The Bride Rescue Program, Kajiado, Kenya.

At the age of 10 years, Jedidah’s dream to become a doctor was almost shattered. Though she had been attending a local lower primary school, her father decided that at her age, she was better off being somebody’s wife. This was in exchange of some cows, cattle fodder and little money for her dowry.

Luckily for Jedidah, some local government authorities intervened and she was taken to a local school that runs a special program to rescue young girls from harmful cultural practices such as female genital mutilation and early marriage.
Jedidah is just one out of the numerous girls that have to undergo this traumatizing ordeal in different parts of Kenya. She was lucky to find a safe haven in AIC Kajiado girls primary school, where she joined other girls that had undergone similar experiences. 

Though a public school, AIC Kajiado Girls school runs a special program, The Bride Rescue Program, that was started back in 1986 to rescue young girls from early forced marriages. 

Currently, the program has a total 52 girls. Out of this number, 24 girls have to remain in the school during school breaks as they cannot go back to their homes for fear of being married off. During these breaks, the girls are taught things such as cookery, embroidery and bead-work, which earn them some little income for their personal effects. When the rescued girls are brought to the school, most of them are traumatized and have to undergo serious counseling. Once at the school, the girls join the ‘speak out club’, whereby they compose poems, songs and plays that are geared towards creating awareness on early marriage and girl child education amongst the girls and to rest of the community. 

Now aged 17 in Form Two (equivalent of US 10th grade), Jedidah’s still hangs on to her dream of being a doctor someday. She still hasn’t reconciled with her parents and therefore cannot go back home during the holidays. However, she hopes that one day, after completing with her studies she will be able to reunite with her family, and that they will understand why she choose school other than getting married.
