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In the world's poorest countries, more than 1.1 billion people lack access to safe water. Insufficient progress to provide clean water has been made over the last decade. Only 57% of the population in Sub-Saharan Africa have access to this basic human need. Africa presents the greatest challenge due to large displaced refugee populations, countries in conflict, and the HIV/AIDS pandemic. 
Alliance members are successfully working in countries throughout the developing world, including most Sub-Saharan African countries. Initially, the MWA is focusing its effort on providing safe drinking water and sanitation to countries in East Africa, beginning with Ethiopia where only 24% of the population has access to safe drinking water and adequate sanitation. 
The MWA is implementing demonstration projects in Ethiopia and Kenya through a partnership with USAID and private donors. These projects establish a partnership model for providing clean water, hygiene education, and sanitation. This sustainable, cost-effective model is designed to be replicable in other countries. The Alliance is taking action to target additional East African countries in crisis. 
While our core emphasis remains the link between clean drinking water, hygiene education and sanitation and the immediate impact on health, we promote the local management of water in all its uses as a means of improving the health and living conditions of rural African communities. 
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