Global River Project - for the Children

The Background:

May, 2014 will be the Clean the Rivers month for Sanctuaries of the Earth Mother and her groups around the globe. All will be welcomed, but children will be the focus of much of the educating and the event day in May 2014 when the project culminates. 

Sanctuaries has designated 2014 as the Year of Clean Water for focus by the non-profit. A local and global event is planned that will build interest and will educate about ways to clean up our water sources and keep them clean for our children and their children and beyond. 

We are focusing on rivers because they represent the life’s blood of our planet - the circulation system of the Earth Mother. Sanctuaries prime residence is in Colorado near the Poudre River. An event will be planned there. Sanctuaries board and members come from across the planet. Each will be asked to create an event at the same time. To speak and educate, act, and connect with others everywhere. All project locations will seek out and invite in children to participate: Children, the inheritors or what we all do now with our planet - positive or negative.

The Project:

Sanctuaries will begin announcing the event in the fall of 2013 - through its’ extensive social media networks, on its’ radio stations (Ciracle Radio and DreamVisions7) which reach over 1.2  million potential listeners many times a week and through its’ website (www.sotem.org) and those of its’ partners and friends. Radio shows geared to general audiences and audiences of children will be created and broadcast around the project. These are also all saved in files easily available on the Internet to which Sanctuaries with public access. Our media experts will also produce video shows and video newsletters, which will also be available to all. Experts on river ecology, indigenous teachers will provide their understanding of rivers and water, and interested young people will be invited to be guests and/or hosts.

 The Event:

In May there is a Poudre River Clean-up in Fort Collins, Colorado. Sanctuaries will bring together a volunteer group to assist in this clean up. A group of children, young people, adults and seniors. It occurs on a Saturday near the end of May and is run from 8 or 9 AM until noon. Volunteers - individuals and companies - participate and donate. And the river has its trash removed once again. After the clean up, Sanctuaries will offer an event for all who participate in the clean up. Hopefully on the grounds of Colorado State University’s Environmental Learning Center. Our president, Jim Graywolf Petruzzi, ran the center for 7 years in the 1990’s and participated each year in the clean up. There will be a drumming circle lead by Sue Graywolf with the 3-½ foot drum Hoop of Many Colors, to welcome the crowd and bring forth the heartbeat of the Earth Mother. Indigenous elders from the U.S. and other parts of the planet will be brought to Fort Collins to participate and share. And water experts will be asked to speak. Jim Graywolf and others will share what they have learned about water and rivers from people around the planet. All of this will be broadcast around the world through the Sanctuaries networks and other partnering networks. 

Saturday night, some of the elders will offer ceremonies of sharing for the participants. Each elder will decide what he/she would like to offer. Each ceremony will also invite in the spirit of the rivers. The next day, Sunday, the community and surrounding regions, will be invited for programs, teachings and drumming to spread the work further. 

Sanctuaries will also purchase tee shirts to commemorate this first event. These will bring the message into the schools and communities. And Sanctuaries will become a sponsor of the Poudre River Clean Up through a donation to the work.

In the months after the Poudre River event and those elsewhere on the planet, Sanctuaries will continue to air all audio and video materials. And will ask those with events elsewhere to provide materials we will also air. All materials will be amassed in one package that Sanctuaries will make available to schools and youth groups globally.
Hundreds will participate in the Fort Collins event, thousands more around the world, and it is difficult to begin to count those who will hear the radio and video shows and acquire the materials for use later. Who will benefit? All those children we have today and all those as yet unborn.
Help us do this. We need money and partners to make it happen. Be part of the circle. No clean water = no life. I want my children and all the children after them to live and be healthy. Donate and participate. Together we will make a difference. 

