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Preserving and Building Knowledge about the Cemeteries of the Three Faiths in Essaouira, the Kingdom of Morocco





A Project of the High Atlas Foundation in Partnership with the


United States Ambassadors Fund for Cultural Preservation and the Mogador Foundation





The High Atlas Foundation and its partners will initiate a preservation and maintenance program for the Moslem, Christian, and Jewish cemeteries in Essaouira, which stand as present-day reminders of the multicultural past that this small city has had, where people of faiths shared a town, a life, work, a culture, and language.


In order to perpetuate the memory and to re-kindle the spirit of this rich past, we will involve approximately 400 local students and teachers in the project over the course of one academic year. The preservation of these sacred sites will include skills training for the current guardians, actions to limit cemetery deterioration, preservation of writing upon graves and its cataloging, and sustainable plantings and maintenance in all 3 cemeteries to: (1) avoid erosion, (2) make them more inviting to families and visitors, and (3) encourage respect from passersby (i.e., not throwing waste over the walls, for example).  


Two brochures will be created: one for students and the other for adults to be placed in tourist hotels and restaurants, creating interest in visiting these sacred sites and explaining their cultural significance.  The cemetery lessons will be filmed in order to document the knowledge built (technical and historical).  


By making the cemeteries more inviting, encouraging more first-time visitors, and helping this generation remember their roots of peaceful co-existence, the goal is to capture for future generations the spirit of Moslems and Jews, Europeans and Africans sharing a pleasant, flourishing, diverse, and united life together. 
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