
OUR CHALLENGE...

Over 800 million people live on less than one dollar a day and depend 
on agriculture - the land, nature, the seasons - to feed and raise their 
families. Access to information - on what to grow, the weather, pests 
and disease and new technologies - can be the difference between 
a successful harvest and failure. Equally important, growers need 
price and market information to negotiate fair returns. Unfortunately, 
most of these 800 million lack access to information and the means 
to share knowledge. 

OUR SOLUTION...

...in The Growing Connection, is Growth and Choice. Growth is the 
production of highly nutritious vegetables using innovative, intensive 
horticultural methods. Choice is opportunity derived from access to 
information and communications.  

GROWTH & CHOICE... 
work together, 
bringing sustained 
food security & 
economic opportunity

WATER-EFFICIENT, YEAR-ROUND FOOD PRODUCTION 
Central to TGC is the EarthBox, a proven breakthrough in growing high-value 
produce in areas of poor soil, water and space availability.  

The EarthBox relies on an innovative nutrient and water gradient system.  
Soil is not depleted and no chemicals enter the water tables.  

The EarthBox is low-cost, low-maintenance, uses local inputs, and consumes 
one-fifth of the water of in-ground drip irrigation.

BRINGING NUTRIENT-RICH CROPS TO REMOTE PLACES

Jalisco, Mexico:  In the remote mountain community of Haimatsie, youth 
and families participating in TGC are using EarthBoxes and hoop houses to 
grow nutritious leafy greens – fresh and on the spot, within weeks of planting.

Families at Kakuma refugee camp in Kenya also benefit from the water-
efficiency and portability of the EarthBox.

Use of the EarthBox has immediate positive nutritional impact for people 
otherwise unable to farm or to purchase food.  This includes the landless, 
urban and peri-urban dwellers, HIV/AIDS sufferers and disaster victims.

IN SCHOOLS...
TGC enables youth to 
bring home fresh food 
& contribute materially 
to their families. In the 
rural developing world, 
this adds value to 
education & encourages 
families to keep children 
in schools longer 

Access to Information
“ Participants in TGC will benefit 
immensely from IT/Connectivity as 
a whole new world will be opened 
to them. They’ll acquire computing 
skills & have instant access to ap-
propriate agricultural information. 
They’ll also be able to communicate 
& share food growing ideas with 
friends Worldwide & learn about 
markets & other important factors 
affecting agriculture. ” 

 Dr. Joe Kwarteng
 Professor of Agricultural 
 Extension, University of   
 Cape Coast, Ghana & 
 TGC Ghana Coordinator

The Growing Connection is a global network of young food 
producers with access to the innovation and information they 
need to improve nutrition and break the cycle of poverty. 

In The Growing Connection, young people around the world 
use proven, affordable food-growing innovations to grow 
high-value produce. These young people are connected, via 
the Internet and ICTs, to each other and to vital sources of 
information and advice.   

Cultivating Food, Connecting Minds, Harvesting Hope



New Income-
Generating Opportunity
The EarthBox enables 
participants to grow high-value 
produce otherwise unavailable, 
to utilize traditionally un-
suitable areas & to extend the 
growing season, even into the 
dry season.  

TGC participants gain new 
opportunities for year-
round income generation 
& value-adding.  

A smallholder farmer can 
earn higher returns selling 
produce during the dry season, 
or an urban dweller can grow 
on a rooftop to supply restau-
rants with specialty produce. 

Connecting Youth in the 
Developing & Developed...
...world. Youth communicate & 
collaborate as peers, sharing what 
they grow & how they grow it. They 
pull down relevant information, 
contribute plant growing data & 
share solutions, ideas & successes.

“ I have learned how to grow & 
care for vegetables like cabbages, 
carrots, garden eggs, tomatoes, 
green peppers & so on, without 
using chemicals on them. I was 
happy to learn because I know in 
the future I can get a job from it. ”  

 Bernard Arko
 School for the Deaf, 
 Cape Coast, Ghana

American Horticultural Society 
After School Matters, 
Chicago
Baltimore Mayor’s Office
EarthBox
Garfield Park Conservatory
Cornell University Cooperative 
Extension
University of California, 
Davis Cooperative Extension
University of Illinois

Cooperative Extension
Development Assistance for 
School Farms, Ghana
University of Guadalajara, Mexico
Selva Negra Fundación, Mexico
A.C.E.S, Dominican Republic
Upliftment Jamaica
Rotary International clubs
International Rescue Committee

Please Contact Us
Robert Patterson
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
2175 K St. NW, Suite 500, Washington, DC 20037

Tel: 202-653-2438  Email: Robert.Patterson@fao.org

* The Growing Connection operates through the United States Committee for FAO, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.

  At a Glance...
 
 •  The Growing Connection was developed by the Food and
     Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 

 •   Since 2003, TGC has school & community sites in 9 pilot                
     countries:

  
 •  TGC is ready to replicate & scale up the success of its   
     pilot phase into new countries.

 •  FAO has platform projects for potential expansion of 
    TGC activities in over 100 countries.

 •  TGC’s Board of Advisors is chaired by Vint Cerf & Dr.  
    Marc Cathey. The Board includes leaders from the IT, 
    horticulture, education, health, media & entertainment 
    sectors.

 •  TGC is based on partnership with schools, universities, 
    communities, NGOs & business.

 •  Our partners include: 

Dominican Republic        Nicaragua  
Ghana          Senegal
Jamaica – in 2006        U.S. Virgin Islands
Kenya          United States
Mexico



The Growing Connection Project Ghana 
P.O. Box UC301 Cape Coast, Ghana; Tel. 233 42 37596  & 233 20 8134762 

 
Summary of Activities  (January – December 2005) 

(Note: The activities listed below exclude routine visits to schools which are carried out 
on a continued basis.) 

 
January—February 
 

• TGC Teachers’ Meeting (Jan. 10). The meeting discussed progress and problems 
facing school farm projects and ways to move things forward. 

 
• Local IT providers were taken to all TGC sites for inspection and study to enable 

them develop proposals aimed at bringing internet connectivity to schools for 
TGC activities. These proposals were forwarded to TGC in USA for evaluation. 

 
March 
 

• Simultaneous International Teacher Training (SITT), March 5.                            
22 teachers and principals of 5 schools in the Central Region were given an 
overview of The Growing Project which included:  Review of Project objectives 
and presentation on  record keeping, training in assembling and setting up of 
EarthBoxes within the layout of a school farm/garden, tour of an established 
school farm, training in internet communication and use of TGC website, practice 
of chatting with partner teachers. 

 
• EarthBoxes were added to participating schools to bring the number in 5 schools 

to 20 Earthboxes each.   
 

• EarthBoxes were set up and planted at school for the Deaf. 
 

April 
 

• Setting up and planting of EarthBoxes at Flowers Gay School 
• University of Maryland Eastern Shore (UMES) students from USA work in TGC 

projects 
• Denkyira Students undertake field visits to Growing Connection project site at 

Cape Coast School for the Deaf 
 
May—June 
 

• Setting up TGC vegetable garden (EarthBoxes and planting on beds) at 
Mankessim Senior Secondary Technical School.  Proper procedures and 
techniques for making vegetable beds demonstrated to all members participating 
in TGC. 



 
• University of Maryland Eastern Shore (UMES) visiting students continue 

working as volunteer interns in TGC projects. 
 

July—August 
 

• The School of Agriculture, University of Cape Coast (UCC), attaches a student 
intern to TGC project. The student is trained and begins working making several 
routine and training visits to TGC project sites. 

 
• Field trip by Mankessim Sec. School to Cape Coast School for the Deaf 

 
• Fencing of Mfantisiman Girls Secondary School Garden and planting on beds.  

Replanting of EarthBoxes. 
 
• Visit by Rotary Club/ Aggrey Memorial Secondary School (AMSS) to 

DASFA/TGC office and training site at Cape Coast school for the Deaf to observe 
how it all fits within the school farm system. Visit to Cape Coast School for the 
Deaf.  3 teachers from AMSS and 1 teacher from St. Aquinas School, Accra.  

 
• Harvesting and sharing of EarthBoxes produce at Flowers Gay Schools. Students 

make and enjoy sandwiches with a portion of the produce from the EarthBox 
garden. 

 
September—October 
 

• Ida participated in TGC Planning Meeting in Washington D.C. and visited Seaton 
Elementary School Washington, D.C. where she participated in resetting of 
EarthBoxes in School Garden and planting of lettuce. 

 
• Webcast between Flowers Gay School, Cape Coast and Seaton Elementary 

School, Washington, D.C. as part of TGC activities. 
 

• Inspectors from the Ghana Education Service Directors—Mr. Odoi and Mr. 
Ackaah—visit two TGC schools as part of assessment of school farms for 
farmers’ day awards.  

 
November  
 

• Approval of TeleFood proposals and commencement of Rabbit and water storage 
project at Cape Deaf School for the Deaf and Mankassim Senior Secondary 
Technical School. 

 
• Aquinas Senior Secondary School approved to participate in TGC activities. 

Training for Aquinas postponed because of scheduling difficulties. 
 



 
December 
 

• Completion of TeleFood Project. Water storage system added to support TGC 
activities at the School for the Deaf and Mankessim Secondary Technical School. 

   
• Sharing of farm profits for students of Cape Coast School for the Deaf at the end 

of a Parent-Teacher Association meeting. 
 
Activities planned for 2006 
 

1. Expand the scope of TGC activities to completely include St Aquinas Secondary 
school and Odorgonno Secondary School in the Greater Accra region and expand 
activities to new schools in the Central Region. 

 
2. Continue to search for and engage local partners to support DASFA and Growing 

Connection Activities 
 

3. Support new schools with vegetable seeds and small livestock when means allow 
 

4. Continue to improve existing agricultural enterprises in all TGC schools 
 

5. Build capacity of TGC Agro-Youth Clubs in schools through leadership training  
 

6. Organize Integrated Pest Management (IPM) training for all TGC Agro-Youth 
Clubs 

 
7. Continue to explore the issue of internet connectivity for schools 

 
8. Build networks and linkages with other youth-related NGOs and school groups 

who would like to incorporate TGC activities into their programmes and who 
have the financial means to support their activities 

 
9. Formally request a site at the University of Cape Coast Technology Village to 

mount an EarthBox demonstration.  
 

10. Hold TGC meeting of Heads of Schools and participating teachers 
 

11. Facilitate exchange visits among participating schools 
 

12. Continue to encourage teachers in Ghana involved in TGC to engage more with 
partner teachers in the USA through regular internet café visits.  

 
13. Get important personalities in the country to visit TGC project sites.  

 
 



Steps for TGC Project Implementation 
 

1. Identify and formally engage local partner institution 
a. Local NGO, University, FAO Country or Regional Office 
b. Agrees to coordinate site participation, including  

i. Identification of and ongoing communication with project sites 
ii. Identification of institution/individual to conduct local horticultural adaptation trials 

of inputs for the EarthBox 
iii. Arrange logistics for physical installation of project 
iv. Arrange on-going horticultural and IT training for participants 
v. Engage local resource points including horticultural experts, marketing and 

information services, local IT firms or NGO’s focusing on rural connectivity, local 
Internet Cafes 

vi. Monitoring and evaluating 
vii. Fundraising, where applicable 

 
2. Secure funding 

a. Corporate, Foundations, Rotary Clubs, Universities, NGO’s, Individuals 
 

3. Begin local adaptation trials to find low-cost, no-cost planting media, fertilizers and other 
horticultural inputs for use with the EarthBox. 

 
4. Identify participants 

a. Criteria dependent on country, but will include 
i. Location – Accessibility of the village 

1. Location in terms of on-going training and evaluating purposes -condition of 
roads, etc. 

2. Location in terms of rural connectivity – existing IT connectivity, line of site 
considerations, proximity to networks  

3. Location in terms of demonstration purposes – Is the project visible and 
accessible to the greater community 

ii. Commitment of Participants 
1. Community leaders, school officials, local extension agents, students and 

families 
iii. Needs of the community 

1. Nutritional, educational, financial, general health 
 

5. Project installation 
a. Ship Boxes from USA 
b. Production of instructional and training material in local language 
c. Arrange for horticultural inputs, including the planting media identified in local adaptation 

trials.  May also include polytanks for water, greenhouses, water pumps and other inputs. 
d. Planting and training sessions at sites 
 

6. On-going horticultural training 
a. Identification of local resource and information institutions and individuals   
b. Introduction to the community of the resources available 
 

7. IT Installations 
a. Identification of NGO’s, local IT companies, etc. working in rural connectivity 
b. Creation of connectivity strategy for access to connectivity for identified sites. Has included 

using Internet Cafes or local institutions rather than wiring each individual site. 
c. Procure required equipment 
d. Physical installation of IT 
e. Initial training and orientation session  
  

8. On-going IT training 
a. Includes basic computer training, Internet research, record-keeping and databases, online 

communication using forums, email, instant communications, web casts etc. 


