Anjali Dalvi, 20 years old.

On 11th November 2006, Anjali was referred to Saathi by the Indian Association for Promotion of Adoption. Her mother and aunt accompanied her. Eldest among three siblings, Anjali discontinued her studies after 7th standard in order to supplement her family’s income. Her father works as a watchman for only Rs. 3,000/- a month so her maternal grandmother and aunt brought up Anjali. Initially she was working as a sales girl while looking out for a better option. On one such occasion in search of a new job, she went for an interview in an office at Bandra (in the suburbs). The man there told her to await until ‘the boss’ came.

The man also offered her some juice, which Anjali drank. This made her unconscious and when she regained consciousness, she realised that she had been raped. She was so scared that she did not reveal this to anybody. Later, when she missed her period, she did not realise that she could be a pregnant. It was only after 4 months that she went to a doctor who confirmed that she was pregnant . 

When her parents came to know about this, they were suspicious and did not believe her. The father refused to keep her in the house.  Anjali’s aunt knew a social worker and went and spoke to her and together they decided to give the child for adoption.  However, because of social fears about the family reputation the family did not want Anjali at home and therefore brought her to Saathi. 

Anjali is very sure that she does not want the baby but is confused about her future. Currently she is scared about returning home because of the way she would be treated ‘mentally tortured’ by her family and neighbours.  At present she is being provided the support necessary for her to handle her pregnancy.

Ranjeeta 

Ranjeeta left home on 20th June in anger after having a big argument with her family. She took her brother’s number who was working in Mumbai and cash of Rs. 150. During her journey in the train she got friendly with a boy who was originally from Khadagpur and also traveling to Mumbai. After reaching Mumbai she tried to call her brother but couldn’t get through.  For 3 days she stayed with the boy she met en route, as she had no other shelter. Our outreach worker met them on Mumbai Central Station on 24th June. After the police 
registration we got the girl in to our shelter and the boy left. After a day  we discovered that she comes from a well-educated, middle-class family. She had appeared for her 12th standard, but failed. She had completed her Diploma in Computer Application and was well versed in English. 

It took her some time to adjust herself in the new environment. Conscious efforts to try and get any kind of information about her address were in vain. She was afraid that we might get in touch with the family and she was not prepared to face them. Her plan of action was to try and get a job in a call centre and move out of Saathi as soon as possible. Luckily for her she got a job through some advertisement in the newspaper in a call center. Minimum monetary support in the initial training period was extended through Saathi. Once she was settled in her job we tried again to get her home address but she was very clear and firm about not giving any clues about her address. 

After a month on the job we asked her to look for alternative shelter facility, and on 11th October she moved out to live independently. Though she moved out in a very positive way, workers felt that the girl had not revealed her true life and address due to some greater fear than her story seemed to suggest.  
Outreach

29 new girls were contacted at the Mumbai railway platforms in the six months to October 06, and there were 17 further new contacts between October and December.  Girls age 16 and above are brought to the centre, and girls below the age of 16 years to the Children’s Home.  27 girls have been involved in non-formal education, out of which 3 girls are also enrolled in formal school..  A teacher has been appointed for the non-formal education and formal education.

Nutrition

The mid day meal is now being cooked at the shelter for all girls - provided by a local charity.  Originally the girls were cooking for themselves, which whilst helping their confidence raised issues with regard to the quality of the food, and so the decision to take responsibility for cooking the midday meal was taken.  This has positively affected the girls, some of whom were malnourished.  Some responsibility for the meals is still shared by the girls
The day care centre 

In the day care centre drama sessions are being conducted with the girls to help them express themselves, and use their energies constructively. A Senior Team member has taken up the responsibility of monitoring and supervising the day care centre activities, which has helped in reducing the personal dynamics within the girls which was causing some disruption. There are regular group meetings with the girls which provide a platform for sharing and helping the girls to grow.  

The night shelter

A further small room has been taken on rent to accommodate about 5 girls. The new shelter is being viewed as a group home for senior and stable girls, where there is more flexibility than the regular shelter but is still supervised by the staff. Initially 5 girls were referred to the new shelter with one attendant. Currently there are 4 girls here. This is one step further in the plans of re integrating the girls in the community, and helping them in living independently. 

Repatriations 

Repatriations have been going ahead with 12 girls having been repatriated.  A further 12 girls have been referred to other organisations. 5 girls have left the organisation, of which 2 have informed Saathi and left, 1 is living independently and the remaining 2 left suddenly without informing staff.  Several cases have also been referred to the Children’s Home in the last few months.

Legal follow up

Legal follow up of the cases referred to the children’s home has been a major activity. The legal assistance of the cases is being secured by India Centre for Human Rights and Law.  

New initiatives

Saathi has worked with the Tata Institute of Social Sciences to organise a series of Workshops and Seminars on Family Tracing as an effective tool for Family Reunification. The objective of the initiative was to evolve a document at the end for validating the best practices of Family Tracing. The first of the workshops was organised with the participation of 15 Organisations involved in the repatriation process.  
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