GLOBAL GIVING PROJECT; RESCUING 9000 CHILDREN FROM THE STREETS 
TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN RESCUED  TILL  NOVEMBER
	
	DEC
	JAN
	FEB
	MAR
	APR
	MAY
	JUNE
	JULY
	AUG 
	SEPT
	OCT
	NOV
	Total 

	BOYS
	299
	379
	389
	523
	460
	483
	392
	510
	460
	434
	425
	472
	5226

	GIRLS
	30
	53
	48
	63
	56
	72
	70
	76
	62
	55
	82
	82
	749

	Total 
	329
	432
	437
	586
	516
	555
	462
	586
	522
	489
	507
	554
	5975


Over these 12 months, BOSCO has rescued 5975 vulnerable children, an average of 497 per month, 16 per day. Out of these 5975 children rescued,  2845 were reintegrated back to family.
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GENDER WISE DIFFERENCE OF THE CHILDREN 
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CHILDREN CONTACTED AND REINTEGRATED BACK  TO  FAMILY
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FINAL ACTION TAKEN AGAINST TOTAL NUMBER OF CHILDREN CONTACTED
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Child lost and gained 

Mahadeva, finds it very hard to recall his early childhood. His narration begins from the days he started working as a bonded labourer. He is unable to recall anything pleasant about his childhood. He does not remember the name of his school or even to describe it. He only remembers how he dropped out of school. It was a Monday. He wanted to see his brother Kush who was working in an estate for a landlord in a village about 4 km away, and then go for a movie. So, instead of going to school, that day, Mahadeva went to meet his brother. When he almost reached the estate, Nanjappa, his present landlord came in his car. He caught Mahadeva and threatened him. He asked Mahadeva if he would go to school or work. Out of fear he said that he would work. Nanjappa, then put him in his car and took him to his estate. That was the end of his schooling and childhood too! Before Mahadeva started working in an estate in Coorg District in Karnataka, he was with his father Soma and mother Maadi (belonging to Yerava Community among the Hindus who spoke the Yerava dialect of Kannada) who lived and worked in another estate. He has two elder brothers Luv (23) and Kush (21) who also worked in an estate. Luv is married and his wife is Kaveri. They have a two-year old daughter Meena who is also with them in the estate on which they work. When he was taken by Nanjappa to his estate for work Mahadeva was studying in Class V. But now, Mahadeva has to work in the fields from 7 in the morning till 5 in the evening. Rs. 100/- a week was his wages. He would do all farm work, including, digging, sowing seeds, weeding grass, plucking coffee and spraying pesticides. He had to live with other boys in a shed constructed by the owner in the field itself. The boys had to cook, by themselves, the rice given by the owner. Two off-days in a week- Monday and Tuesday, but only in name! No extra payment was made for this extra work. But then, there is incentive: a bottle of alcohol! Nanjappa, the landlord, would buy crates of liquor from a shop. These were given to all the workers in the fields. One and a half bottle would go to Mahadeva’s parents every day. Both his brothers were being given one bottle each. Their evenings were spent in taking alcohol, an excellent strategy by the landlords in the area to retain their workers! Mahadeva said that he would find the rainy season the most difficult as he had to manure the coffee plantations and chilly fields. All the work would be washed away in the rain. They had to do it again and again. Sometimes Mahadeva would feel very frustrated and angry; and then, he would throw the manure in the mud instead of the fields! They had to work quite late in the evening during this season; for this he would be given half a bottle of ‘Sarai’ (liquor), extra. Only, he and other boys were not allowed to meet parents! When the coffee would be ripe and ready the task would be to pluck the beans. In a day he would pluck 150 kilograms! Though the landlord promised one rupee per kilogram, he never paid it to them. In this season too he would be given only rupees 250 per week. During Puttajatre, the annual village festival, the male god is taken in procession through the entire village. The celebration goes on for a week. But Mahadeva would be working even during the festival; it made no difference to him! If the boys got fed up of the labour and ran away, they would be found and brought back by the landlord’s men after a heavy thrashing. The ‘interest money’ on them would increase! Mahadeva is not aware of anyone in his family having taken a loan; but against the name of his brother Kush who had left his estate and gone to another estate, the interest accumulated was Rs. 40,000! Mahadeva has no idea how the interest money was being calculated. This continued for 4 years till he turned 15. He had got sick of the work. He would not get help from parents. Because they were helpless themselves and, probably, knew no other work than the age-old form of labour- bonded labour. They would put him back on to the same work. So with his friend Chandra who was working with him in the estate, one day he ran away. Chandra told him that they could work in Bangalore as the wages would be better. There would also be more holidays. They came away directly from the field. Mahadeva did not inform any one. He had brought only his mobile phone with him. They had just a few rupees with them. They got in to some bus and came to the Kempe Gowda (Majestic) Bus Station in Bangalore. Once they reached the Bus Station Chandra warned him that if he was not careful about the mobile it would be stolen. So he kept it very close to his body even when he slept at night in the Station. All-the-same the mobile was stolen. Fortunately, the SIM Card was safe with Chandra as he had removed it before they lay down to sleep! 

At about six in the morning,  Maltesh Kiran, a BOSCO staff manning the Child Rescue Booth at the Kempe Gowda Bus Station, met him. Mahadeva had wounds on his legs which caused him severe pain as he walked. His dress was muddy and shabby. He told Maltesh that he came looking for work. Maltesh shared about other children at BOSCO and asked him if he too would like to stay with them. Mahadeva agreed and was brought to BOSCO Yuvodaya. Deepa Patel, the counsellor, took Mahadeva into confidence and got from him as much information as possible. A call was made to the landlord’s mobile, the only number Mahadeva knew, to get in touch with his parents. But, he responded saying that the family had gone somewhere, and that he had no idea where they were. Seeing that Mahadeva was interested in learning some skill and working, he was referred to BOSCO Summnhally. 

 According to Sr. Pauline when he arrived she found in his behaviour clear signs of having been oppressed for years and having accepted a subservient life style. For instance, he would stand in front of the staff with folded hands, bowing to all! He was very submissive. The first responsibility the staff felt towards Mahadeva was to work on his crushed self-esteem. She said that even small gestures like offering a chair for him to sit and talk, as soon as he arrived, made a lot of difference to him. During this time several in-depth counseling sessions given to bring him back to the  life. Counselor spent lots of hours in different sessions until he is copied with the day to day life.  Gradually his slavish behaviours gave way to gaining confidence. He began to smile as he began to discover a world beyond working in those gloomy estates. It was to Sr. Pauline, the Counsellor at BOSCO Sumanahalli, that he shared that he was addicted to alcohol and how he came to be an addict. He did not share it with anybody else even while in other Centres of BOSCO, feeling that it would be embarrassing. He shared that even now he experienced craving and withdrawal symptoms in the evenings after 5. There is pain in his chest. But at this time the children have other programmes so it is managed as he too would be kept busy. And now, Sr. Pauline realized that it was probably because of the taking of alcohol and the four years of hard labour, that Mahadeva was taking more time to react and respond. He also looked both physically and mentally exhausted. Appropriate interventions are being made to help him to come out of it. After coming to Summanhalli he has started playing football and he says that he enjoys it a lot. He is very happy experiencing and enjoying freedom for the first time in life. He feels that no one deserves the kind of childhood that he has lived. At BOSCO Sumanahalli, Mahadeva, initially, started learning carpentry, but did not find it interesting. Soon he switched over to learning welding. He wants to go back home only when he has completed his training and worked from BOSCO Yuvakendra. If needed he is even ready to stay on for few months extra in order to sharpen his skills. He wants to bring his entire family out of their misery, one day, when he starts earning about Rs. 5000 per month or more!
