Community Education Program: “A Chance” with English

La Isla Foundation’s (LIF) community education program operates under the philosophy of boardening horizons as a path to health. In the absence of a definite causality for the devastating CKDu epidemic, we are focused on creating alternative work opportunities and providing any means for young adults to avoid working in the sugarcane industry. English language instruction is one of the most direct ways to foster skill development, which can ultimately alter the livelihood of an individual. In 2010, LIF began piloting English classes with the 5th and 6th grade students of the community’s only primary school, El Soccoro. These classes were immediately met with interest and community support. Starting summer of 2012, the classes became priority; LIF restructured the classes, began long-term curriculum planning, and created a team of staff and volunteers directly responsible for community education programs. Currently the classes are being run in a 3 level system; both grades split into beginner, intermediate, and advanced learning groups, each group led by 2 teachers. This group split is made after the first quarter of the curriculum is completed and the first test is graded. The group system allows us to take children that are especially interested, driven, and gifted at language learning and provide special attention to them. Conversely, it also allows us to find the students struggling in the large class and give them attention, lending itself to a higher level of learning than would be possible in the large class. This newly structured English Instruction Program has been running for 6 months and hugely successful results are already being noted. As the school year rolls to an end our English teachers are noting the improved language proficiency of the graduating students. Resources provided, we hope to continue education with these newly graduated students come the beginning of next school year in February with more intense classes for young adults. We firmly believe that with the background provided to them in primary school English instruction; two years of intense English Education will provide the young adults with an increased level of proficiency lenabling them to seek advanced jobs outside of the sugarcane fields.
