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East of Jerusalem Interfaith Encounter group

Friday, November 15 2013; between 9:30 — 11:30

Jerusalem, Damascus Gate

We dedicated this encounter to the Holidays seasons in Islam and Judaism. In Islam we dealt
in length with the Month of Ramadan and New Year. The Muslim participants began the
explanation of the Holidays by explaining the Lunar calendar and how it works and the fact

that unlike the Jewish calendar it is not adjusted to the seasons of the year through leap years.

Followed, the explanation of the Islamic New Year, its origins in the Koran and the ways it is
celebrated (including going to each of the female members of the family and giving gifts to
each of them). The main part of the conversation was dedicated to the Ramadan — its sources
in the Koran and its meaning as the month of the giving of the Koran. We learned that
Ramadan is the month in which according to the Koran Muhammad started receiving the
book. As a manifestation of subjugation of the believer to the Koran — Muslims fast on this
month. The description was accompanied by many stories from the Koran and explanations

about its current meanings.

During the long description we, the Jewish participants, were very impressed by many stories
and rules that are very familiar to us from Judaism, but also impressed by the differences — in
the character of the calendar, the place and nature of the New Year, and of course the
different way we celebrate Shavu'ot, the Holiday of the giving of the Torah. We focused the
next part of the encounter to describing these Holidays. We began from the calendar, stressing
that we too use the Lunar calendar but we adjust it to the Solar one. We continued to the
Jewish New Year, describing it as part of the sequence of the month of Elul, the Day of
Atonement and Sukkot. We explained that these are days of repentance in Judaism — in which
each person takes responsibility for his/her deeds and that when they end, after we worked
very hard to repent, God forgives us for our sins. Finally we explained that we too have a

Holiday to celebrate the giving of the Torah however we do not fast in it but celebrate

happily.

As the encounters unfold we gradually discover that indeed we are all God seekers and wish

to follow God's path. At the same time we discover that the two religions have very different



ways in doing so. Despite the huge resemblance we are different and each religion has its own
path to the truth. One of the participants added that we do not fight due to religion but due to
our human nature and it is our task to learn how to do it constructively, how to not heart
innocent people and how to direct the religious energies so that they are not hurting and

offending but joint uplifting spiritual strengths.
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The Interfaith Encounter Association
P.O.Box 3814, Jerusalem 91037, Israel
Phone: +972-2-6510520

Fax: +972-2-6510557

Website: www.interfaith-encounter.orqg

Board:
Ms. Yael Gidanyan (Chair)
Mr. Morad Muna
Mr. Moshe Jacobs

Mr. Imad Abu Hassan

Dr. Yehuda Stolov, Executive Director

E-mail: yehuda@interfaith-encounter.org

Mr. Salah Alladin, Assistant Director



PLEASE CONTRIBUTE TO THE INTERFAITH ENCOUNTER
ASSOCIATION. SUPPORT ONE OR MORE OF OUR PROGRAMS AND
JOIN US AS A MEMBER IN WORKING FOR INTERFAITH
UNDERSTANDING AND PEACE.

All contributions are welcome, small and large!

NEW: Donate securely on-line (tax deductible in the US) at:
http://interfaithencounter.wordpress.com/donate/

Contributions made from the U.S., Switzerland and the U.K. are tax
deductible.

You and others are welcome to join our e-mailing lists by sending a blank

message to:

e In Israel (gets also invitations):
iea-announcements-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

e Abroad (gets reports only): iea-reports-subscribe@yahoogroups.com

Please note that the reports we send out do not necessarily represent the
views of the Interfaith Encounter Association or even of the people who wrote
them. The reports represent the views of the people who attended an
encounter and their primary purpose is to give you a glimpse of what

happened in the encounter.

Groups listed from north to south:




Ma'alot

Acre

Karmiel-Majd el-Krum

Restaurant

Sakhnin College

M'ghar — Sawa Rabina

M'ghar — Shibolot

M'ghar — Bridging

M'ghar — Lana

M'ghar — Green Light

Galilee Women's Interfaith Encounter (WIE)
Jordan Valley College (YIE)

Haifa WIE

Haifa University Youth Interfaith Encounter (YIE)
Gordon College | YIE

Gordon College Il YIE

Gordon College Il YIE

Gordon College IV YIE

Gordon College V YIE

Carmel City

Wadi Ara WIE

Living Together in Wadi Ara
Netania-Qalansawa

Non-Violent Communication

Tel Aviv University YIE

Petach Tikva — Kfar Kasem

Tel Aviv-daffa

A/Nahnu — Mt. Scopus YIE

Language Exchange |

Language Exchange Il

Haredi-Muslim

East of Jerusalem

Abu Dis And Maaleh Adumim

Interfaith Encounter Tours

Prayer focused

IEA Reut-Sadaqga

Study and Dialogue

Jerusalem WIE

Jerusalem YIE

Jewish-Christian study of the Gospel of Mathew
Ein Karem — Health Equality for all People in Israel
Jerusalem Arabic Speaking group
Bibliodrama

The Future — Mothers and Daughters
Interfaith Visits



Hebrew U.-Bethlehem U. YIE

Teens YIE

Women's Empowerment

East of Jerusalem

Gush Etzion

Siach Yeshiva — Hebron Students YIE
Circle of Light and Hope

Midwives

Jerusalem-Hebron Religious Leaders
Jerusalem-Hebron YIE
Jerusalem-Yata YIE

South of Hebron YIE

Eilat



