                               The Zelka Foundation – An Introduction.

The Zelka Foundation started with a dream and an idea in 2008. It was formed by 6 people – 5 of who were born and raised in Ethiopia but who now live and are settled in the United Kingdom as British Citizens. It became a formal organisation in 2009 that began to raise funds to help destitute and homeless Ethiopians in the United Kingdom and Ethiopia. 

With the support of the Ethiopian Community in the UK it grew until is reached a size that registration with The Charities Commission seemed appropriate – it became a Registered Charity in 2011. We are proud to call ourselves an Ethiopian Diaspora Organisation.

All the Ethiopian trustees grew up in and around some of the poorest parts of Ethiopia and knew, in reality, the lives of its most disadvantaged people would only be changed with the help of its own  people - working in partnership with the International Community and established Ethiopian NGOs.
From this The Zelka Foundation was created and named after Mr Zelka Berue - who worked endlessly to alleviate the suffering of his people until his death in 2001.

The current chair has considerable ties to Ethiopia – is married to an Ethiopian and has been to Ethiopia on many occasions - he has an Ethiopian Residency Card and a home in Addis Ababa. He is also a member of the Chartered Institute of Housing with over 22 years’ experience working for and with UK charities.

Our international objectives are to build low cost supported housing in Ethiopia and to provide education and employment opportunities to urban slum dwellers in Addis Ababa. We understand that there are considerable issues facing the residents who live in urban slums but feel we can make genuine difference, especially with the help and support of Comic Relief.

We have built a number of supported housing units in Addis Ababa over the last 3 years each housing 20 young adults – the cost of each unit is £50,000 and breaks down as such:
Planning Application:             £250

Land Purchase:                   £6000

Building Materials:             £22000

Labour:                            £12000

Installation of Utilities:        £ 2750

Furniture:                           £4000

Consultant fees:                  £2000

Total:                               £50000

Each project takes 4 months to construct. We work in partnership with a charity called The St Francis Integrated Development Organisation (FIDO) who manage the facility after construction, select the residents and provide all the support services to the residents – the hardest thing both organisation have to do is choose who to help from so many potential services users.
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