UPDATE on AFTER-SCHOOL APPRENTICESHIPS IN TECHNOLOGY
Our most recent evaluation data, issued in a report by our external evaluators Policy Studies Associates, indicate that Citizen Schools’ students in Boston are out-performing a matched comparison group on key metrics of school success.  The report confirmed that Citizen Schools serves at-risk, low-income students, with 90% of the students eligible for the federal free- or reduced-price lunch program.  PSA also reported that:
· In their first year of program participation, 6th and 7th grade students who consistently attended Citizen Schools outperformed a comparison group in 6 out of 7 indicators of success: attendance rates, lower rates of suspension, math and English course grades, and scores on the MCAS exam for English language arts, and promotion to the next grade.  

· Students graduating from Citizen Schools (two full years of participation including 8th Grade Academy) performed at a higher level in math and English during their 9th grade year than their matched peers, and had a significantly lower rate of suspensions.  This finding is especially important because it suggests that the skills (both core academic skills and “school navigation” skills) Citizen Schools instills have “stickiness,” and serve students well even after they leave the regular Citizen Schools program. 
· Citizen Schools graduates were more likely than their peers to be promoted to 10th grade on time (89% vs. 80%).  This is a key predictor of drop-out prevention. 

The evaluation report noted that Citizen Schools’ impact was not consistent across every indicator or subgroup and we know that much work remains to be done.  Overall, however, these evaluation results are extremely promising and stand in stark contrast to several highly publicized evaluations of after-school programs which found consistently far lower levels of participation and noted little change in students’ school performance or trajectory.
In addition to these results (which reflect the performance of Citizen Schools students in prior years), our Research and Evaluation Department has compiled program quality data on key metrics for the recently completed 2005-06 program year, including:
· enrollment: network-wide average of 66 students (10% increase over prior year); 

· retention: network wide average of 60% (11% increase over prior year); 

· daily attendance: 90% (increase from 88% in 2004-05); 

· improvement in leadership skills : 59% (increase from 57% in 2004-05); 

· improvement in oral communication skills: 70% (increase from 69% in 2004-05); 

· improvement/maintenance of grades in English/Language Arts: 61% (increase from 59% in 2004-05); 

· improvement/maintenance of grades in Math: 60% (increase from 54% in 2004-05);  and 

· blended quality rating: 4.0 on a 5.0 scale (this is the average quality rating from students, families, volunteers, classroom teachers, and staff; for 2004-05 the blended quality rating was 3.9). 

In each category, we noted incremental or substantial improvement.  

EXPANDING THE CITIZEN SCHOOLS NETWORK 
Citizen Schools is expanding its National Network.  We have adjusted our growth strategy to focus on launching and sustaining clusters of programs in a few states that will facilitate partnerships at the district and state level and allow Citizen Schools to connect to wider reform strategies.  For the 2006-07 academic year, we have grown our network to 30 campuses in five states, launching new campuses in:
· Charlotte, North Carolina (new region, 2 campuses) 
· Austin, Texas 

· Houston, Texas 

· Newark, New Jersey 

· East Palo Alto, California 
· Campbell, California 
· Redwood City, California 

· New Bedford, Massachusetts 

Over the next few years, we plan to expand from our current bases in California, New Jersey, North Carolina, and Texas; by 2012 we will grow to approximately 75 campuses in 8-10 states.  This network will serve up to 8,000 students and will catalyze local and national change in the after-school sector.  
NATIONAL LEADERSHIP IN THE AFTER-SCHOOL SECTOR 
Citizen Schools is leading and building the after-school sector.  We play a national leadership role in both practice and policy.  Specifically, in 2005-06 we:
· Linked after-school to the crisis of high school graduation and college and workforce readiness 

In April 2006 we convened our second Reimagining After School symposium on Capitol Hill on this topic.  Approximately 120 leaders in education policy, after-school, youth development, business, and philanthropy participated. 
· Launched a major innovation in creating a pipeline of after-school leaders 

In partnership with Lesley University we extended our unique Master’s Degree in Education program to welcome Teaching Fellows from across the Citizen Schools network.  The Master’s program helps to create a new professional pathway for aspiring leaders in the after-school sector.  
· Connected after-school with the workforce development priority of 21st century skills 

Citizen Schools convened a group of authors from business, education, government, and academia to produce a special issue of the journal New Directions in Youth Development, devoted to 21st century skills.  (Please let us know if you would like a copy.)  
Citizen Schools is relentlessly committed to improving our program and strengthening our organization so that each of our students in each of our sites can learn, succeed, and chart a course toward a fulfilling future.  With a robust program model and a track record of high performance, we are demonstrating that after-school, if done right, can be an engine of educational achievement, civic renewal, and expanded opportunity.
