


[image: image1.png]ehitecture for Humanity




                                                                                                                             23 ½ North Tracy Avenue, Bozeman, MT 59715 


Introduction

Architecture for Humanity is a 501(c)(3) charitable organization founded in 1999 to promote architectural and design solutions to global, social and humanitarian crises. Through competitions, workshops, educational forums, partnerships with aid organizations and other activities, Architecture for Humanity creates opportunities for architects and designers from around the world to help communities in need. We believe that where resources and expertise are scarce, innovative, sustainable and collaborative design can make a difference.

A Guide for Safer Rural Buildings

On October 8th a 7.6 magnitude earthquake rocked the region near Kashmir, less than 65 miles from Islamabad, Pakistan. Three major cities were completely destroyed: Muzaffarabad, Mansehra, Balakot. The death toll is over 87,000+, with another 80,000 injured. An estimated 3.3 million have lost their homes. There are critical concerns that the lack of treatment for many of those injured, combined with shortage of water and sanitation facilities will lead to increased fatalities. The area that was hit is quite mountainous, difficult to reach and the typical harsh and cold winter has descended on the region. The real need is not only in relief and recovery but the transitional and long-term shelter needs of those displaced - shelter that must be earthquake resistant for the future. Many more will die due to inadequate protection in the coming months and a second tragedy is unfolding. 

After spending the last two months working with Pakistani based engineers and architects Architecture for Humanity is initiating a program to develop and disperse books containing pictorial diagrams of earthquake resistant housing schemes that will help to empower communities on the long-term reconstruction effort. Currently architects and engineers from around the world are developing simple yet structurally sound and appropriate housing designs. These designs are to be transformed into illustrated ‘how to’ guides that will include the essential ‘dos and don’ts’ in construction in seismically sensitive areas.

By creating and distributing a manual this will allow for local groups and self-help organizations to embrace safe housing strategies. This project is targeted for area affected by the Kashmir earthquake but, as further disasters can strike the earthquake prone region, the manual can be used to support building efforts throughout the area. We are seeking for financial support to help with printing and distributing in the region.

Long Term Reconstruction:

Architecture for Humanity has provided long term reconstruction to a number of recent post disaster. This has included community building in Sri Lanka and India after the Tsunami, historic preservation and developing housing strategies after Hurricane Katrina and implementing 70 homes in Grenada after Hurricane Emily.
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