MISSION STATEMENT:
It is the Mission of ARF to provide shelter and sanctuary to abandoned, abused and neglected companion animals awaiting adoption in Mississippi, focusing on the metropolitan tri-county area.   
Our Values:

We rescue, rehabilitate and socialize our rescues, instill in the animals the ability to trust, love and be loved; either again or for the first time.  
ARF strongly supports spay/neuter policies to reduce companion  animal over population and follows strict spay/neuter policies with its own animals pre-adoption.

We believe that these animals have not asked to be abandoned or abused and it is our responsibility now that they are here to give them a safe place to be until suitable family’s can be found.

Our Story:

ARF, a 501c3 was founded in 2005 by Elizabeth and Charles Jackson in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina.  

ARF began with 35 dogs and 2 birds rescued from Waveland, Mississippi  after the hurricane.  In the months after the storm, ARF volunteers traveled to the South Mississippi Humane Society  shelter and assisted the shelter in taking in dogs that were ready for adoption in order to assist the south Mississippi shelter in making room for more intakes.

We work with other rescue organizations and persons involved in rescue in the area in order to help the helpless.  If we at ARF don’t have the companion animal you are wanting to add to your family, we can guide you to CARA (Community Animal Rescue and Adoption), The Madison ARK, Jackson Friends, The Mississippi Animal Rescue League or other individual rescuers in the area.   Our goal, besides putting an end to unplanned, unwanted animals roaming the streets is to find GOOD, safe and loving homes to the animals already in shelters.  When one adopts rather than buys an animal, a life is saved.  

Being a no-kill shelter/sanctuary, we quickly become full and look to other avenues for assisting companion animals awaiting adoption.  Therefore, we provide a foster program for many dogs and cats for our intakes.  Fostering helps provide the rescue the opportunity to become more socialized and adoption ready and gives the human a heart warming reward in knowing they have made a strong impact in saving another life
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For further information about ARF of MS, including volunteering opportunities, donations, special events, adoptions, foster care, bequeaths, and program services, please call 601-750-2740 or visit our website at www.arfms.org
Dear Friends,

We are often awed and amazed at the resilience of our rescues and how they are able to still be able to love after suffering the terrible abuses humans put on them prior to arriving at the ARF Farm. They persevere through the storms and neglect finding a way to survive and hopefully make their way to shelter.

We at ARF of MS have been able to persevere as well.  2010 and 2011 were challenging years for a non-profit animal rescue organization.  The economic downturn brought funding cuts for grant makers and donors alike. While more dogs and cats were being abandoned by their owners due to economic crisis, our ability to provide care was affected as well. 
We met these challenges using our skills and dedication to adapt and evolve.  Our Board of Directors committed themselves to increase our visibility, increase fundraising efforts, locate businesses and individuals who would provide in kind resources and pro-bono services.

We know the economic crisis is far from over. In 2012, we will begin developing a collaboration with other organizations to increase our ability to serve the animals and community needing our assistance.  We are implementing a spay/neuter assistance program (SNAP – Spay Neuter All Pets) to help reduce over population of companion animals, we are increasing our adoption opportunities throughout the area, we have implemented a new volunteer training service program and  we will continue to seek opportunities to partner with other rescue organizations in order to assist rescued animals throughout our area.  We will continue to improve our facility as we grow and develop thereby providing better and more care for our residents within the sanctuary.
We are grateful for your commitment to our mission and your understanding that your support directly touches the entire community as we help the homeless, forgotten, abused and rejected companion animals of Mississippi.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Jackson



Executive Director and Founder
2011 Major Accomplishments

115 dogs and cats adopted into safe and loving homes

340 dogs and cats rescued off the streets of neglect and abuse

Multiple dogs and  cats provided temporary shelter when their families lives were harmed by the BP Oil Spill, thanks to the generosity of Pepsi Refresh the Gulf grant
2012 Goals:

Relocate of new facility in Jackson, MS,  increasing the ability to outreach further within the metropolitan area and increase access to facility.
Build a senior dog compound, with soft track areas and gentle exercise/lounge area for the senior dog at the facility.

Complete the walking trails for the dogs and volunteers.

Complete the exercise/training yard for the dogs and volunteers.

Complete the fenced pond area for water dogs to have off leash time in the pond.

Implement  Buddy’s Buddies Therapy Dog program, providing our rescues the opportunity to serve the community in therapy dogs service.
