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INTRODUCTION:-

Son preference is one of the most evident manifestations of gender discrimination in our society. Sex- selection has become a rampant phenomenon and the technologies that are misused for this very purpose are becoming increasingly sophisticated. The use of advanced medical science and technology has made sexual discrimination and the elimination of female babies even before birth an invisible deed. The earlier more crude and visible forms of eliminating females such as choking infants on rice husk have given way to using technology to select sperms carrying the Y chromosome in order to be able to conceive a male child! The widespread practice of sex determination brings to fore a lot of issues linked to it. Medical science and technology are being misuse by medical practitioners who provide such options for people at large. They possess the skill and expertise to use these technologies and are also economically benefiting from them by their misuse. By indulging in such practice they not only violate the law but also the professions own code of ethics and conduct, which also puts forth sex selection as a concern of medical ethics. Most importantly, sex selection also is a breach of human rights as far as women are concerned. The selective elimination of women even before birth is a breach of their right to equality and existence.
The Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act, 1994 (PNDT), as amended in 2003 to The Pre-Conception and Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Prohibition Of Sex Selection) Act (PC & PNDT Act), is a legislation to curb the abhorrent practice of sex determination and sex selection, which has its roots in India’s long history of strong patriarchal influence in all spheres of life. This has translated into an obsessive preference for sons and discrimination against the girl child and women. It has spawned practices such as female infanticide, bride-burning and sati and lead to the neglect of the girl child in terms of nutrition, education, health care and her overall development.
Thus the “elimination” of girls and women is not entirely new to Indian socio-cultural fabric. The obvious result is a sex ratio increasingly adverse to women. (The sex ratio is the ratio of females to thousand males in a population. According to 2001 census, this ratio is 933 women for every 1000 men). The current all-India sex ratio in the 0-6 age group, also called the child sex ratio is 927:1000. The situation could probably have been worse, but for the valiant efforts of some social reformers. However, they have been more successful in some parts of the country than others, as can be seen from the sharp variations in the child sex ratio across regions, with the north and west of India showing larger deficits of girls. The last few decades have seen the situation getting worse, despite the progress the country has been making in almost all other spheres and indicators. One of the main reasons for this is, sadly and ironically, advances in medical technologies. In recent years the misuse of medical technologies that have the potential to detect the sex of the fetus in the pre-natal period or even fix the sex of the child at the pre-conception stage, have added a new dimension to this issue of falling child sex ratios.

Pre-natal diagnostic techniques like amniocentesis and ultrasonography have been used all over the world for detection of genetic abnormalities. However, in India, they are being misused for the past three decades for detection of the sex of the unborn child and subsequently for sex- selection – that is to eliminate fetuses selectively, if they are female. The disturbing child sex ratios in the 1991 census and consistent campaigning on this issue by women’s groups and other civil society groups all over the country led Parliament to enact the Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) Act – PC & PNDT Act - in 1994. However, this was not followed up by effective implementation. Moreover, the need for smaller families – led to even more intensified misuse of such technologies, cutting across barriers of caste, class, religion and geography to ensure that at least one child, if not more, is a son. With the advent of new sophisticated pre-conception sex selection technologies like sperm separation, the girl child’s elimination started becoming more subtle, refined and probably also more socially acceptable.
Not surprisingly, the 2001 census revealed a further drastic fall in the child sex ratio, signaling the precipitation of a demographic catastrophe on a nation-wide scale. Alarmed by these happenings, and in response to the directives of the Supreme Court (SC) in a PIL filed on this issue, the Government amended the Act to provide it more teeth and to cover the new pre-conception sex selection techniques (also known as sex pre-selection techniques). Thus the Pre-Natal Diagnostic Techniques (Regulation and Prevention of Misuse) 1994, as amended in 2003, came into effect from February 14, 2003.

What really is the significance of this law? As explained above, the PNDT Act was necessitated because modern technology was being misused to prevent the conception and/or birth of girls. India has several social legislations directed at changing social behavior and practices. We have laws that prohibit practices such as dowry, child marriage and sati. While these laws have not entirely prevented these discriminatory and regressive practices, they do act as a deterrent. The PNDT Act is different from other social legislations because it does not involve only change in social behavior and practices. It also demands ethical medical practice and the regulation of medical technologies that have the potential to be misused. This thus puts the onus on the medical community for responsible and ethical behavior. But the onus is also on each one of us – the general public. It is people amongst us who are breaking the law or facilitating such an action. As concerned citizens, it is our responsibility to see that our fellow citizens – neighbors, relatives, office colleagues, our domestic staff, and acquaintances – do not indulge in sex selection. We also have to be vigilant to ensure that no members of the medical profession around us are encouraging and abetting such practices. As you go through the provisions of the law in this booklet, you will see how easy it is to be a part of a person-to-person social movement to actively discourage this rampant discrimination against the girl child. (For example: Does the nursing home or a clinic near your home display a board declaring that it does not undertake sex selection and that such a practice is illegal?) It is our responsibility to respect the provisions of the PNDT Act and blow the whistle if violations take place.
Declining Sex Ratios across States

Child Sex Ratio statistics in the 0-6 age group for the last four decades show a continuous decline, which has been the sharpest from 1981 onwards. 
Balasore  Sex Ratio - Sex ratio of any region is generally the number of females per thousand males in the area. Orissa had around 1086 females per 1000 males in 1921 that got reduced to 1067 during 1937. This ratio kept on getting decreased with each passing decade making it 1053 during 1941, 1022 in 1951 and 1001 in 1961.

         In the next decade that is in 1971 the numbers of their male counterparts surpassed the number of females by reducing their number to a mere 988 per 1000 males. This reduction in the number of females further increased in 1981 by bringing their number to 981 during 1981 and 971 during 1991. This ratio got a bit improved at the advent of the year 2001 wherein the number of females increased to 972 females per 1000 males taking it even higher than that of all India sex ratio of 933. 

The fall to 927 in the 2001 census has been alarming, especially since the country seems to be registering an upward growth in other areas. This clearly indicates that economic prosperity and education have no bearing on the sex ratio – or, in other words, in changing the traditional preference for sons over daughters.
Outstanding needs of the Project.
According  to  UNICEF  about  50  million  females  are  missing  from  Indian Population   because   of  systematic   gender   discrimination,   in  a layman’s language that’s because of the preference of the male child.
Because dowry system is so very deeply percolated into every strata of our society a girl child is seen as a liability and on the other hand a male child is taken to be an asset of sorts. The financial implications of the dowry system have been extremely negative on the fairer sex. Women don’t enjoy the same or equal status on the social ladder. Even some of the religions give the fairer sex an unfair deal.
Not  only  are  the  women  folk  economically  dependent  but  also  the  more Serious issue is that they are also very vulnerable. Their backwardness remains the same, as their labor is not considered on par with their male counterparts neither do they have enough avenues to gain freedom.
 # Some Facts and Figures
· Sex ratio in India is down to 927 from 945 in the previous census.
· Annually there are about 5 million cases of sex selection in the country and we are still counting.
· Sex ration in the state of Orissa  has drastically fallen from 1991 to 2001.
· In Balasore District the sex ratio tumbled from 1991 to 2001.
· Again as per current trend it is going down to 952 particularly in urban and sub urban area the sex ratio is below 1000. 

In most of the cases the mother of the girl child is as supportive towards abortion  as  the  other  members  of  the  family  Though  the  advancement  in medical science is often to prolong the existence of human beings but here the advancement in ultrasound scanning techniques only terminated the lives of thousands  of young  girls even before  their birth. This can be taken as the ultimate irony of the situation.
Of the scan centers in the Orissa State, Balasore District with authorized scan centers and several unauthorized centers. Even vans are fitted with ultra sound equipment’s that foray in to interior villages leading even poorer sections to access sex determination technology. This mushrooming of genetic and ultra sound centers could be the reason for the steep drop in sex ratio through female feticide among the both urban and rural population. In this poor and backward district couples also frequently visit .
Technically the PNDT (Pre-natal Diagnostic Techniques) act forbids all such centers from disclosing the sex of foetus to the parents. But the scan centers and parents still flout this law brazenly.  The  lack  of  enough  laws  and stringent  action  against  those  who  violate  has  meant  that  the  miscreants escape the hands of law and this does little to arrest this trend of sex selection which paves way for female foeticide. Acts such as PNDT seek to prevent and regulate pre-natal diagnostic techniques but cannot forthrightly deny people the access to such techniques.
At this rate the day is not far when our population may not have the statistic of sex ratio for there might not be any women left to figure in it. Looking at the current trend we in all possibilities are heading towards human extinction for there’s no technique yet where you can reproduce without women.
Reasons for Reduction in Child Sex Ratio from 1991 onwards

a) Development of Prenatal diagnostic Tests and Procedures
i. Advancement in the field of Science and Technology resulted in development of prenatal Diagnostic Tests and procedures.
ii. These prenatal diagnostic Tests and procedures were intended to help the Doctors in diagnosis of congenital diseases and sex linked disorders.
iii. UNFORTUNATELY in India and some other Asian countries these tests and procedures were used to determine sex of the fetus which led to elimination of female fetuses by Medical Termination of Pregnancy.
Major Provisions of PC & PNDT Act:
                                                                  Violation of provisions of the Act & Rules is punishable under section 23 & 25 Registration of Genetic Clinics (Ultrasound Scanning facility) Mandatory under section 3 (1) Doctors, Paramedical staff & others prohibited from communicating the sex of fetus under section 4 (5) Advertisements regarding prenatal sex under section 22 Use of Prenatal Diagnostic Tests for Prenatal under section 3A & 6

OBJECTS OF THE PROJECT:

i. To catch the wrongdoers using decoy customers etc. in collaboration with the Appropriate Authorities.
ii. To study the ongoing court cases filed in court for violations of the provisions of the PC & PNDT Act and suggest/take action for speedy disposal.
iii. Break the chain of referrals (doctors, field workers, dais, etc), if any, for doing sex selective abortions.
iv. Do medical audits of PNDT records of clinics registered under PC & PNDT Act.
v. To increase accountability of Appropriate Authorities through Public pressure, media advocacy etc.
vi. To involve the field functionaries and panchayats for early registration of pregnancies and improved birth registration.
vii. To conduct training for public prosecutors / Judiciary Any other proposal which may help in effective implementation of the PC & PNDT Act.
viii. To promote and protect the rights of the ABC for their socio-economic, Educational and cultural development.
ix. To undertaken activities for building the capacities of the communities to fight for their atrocities and ensure social justice and equality.
x. To facilitate developmental interventions for to poor and marginal communities through various activities.
xi. To develop confidence levels among the women for raising their issues of atrocities.

Methodology:
The initiatives of the project will be undertaken, a Campaign which includes Workshops, Seminars, Consultations and Rallies, in various levels involving Community   Members,   local Leaders,   Panchyat   Raj members,   Medical Professionals  and  Civil  Society  Organizations  on  PNDT  Act  and  needs  of Gender Equity.
Posters,   copies   of   PNDT   Act,   and   other   Information   Education   and Communication material on Gender Equity, Women’s and Girl Child Rights will be developed in simple Languages and widely disseminated in every activity of the Project.

The proposed interventions will not only sensitize the Government officials on the Policies and Acts on the protection of Girl Children but also influence the  NGOs,  Civil  Society  Organizations  on  the  issue  of  Female  Feticide.
Which would be intended to taken up by them as the cross cutting issues apart their regular programmes and activities.
Issues to Be Highlighted In the Creative Expression
• Here and now issue
It is vital that the seriousness of the issue is brought out. It is not something out there in the future. It is a ‘here and now’ issue and there has to be a sense of urgency in the creative expression. It would, therefore, be important to create an imagery of the issue that encourages immediate action.

• Tradition and technology nexus
Sex selection is a reflection of the low status of women in the society and a Patriarchal mindset steeped in son preference. Easy access to technology has made the situation far worse. The need of the hour is to break through both.
• It contributes to violence
Sex selection is probably the worst form of gender-based violence – it results in Selective elimination of the female foetus.
• Equality is the mantra
Focus on the equality mantra - bring out how neglect and discrimination leads to an unequal status for the girl child.
• Value the girl child
Encourage equal value of the girl child and imply that she is not a liability.
• Equal access to opportunity and resources
Highlight efforts that are at the heart of the problem – equal access to education, health, employment and productive resources of land and property.
• Mindset change
Law alone will not work; what is needed is a mindset change. Depict how ‘each one of us counts’.
Segmenting the Audience
· It will be important to keep in mind the target audience while selecting the medium, the message and the approach to follow. A literate, urban audience would need the message packaged differently as against a rural, semi-literate one. The channels too may be different. The age group will matter, as will the context and the environment in which the message is being delivered.
· It may be useful to remember that that sex selection is happening more in urban, prosperous and literate India.
· Audience segmentation also needs to take into account the role played by different family members. This will help in appropriately enhancing the message.A message to a mother-in-law will be different from the one addressed to a mother-to-be.
Communication Triggers
· There are broadly two tracks that can be used to bring out the message - fear and guilt vs. rights/equality platform. Essentially, the latter approach focuses on love, care, warmth and other positive emotions such as pride. Each has its pros and cons.
· Fear and guilt is a double-edged sword. While it could make somebody take momentary notice, its use beyond a point could lead to a total ‘switch-off’ and drive the target audience into an ‘avoidance’ mode. What might be useful is striking an emotional chord in the target audience and moving them to an action stage. Possible buttons to push are of love, warmth and caring for girl child -using these expressions for a daughter and a sister could be more effective. This makes the issue a more personal one as it tugs at the heart.
· Avoid a patronizing/preaching approach. For instance, ‘We pledge to protect her’ has a patronizing overtone as does ‘Let her live…’ and ‘ladki hona dosh nahin, jurm nahin, paap nahin, usen khilne de.’

Language
· Avoid use of language that portrays girls as objects of pity and devalues them.
· Some of the communication says, ‘Give girls a chance, they too can look after you’ or ‘mujhe maa ke garbh me kyon marte ho, kewal is liya ki main ladki hoon?’ Therefore, avoid language that reinforces such stereotypes.
· Similarly avoid use of clichés such as ‘daughters as laxmi’ or ‘beti bojh nahin lathi hai.’
· Refrain from using words such as foeticide, killing, murder, and genocide as this focuses attention on negative emotions of fear and violence thereby turning the audience away from the issue at hand.
· It is best to avoid using the term ‘sex selective abortion’ as it confuses the issue by linking it to legal and safe abortion per se.
· Avoid language that holds the mother responsible for sex selection. She has very little control over the decision.
· Use language, which is simple, direct and appeals to the heart.
Imagery
· Avoid imagery that is gruesome or gory for instance foetus in a bottle or a dagger piercing a rosebud for the reason that a violent image will have the audience go into a switch-off mode.
· Avoid imagery that reinforces gender inequality as in the case of some of the popular family based TV serials. Some of them continue to portray women as inferior and men in haloed terms.
· Respect the female form. A grotesque or provocative portrayal of female anatomy while discussing sex selection could take the issue in a different direction. It also distracts from the message being communicated. 
Proposed Activities:
Poster Campaigning: Posters on Child Rights, Harms of Female Foeticide and Legal Actions against the Violators of PNDT Act will be designed and pasted on  the  walls  of  every  nook  and  corners  of  the  slums,  (Localities),  Public Places, and Public Gatherings.
Film Show: A film about 25 minutes to 30 minutes in local dialect about PNDT Act and importance of female population will be made to aware people which will create an enabling environment to the Act.
Development   and information Dissemination   of Booklets:  
Booklets on PNDT Act in local languages will be developed for wide circulation among the community, stake holders, civil societies, government authorities, media etc. This intends to create awareness on the Act.
District level Public Meeting: 
District Level Public meeting will proposed to conduct involving community members, NGO representatives, Civil Society organizations, government officials and Political Representatives.  The prime objective of the meeting will be to provide a glimpse on the present status of Female Sex Ratio in Districts, the Acts and Legislation to bring change in Sex Ratio (PNDT Act.) etc.
Block level Sensitization Meeting: Block level sensitization meeting is proposed to take all the stake holders of block like B.D.O., C.D.P.O. Tehasildar, Panchayat Samiti Chairperson, Panchayat Samiti Members, Zilla Parishad Members and other Govt. officials to sensitize towards PC & PNDT Act.
Panchayat level Awareness Meeting: S.H.G. leaders, Youth club members, Ward Members, Village Members need to be aware and all the myth with female shall be removed from their behavior. 
Media 
Sensitization 
Workshop: 
Media 
plays 
an 
important 
role 
in dissemination of information among the masses.  Towards sensitization of Media on the issues of Female Foeticide and PNDT Act, a Workshop will be intended to organize with Media Representatives from Print and Electronic Media.
Trainings for NGOs: 
A two day district Level Training programme will be organized for NGOs, Balasore District of Orissa State on Child Protection Issues and Community Sensitization Skills. This programme will bring a perspective among the NGOs to address it in their respective areas.
Expected Outcomes:
· Increase in understanding levels of community, Civil Society, Medical Professionals about the issues of Female Foeticide and PNDT act
· Increase in publication of girl child related issues in newspapers and coverage in Electronic media.
· Stringent actions against the violators of PNDT Act. 

· Increase in Female Sex Ratio in targeted areas.

· Strengthening   of NGOs towards addressing the issues of   Female Foeticide.
Monitoring and Evaluation Process
· Fortnightly and monthly review of field level staff for effective and Efficient implementation of project
· Internal evaluation committee will be formed to evaluate the project, through applying various evaluation techniques and methodologies.
· Appointment of external evaluators to evaluate the process externally.

BUDGET
	S.No
	Activities
	Calculations
	Amount

	1
	Poster Campaigns 

Development of Posters ,

Printing and publishing costs

Monthly awareness meetings 

With the communities


	USD 0.50  X

5000 Posters

USD 20 x 100 Meetings


	2500
2000

	2
	Development of PNDT Act Booklets in local language(Odiya)
Development of printing and publishing of the information booklets on PNDT act in Local language. 


	USD 1  x 5000 Copies
	5000

	3
	District/Block/Panchayat  Level Public Meeting 

Logistics , Travel , food & 

Snacks expenses 


	USD 1  x 60 Persons 

x  100  meetings 
	6000

	4
	Media Sensitization Workshop 

Logistics, Travel , Food & Snacks 

Expenses 
	USD 4  x 50 Persons 

x  2  workshop
	400

	5
	Docu – Feature Film 

(Artist , Camera , Cameraman , Editing , dobbing etc .) 


	L.S
	4000

	6
	Training for Ngo’s 

Logistics , Travel , food & Snacks Expenses
	USD 4  x 30 Persons 

x  2  Training
	240

	7
	Administration 

Postage , Stationary and 

Communication allowance 

Travel expenses 

Miscellaneous Expenses 

Accounts and Audit Fees 
	USD 600  x 12 months 


	7200

	
	
	Total
	27340
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