Proposal 

To Educate children in the Thar Desert of Rajasthan with special emphasis on children of mine workers.

Introduction

Gravis is seeking funds to educate children in the Thar Desert region of Rajasthan with special emphasis on children of mine workers. The project will benefit over 500 children by giving them access to education which is suited to their needs, provide them with a range of extra-curricular activities and encourage them to join the formal education system. Gravis requests a grant of $3,000 for this purpose.

The funds will be routed through the International Development Exchange.

The education scene in Rajasthan

The 2001 Census figures show that the literacy rate in India has improved to 65.38 per cent. The gap between male and female literacy is also decreasing with the figures now standing at 75.85 and 54.16 per cent respectively. During 1991-2001, the highest change in literacy rate was recorded in Rajasthan (22.48 per cent), with the state improving its position from 33 in 1991 to 29 (out of 35 state and union territories). However in absolute terms, Rajasthan still has 17.4 million illiterates and the male/female differential at 32.12 per cent is very high. This means that the goal of universal literacy will take some time to achieve. 

Rajasthan Literacy Statistics, Census of India 2001 

	Literacy Rate, 2001
	Increase in Literacy Over 1991 Census (%)
	Male/Female Differential in Literacy (%)
	Rank in Literacy Rate

	Persons
	Females
	Total
	2001
	1991
	2001

	61.03
	44.34
	22.48
	32.12
	33
	29


Since the literacy rate is computed for age 7 & above population, it does not take into account the state of education with respect to enrolment, drop-put and achievement in the formative elementary years. In most villages, the poor children are usually loaded with household activities. Boys are mostly engaged in cattle grazing and agricultural activities while girls take care of household activities and younger siblings. These activities affect regular education of the boys and girls alike.  Social stratification and poverty results in severe disparities in primary school access and learning opportunities for girls, children from the lowest castes and most marginalized groups.

According to the PROBE (Public Report on Basic Education) report published in 1999 on the state of education in Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan the increase in drop out rates is due to the unattractiveness of the school and teaching processes. The PROBE also recorded the lack of or dysfunctional state of basic amenities in many schools like playgrounds, toilets, drinking water facility, teaching aids, kits and libraries. 

Gravis in its work with mine workers has found that the problem of child labor is on the increase.

Given the remote locations of the mines and the lack of education opportunities, parents bring their children to the mines, exposing them to the harmful health effects of the dust particles. Further given the low-income levels, most parents let or make their children work in the mines from an early age to earn additional income. The mine owners also prefer child laborers as they are easy to handle and do not hesitate doing petty jobs. These circumstances in turn lead to further alienation of children from the education process.

The IDEX – Gravis Partnership

IDEX is a San Francisco based non-profit organization that partners with grassroots organizations in eight countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America, while actively engaging and educating North Americans in the challenges facing communities in these regions.  Since 1985, IDEX has channeled over $2.8 million to fund more than 500 self-help community projects and 60 grassroots organizations benefiting women, youth and indigenous peoples who earn less than $1 a day.

Since 1994, IDEX has worked in partnership with Gravis on supporting sand stone mine workers and their families. The mine workers are among the poorest of the poor in this region, working for extremely low wages, and are often exposed to severe health dangers such as silicosis, tuberculosis, and other dust born diseases. GRAVIS assists approximately 100,000 workers in over 11,000 open quarry mines in the Jodphur and Nagaur districts through direct medical services, health education, advocacy and capacity building.  

In addition to supporting Gravis with grants, IDEX provides other support services. IDEX helps Gravis with research and information about treatment and prevention of dust-borne diseases in other countries, mine labor organizations that are fighting for miners rights around the world and other topics relevant to this project. IDEX facilitates exchange visits for Gravis staff to the U.S. and other countries so that Gravis staff can network and spread its message. IDEX serves as the liaison between GRAVIS and funders of this project, including assisting with fundraising, writing foundation reports and dispersing funds. IDEX educates people in the U.S. about the struggles of these miners through outreach and regular updates on our website, in our newsletter and public education materials. 

Gramin Vikas Vigyan Samiti (Gravis)

Gravis was founded in 1983 with the objective of working with communities in the Thar Desert to harness science and technology for environmental transformation and sustainable development. Gravis works in over 300 villages in Jodhpur, Jaisalmer, Nagaur, Bikaner, and Barmer districts. 

Once a predominantly pastoral economy, the Thar region has become a desert, largely as a result of intensive agriculture with little regard for maintenance of soil fertility and ground water. Given the low and erratic rainfall, agriculture is entirely dependent on over-exploitation of ground water, leading to further desertification. Rajasthan today faces repeated drought, frequent and severe food crises, rapidly declining yields, degradation of soil and plant cover and severe shortages in drinking water, fodder and fuelwood. The impoverishment of the community is reflected in high rates of malnutrition and poor health of women and children. The social status of women, as in the rest of Rajasthan, is low. Female literacy rates are almost zero in several villages, and there is a high incidence of child labor.

Gravis has focused on initiating programs for sustainable development, as well as on mobilizing emergency relief in times of crisis. Gravis takes a Gandhian approach to rural development, working with the poor of the desert to enable them to help themselves. Their goal is to promote self-reliance to improve the social, economic and political future of the desert communities. Gravis has developed a very interesting village development model through which they promote leadership at the grassroots level. In each of the communities they form Village Development Committees (VDCs), that represent different groups of the village and is responsible for all development activities in the village. The programs carried out by Gravis are in the areas of   agro-forestry, environmental regeneration, animal husbandry, water conservation, education, health and local crafts have been successfully implemented.  

Gravis’ work on education

Gravis has undertaken to address education problem of the poor and the disadvantaged children with special emphasis on the girl child. Gravis has organized 154 primary education centers for boys and girls in 76 villages and of these 21 centers are exclusively for girls. The enrolment in the schools is 4651 of which there are 2698 boys and 1863 girls. The instructors are from the local area and given training by Gravis. The village residents provide land, material and labor to construct schools while Gravis provides the school and children with teaching materials.


Positive change in the community

The community-centered and child friendly approach of Gravis has brought about many changes. Among these are:

· Positive change in attitude and outlook of parents towards education of their children, particularly the girl child

· Increased participation of children in various activities

· Increase in ratio of boys:girls::5.7:4.3, which is much better than before

· Exposure of children to outside agencies like banks, panchayats, post offices 

· Increase in skills in language, arithmetic and general knowledge

· Positive self-image among girl children

Proposed Activity and Budget

The activities under the education are:

· Increase number and enrolment in the non-formal education (NFE) centers

· Ensure participation of the community in all aspects of education

· Equip the schools with adequate facilities (toilets, drinking water) and teaching aids

· Design curriculum to suit desert children 

· Extracurricular activities, exposure visits

· Mainstream NFE children into formal schools

	Activity
	US$

	Expansion of education centers – material to construct school, provide drinking water and toilet facilities
	1,500

	Teaching aid and materials
	1,000

	Exposure visits, training of teachers and extra-curricular activities
	500

	Total
	 3,000


Project Outcome

· Increase in enrollment and retention of children in the education centers. The programme will help to enroll 500 additional children including 200 girls.

· Reduction in the number of children working as laborers

· Increase in education levels in language, arithmetic and general knowledge

· Increase in participation of parents and community in the education process

· Increase in children continuing education and joining the formal education process

The School at Pabupura 


Mine workers live in very difficult and poor conditions. The mines are spread in distant corners of the state and some in very remote areas. The remote areas lack in many basic facilities and education is one of them. Pabupura is a good example of this situation. The village has no schools and the nearest one is 10 km away with no public transport to reach.





The Gravis team while visiting the village to discuss mine worker related issues found that children are not getting education due to lack of facilities. The miners were very keen that their children get some form of education. A meeting was organized in the village between the field team, the mine workers union and residents from the village. It was decided that a school would be opened with cooperation from all the residents.





Pabupura residents helped build a small house for the school with rooms and drinking water facility. They also helped in the appointment of teachers. Gravis provided the school and children with teaching aids (black board and chairs) and incentives (school bags). The school now has 109 children who regularly attend and take part in all activities. The number of girls attending school has increased and there is great enthusiasm among parents to send their children regularly to school.
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