe the story

Plan a composition on a personal experience
Use temporal words in writing to signal event order

 Incorporate emotions and expressions (tone and voice)

Participate in peer review and conferencing

Participate in writing conference

Assessment

Student writing folders/ portfolios 

Writing samples from the beginning of the process to the published piece

Use of writing rubrics or checklist such as Lucy Calkin’s Assessment Checklist for Small 
Moments.
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Grade Two
Reading Literature (Weeks 1-38)

Literature Unit
Essential Questions
What comprehension strategies do good readers use before, during and after reading (BDA)?
How does making connections (Text to text) (Text to self) (Text to world) help readers better understand the text.
How can students use various versions of the same story to build comprehension and identify the message or moral of the story and compare and contrast text?
How can the 5W’s and H help students understand details in the text? (Who, What, When, Where, Why and How)

How does retelling and properly sequencing the events in a story help build better comprehension?

Content
Identification of story element; characters, setting plot (problem) and conclusion (solution)

Facts and details of the text that support the main idea or concept.

Author’s purpose

Author’s and Illustrator’s role 

Questions used to analyze details or events in the story.

Making inferences, drawing conclusions and comparisons.

Skills
Ask and answer questions about key concepts and details in the text to increase comprehension

Retell stories including fables, folktales, and multicultural literature to identify a common message

Identify story elements  

Note the differences in the points of view of characters when reading dialogue

Analyze, interpret and comprehend various forms of poetry.

Build stamina as a reader by independent silent reading

Assessments
Bench Mark DRA  

Running Record (cold read)

Teacher made test with open ended as well as multiple choice questions.

Response to literature journal writing. to check for understanding and making connections
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Grade Two 

Reading Informational Text (Weeks 1-38)

Informational Reading
Essential Questions:
How will readers apply comprehension strategies to informational text?

How do the elements of non fiction help the reader attain information? 

How do good readers locate specific information in the text?

How can the reader determine the author’s purpose in informational text?
Content
Structure and elements of informational text: table of contents, index, glossary, heading, captions, pictures, diagrams, charts, illustrations and marginal notations.

Author’s purpose

Recognizing the main concept or subject matter.

Identifying major and minor details that support the main concept.

Questions about the details related to the subject or events in the text

Locating and identifying evidence to support concepts in the text.

Skills
Ask and answer questions to develop understanding

Analyze subject matter by using charts, diagrams and pictures.

Locate and use information effectively from the table of content, index and glossary

Describe the connections between events using sequential steps in the process, cause and effect to better understand the material.

Compare and contrast information from various sources on the same topic to get a deeper understanding of the concepts. 

Assessment
Research projects on a selective topic of interest

Partner or small group presentations 

Teacher made test including interpreting graphs, diagrams, or charts.

Content specific test. 
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Grade 2

Foundational Skills (Week 1-38)

Foundational Skills

Essential Questions
How do students demonstrate knowledge and utilize sound/symbol relationship to decode words effectively?

How will students decode unknown words to understand the meaning in context?
How do students show an understanding for decoding words with short and long vowels and vowel combinations, prefixes and suffixes when working with multi syllabic words?

How do strong readers use rate and fluency as well as expression to foster better comprehension?

Content
Word Structure Analysis

Phonetic patterns / vowels, digraphs, prefixes, suffixes, inflectional endings)
Context clues

Word Sorts (meaning, parts of speech, phonetic properties etc.)

Rereading of text for improving rate and fluency

Modeling and reading with expression.

Skills

Use sentence structure to help decode unfamiliar words (noun, verb,)

Use knowledge of phonics to decode multisyllabic words, Chunk, look for patterns, apply cvc and cvce rules etc. 

Use Context clues and picture clues to obtain meaning of unfamiliar words.

Assessment
Running records using cold reads,

DRA Developmental Reading Assessment

Teacher made test including open ended questions to evaluate decoding (reading words) and encoding (writing words.)
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Grade 2

Listening and Speaking (Weeks 1-38)
Listening and Speaking
Essential Questions
How does peer discussion help students comprehend?

How can readers improve comprehension for retelling stories?

How can audio or media recordings and presentations of text help improve fluency?

How does collaboration with peers help build understanding and problem solving skills?

Content
Participate in conversations with peers and adults.

Establish conversational rules—one person speaks at a time, keep on topic being discussed, respond appropriately to questions posed during the conversation.

Evaluation of information presented through read aloud, diverse media and oral presentations

Express ideas in a complete coherent manner.

Skills.

Small group discussions in response to literature or given topic.

Think Pair Share Activities

Develop audio / visual presentations

Provide verbal explanation for drawings or visual displays

Describe text in details; people, places, events, emotions
Listen and respond appropriately to questions posed by peers or adults. 

Assessment
Dramatizations or Readers Theater
Construct presentations using technology (U Tube)

Memorize and recite poem.

Group or individual presentation of a researched topic.

Penndco Master Map

Grade 2

Language Unit (Weeks 6-38)

Language
Essential Questions
How will students demonstrate command of the English language in speaking and writing?

How do conventions of standard English (capitalization, punctuation, and spelling) help both the reader and the writer?

How will students use parts of speech, sentence structure and the conventions of the English language to communicate effectively?

Content
Nouns; singular, plural, collective

Verb tenses; past present and future

Adjectives and adverbs used for description

The four basic types of sentences Declarative, Interrogative, Exclamatory and Imperative

Simple and compound sentences

Use of compound words

Antonyms, synonyms, homophones understood in reading and used in writing.

High Frequency Words in reading and writing.

Skills
Use singular, plural and collective nouns appropriately when speaking and writing.

Understand and use the proper tense of regular and irregular verbs in speaking and writing. 

Enhance story telling and writing by the use of adjectives to describe nouns and adverbs to modify verbs 
Proper use of punctuation and spelling when writing. (capitalization, punctuation at the end of sentences, use of quotation marks when writing dialogue etc.)
Editing and proofreading skills used in writing.

Write a friendly letter with proper greeting, body and closing.

Assessment
Teacher made language skills test.

Dictation test using sentences containing spelling words and use of correct punctuation.

Written assignments such as a response to discussion or piece of literature.

Journal writings.

Penndco Master Map

Grade 2

Writing Unit (Weeks 4-38)

Writing Writers Workshop

Essential Questions:
How do writers express themselves?

How do writers improve their writing?

How do writers engage their readers?

How do writers establish a writing routine?

Content
Understanding the author’s role.

Setting the purpose for writing
Topic selection

Guidelines for writing

Working with the routine of the writing process

Skills
Teacher modeling of writing

Selection of topics from experience (idea journal, related vocabulary)
Use of a graphic organizer 

Demonstration and practice working with the writing process. (Prewriting, First Draft, Revising, Editing and Proofreading, Publishing)
Assessment

Daily journal writing with teach conferencing

Anecdotal records

Writing Samples from first draft to published copy in a portfolio.
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Grade 2

Writing

Writing Personal Narrative
Essential Questions:
How do writers select “small moments” to write about in a personal narrative?

(an experience, details, description of actions, personal feelings.)
How do writers use dialogue and conversation to enrich their writing?
How can writers enrich their writing using linking words such as because and also to support their experiences?

How can writers use sensory imagery in their writing so the description helps the reader visualize?

Content 
Topic selection

Graphic organizers

Illustrations

Narratives that incorporate details

Opinion writing with support 

The use of rubrics and writing conferences (peer conferencing; teacher conferencing)

Skills:
Select a familiar topic 

Keep a writing journal for “seed stories” or “small moment experiences”

Develop a plan for the activity such as the five step writing process.

Consider the reader.

Writing piece needs a beginning, middle and ending, that flow in a coherent manner.

Participate in peer writing conferences and teacher conferences.

Revising following conferences.

Assessment
Note daily progress in the student’s writing journals

Keep writing portfolios of pieces demonstrating the writing process.
Assess a cold write, Students write on a personal choice topic or a teacher generated topic for a specific amount of time ( 30 minutes) 
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Grade 2

Writing 

Writing Non –Fiction or Informational Writing.
Essential Questions:
How do writers choose a nonfiction topic?

How do writers use facts and definitions effectively in nonfiction writing?

How do writes use resources for researching of facts on a nonfiction topic?

Content

Read world examples of writing samples of non fiction

Personal experiences provide some information to answer questions, or add information on a topic.

Apply steps in the writing process adding research on the topic.

Skills 
Select topic for a report or research project based on interest or sample writings.

Gather more information using various sources, books, magazine, internet, 

Write in paragraphs including the main idea of the topic and related details 

Use content related vocabulary correctly.

Revise, Proofread and present the report.

Assessment

Teacher Observation of Student using the writing steps in the writing process.

Final report assessed with a writing rubric for informational writing. 
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