Project : Health care

Helping a Poor person to regain vision through cataract surgery at the “Lok Nayak Jai Prakash” NBJK Hospital

There are 15 million people blind in India. Every fifth blind person in the world is an Indian. In India 80 percent of the blindness is either curable or avoidable. The major setback is that most of the blind are scattered in rural areas and eye care units are set up in urban areas and are unaffordable for common man. 

The major opthalmomogical diseases present in the state of Jharkhand & Bihar are:

· Xerophthalmia ( Vit A def.)
· Cataract
· Glaucoma
· Conjunctivitis
· Refractive Errors
· Iritis
· Dacryocystitis
· Ocular Trauma
· Corneal Ulcers
· Disease of Posterior Segment
The most common eye diseases prevalent are curable but due to lack of awareness, bad financial condition and approachability common mass is suffering a lot. Taking this is account NBJK has established two well equipped eye hospitals at Bahera, Chouparan and Dumka of Hazaribagh district with support of few institutional donors. The hospitals provide free and/or subsidized surgeries to the poor and needy people belonging to the marginalized community. Only a support of Rs.2275 can provide vision to a needy person by getting him operated for cataract. 

Cost Break-up:
	S No
	Item
	Amount in Rs

	1
	Average cost of identification camp per patient
	150

	2
	Doctor fees
	350

	3
	Food for patient for two days
	200

	4
	Hospital charges (equipment charges/operation theatre charge/electricity/Generator/stay)
	500

	5
	Intra Ocular Lens cost
	100

	6
	Ophthalmic clinical assistants who assist the doctor at the time of surgery
	290

	7
	Travel cost from villages of different blocks of Hazaribagh/Koderma districts to eye hospital
	90

	8
	Surgery Consumables – medicines
	350

	9
	Post operative medicine including black spectacles
	245

	Total 
	2275


NBJK´s Strength:

Nav Bharat Jagriti Kendra (www.nbjk.org) a renowned and non-profit voluntary organization has setup Eye Hospitals in Hazaribag and Dumka of Jharkhand state. The two hospitals have 4 experienced Eye Surgeons, over 40 paramedical staff members, and house 98 beds, advanced operating theatres, with a capacity to do 14,000 surgeries every year. 
Success story:  Happy grandma who can see and play with her grandchildren again 
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Flora Barla, a 60 year old widow of the Hazaribag district, lost her eye sight gradually over the last 4 years due to cataracts and reached the verge of complete blindness. Flora’s two sons who are daily laborers did not have the resources for their mother’s eye surgery. Flora had no hope of seeing again. During NBJK’s regular village eye clinic, Flora was diagnosed with cataract blindness and referred to the NBJK eye hospital where surgery to implant lenses in both eyes was performed on two separate occasions. 
   (Satish Girija)

      Secretary
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