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WGEF/Vac Net, Women 4 Peace Award, 2013
Amony Evelyn, this year’s recipient of the WGEF/Vac Net Women 4 Peace Award and leader within the Women's Global Empowerment Fund and Gulu community, highlights the amazing strength and resiliency of Ugandan women recovering and rebuilding their lives. Evelyn was abducted by LRA forces in 1994, at the age of thirteen, and was held for twelve years. While in captivity, Evelyn was taken on as a wife by one of the LRA’s top officials, she mothered four children while being held by the LRA and acted as the primary caretaker for them and other children born in captivity. Although she has since escaped her captors, Evelyn continues to feel the lasting effects of the twelve long years she spent facing unimaginable violence and sexual terrorism. Never having finished school, Evelyn has struggled to find employment since returning home. Training in tailoring has allowed Evelyn to earn money making and selling bags. Unfortunately, as the primary caretaker for her entire family, this income sometimes leaves her struggling to make ends meet. However, Evelyn does not let the difficult circumstances she faces discourage her. Rather, she continuously finds time to act as a powerful leader in her community.

Evelyn serves as a leader in Women’s Global groups as well as acting as the current chairlady for the Women’s Advocacy Network (WAN). In her role as the chairlady of WAN, Evelyn is able to support and advocate for war affected women and children born in captivity. WAN pushes for women’s voices in the transitional justice process, to ensure that the needs of war affected women are being met by post conflict policies in Northern Uganda. Additionally, Evelyn helps to coordinate radio talk shows, community outreach and storytelling sessions in which these women can share their voices with each other and the greater community. Evelyn has been described as “a mother to all children born in captivity,” making herself available to these children from the point they arrive into her community to help them as they reintegrate into society. She is calm, patient, and understanding; a truly invaluable resource to the women and children in her community. We are very appreciative of the work Evelyn is doing and could not think of a better beneficiary of the Women 4 Peace Award.

